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U.S. forces in Europe
to receive COLA hike

Next paycheck will reflect 31 percent increase to offset weak dollar
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Wisconsin community begins
mourning slain hunters

Page 18

AP

Mourners gather near the grave site of Mark Roidt, 28, on Friday after funeral and burial services for Roidt at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Dobie, Wis. The funeral for
Roidt was the first to be held for six deer hunters shot and killed in northwestern Wisconsin last Sunday. Chai Vang, of St. Paul, Min., is accused of fatally shooting the hunters
when they confronted him about trespassing on land owned by two of the victims.
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States

Chief Justice Rehnquist absent:
Chief Justice William Rehnquist, who
was diagnosed with thyroid cancer in Oc-
tober, will again not be present when the

Supreme Court reconvenes to hear oral ar-
guments on Monday, court officials said Fri-
day. His absence will apparently continue
for at least two more weeks.

Rehnquist missed arguments in the first
two weeks of November, though he had ini-
tially said he could be on the bench during
that time.

Friday’s announcement was the latest in-
dication that Rehnquist, 80, hasn’t yet recov-
ered sufficiently to take up the full range of
his normal activities.

Colorado rock slide: Crews reopened a
lane of traffic in each direction Friday on a
major Colorado highway, a day after a rock
slide sent boulders as big as vans crashing
onto the road.

It could take months before the stretch of
Interstate 70 is completely fixed, said Colo-
rado Department of Transportation spokes-
‘woman Stacey Stegman.

More than three dozen boulders landed
on 1-70 early Thursday, some embedded 6
feet deep. State officials closed a 24-mile sec-
tion of the main east-west artery through
Colorado, and rerouted Thanksgiving Day
traffic along an almost 220-mile detour to
the north.

Transportation officials estimated that
there was $1 million in damage.

Business

Halliburton investigation: A third or more
of the government property Halliburton Co.
was paid to manage for the U.S.-led Coali-
tion Provisional Authority in Iraq could not
be located by auditors, investigative reports
to Congress show.

Halliburton’s KBR subsidiary “did not ef-
fectively manage government property”
and auditors could not locate hundreds of
CPA items worth millions of dollars in Iraq
and Kuwait this summer and fall, Inspector
General Stuart W. Bowen reported to Con-
gress in two reports.

Halliburton and the Pentagon deny
wrongdoing, and say they are cooperating
in all investigations.

World

Land mine conference: The United States
will not attend a major review conference
next week about a 1997 international treaty
on land mines because of the cost of partici-
pation and disagreement with crucial ele-
ments of the pact.

In making the announcement Friday, the
State Department said the decision should
not be seen as a sign of U.S. indifference to
the land-mine problem.

“We share common cause with all those
who seek to protect innocent civilians from
indiscriminately used land mines,” State De-
partment spokesman Adam Ereli said.

The conference, starting Monday in Nairo-
bi, Kenya, will review compliance with the
Oftawa Convention on anti-personnel
mines.

ASEAN finalizes China pact: Southeast
Asian ministers Saturday finalized a free
trade pact with China and a host of other ac-
cords to be adopted at a leaders summit, but
touchy topics like the lack of democracy in
Myanmar and Islamic unrest in Thailand
were swept under the rug.

The Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions meeting was a prelude to a two-day
summit of the group’s 10 leaders starting
Monday. They also will meet with heads of
governments from China, Japan, South
Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand.

The summit is the first such international

Turnpike strike:

ion Pennsylvania Turnpike worker Lester Borrell pickets at the turnpike

entrance in Mount Hope, Pa., Thursday. Turnpike managers began collecting tolls early
Thanksgiving Day as the first strike in the turnpike’s 64-year history entered its second day.
Pennsylvania Turnpike officials have opted against waiving tolls Sunday as a way to cope
with an ongoing strike sure to be made worse by heavy holiday travel. Tolls were waived

Wednesday, the fi
September 2003. Union of

t day of the strike. Turnpike workers have been
jals say the main reason for the strike is concern about job

out a contract since

losses, although the two sides also are fighting over work benefits.

event for isolated, communist Laos.

CIA nuclear report: Pakistan on Saturday
criticized a news report that said Iran’s nu-
clear weapons program received more help
from a renegade Pakistani scientist than pre-
viously disclosed.

The New York Times story was based on
a new CIA report suggesting that Abdul
Qadeer Khan — considered a national hero
as the father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb —
provided more extensive help to Iran’s atom-
ic program in the 1990s than Washington
has previously disclosed.

This week, the CIA posted on its Web site
the unclassified version of the report to Con-
gress detailing reported efforts by Iran,
Iraq, Libya, North Korea and Syria to obtain
chemical, biological, radiological and nucle-
ar weapons technology.

S. Korea nuclear dispute: South Korea
welcomed a U.N. nuclear watchdog’s deci-
sion not to refer its past illicit nuclear experi-
ments to the U.N. Security Council, while
North Korea condemned the U.N. agency’s
“double standards” on Saturday.

North Korea’s state-run Central Radio,
monitored by all-news South Korean cable
channel YTN, accused the U.N. Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency of giving “tacit ap-
proval” to South Korea’s nuclear ambitions.

On Friday, IAEA’s board of governors
criticized South Korea for conducting pluto-
nium and uranium experiments in 1982 and
2000, but refrained from tougher options, in-
cluding possible referral to the Security
Council.

Palestinian security breakdown: A top
Palestinian official said Saturday he would
dismantle an elite security unit accused of
abuse and corruption in a first step toward
overhauling the tangled network of Palestin-
ian security forces.

Palestinian Preventive Security chief
Brig. Gen. Rashid Abu Shbak also an-
nounced plans to merge the ruling Fatah
party’s myriad militant groups to make
them more accountable for their actions
and to end the gun chaos on Palestinian
streets.

The United States has long demanded a
ma\]or overhaul of the Palestinian security
services but faced stiff resistance from Yass-
er Arafat, who used the forces to maintain
his hold on power.

Sri Lanka tightens security: Authorities
bolstered security around the Sri Lankan
capital Saturday ahead of a planned speech
by the reclusive leader of the Tamil Tiger
rebels.

It was unclear what Tiger chief Velupillai

speech — to
the rebels’ “Martyrs’ Day” — would touch
upon, but he was expected to disclose the fu-
ture course of stalled peace talks between
his Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam and the
Sri Lankan government.

The guerrillas celebrate Martyrs’ Day on
Nov. 27 each year to commemorate the
deaths of thousands of rebel fighters since
the insurgency began more than two de-
cades ago. Past celebrations have been
marred by attacks on military and economic
targets.

U.N. sex abuse investigation: Sexual ex-
ploitation of women and girls by U.N. peace-
keepers and bureaucrats in the U.N. mis-
sion in Congo “appears to be significant,
wide-spread and ongoing,” according to a
confidential UN. report that documents
cases of pedophilia, prostitution and rape.

The report by a U.N. peacekeeping offi-
cial who recently visited Congo says that
some U.N. personnel paid $1 to $3, or bar-
tered food or the promise of a job, for sex. In
some cases, U.N. officials allegedly raped
women and girls and then offered them food
or money to make it look as if they had en-
gaged in prostitution.

Senior U.N. officials in New York said
they have received 150 allegations of sexual
abuse by U.N. personnel in Congo.

N. Korea alleges psychological warfare:
North Korea on Saturday condemned news
reports that portraits of totalitarian leader
Kim Jong Il have been removed from public
places, calling them “a foolish attempt to
take the sun down from the sky.”

North Korea’s state-run news agency,
KCNA, said the reports were spread as part
of a “psychological warfare” by the United
States and other “hostile forces” to under-
mine the communist regime.

North Korea warned that the psychologi-
cal warfare will further hamper internation-
al efforts to resolve a disputer over its nucle-
ar weapons programs.

“Any plot to defame our supreme leader-
ship is nothing more than a foolish attempt
to take the sun down from the sky,” KCNA
said.

Stories and photo from wire services
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U.S. troops in Europe to receive COLA hike

Next paycheck will reflect 31 percent increase to offset strong euro, British pound

By TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

U.S. troops living in Europe
will see a 31 percent increase in
their cost-of-living allowance in
their next paycheck, as the De-
fense Department tries to provide
relief from the dollar’s slide
against the euro and British
pound.

For the November pay period,
active-duty personnel will see “a
substantial increase” in COLA,
which was set Nov. 1, said Lt. Col.
Stan Brown, deputy commander
of the Heidelberg-based 266th Fi-
nance Command.

For example, a Germany-based
sergeant, or enlisted pay grade
E-5, with 10 years in and two de-
pendents, will see his or her
COLA increase to $785 from
$600.

That 31 percent increase will
be reflected across all ranks,
Brown said.

Brown and other U.S. Army Eu-
rope finance officers are launch-
ing a media campaign to make
sure soldiers understand how
cost-of-living  adjustments, or
COLAS, help compensate troops
for living in an ever more expen-
sive Europe.

The COLA increase is rare
good financial news for Ameri-
cans trying to get by in Europe on
dollars, and USAREUR is using
military print medium and Ameri-
can Forces Network to explain
how COLA is calculated and what
soldiers can expect in the future,
Brown said.

The military’s core message is
that over the long-term, currency
indices and COLA — extra
money meant to maintain sol-
diers” buying power commensu-
rate with what they would have
stateside — tend to track each
other.

Yes, Brown said, in the short
term, soldiers may see big fluctua-
tions in the U.S. dollar’s buying
power.

But over time, cost-of-living ad-
justments will offset those chang-
es, Brown said: “Over time, the
COLA has kept pace ... the sys-
tem is sound.”

COLA changes

Troops living in Europe are seeing more money in their paychecks as the Defense Department
increases its cost-of-living allowance. The COLA, as it is known, is indirectly tied to the euro, which
has made big gains against the dollar in the last three years, hitting an all-time high of $1.33 this
week. A look at how the euro rate has changed each quarter since January 2002:

Jan.02  April  July

Oct.

Jan.03  April  July  Oct.

Jan. 04

April  July Oct.  Nov.

Source: 266th Finance Command, U.S. Army

For 2003, COLA changed 14
times because of currency chang-
es, and nine times in 2004, said
Maj. Susan Walton, 266th deputy
director, finance operations.

How low is the dollar?

Three years ago, it took as little
as 88 cents to buy one euro.

On Friday, it briefly took about
$1.33 to buy one euro in some cur-
rency trading markets, a fifth
straight day of record lows global-
ly.

All in all, the dollar has lost
about 38 percent of buying power
for Americans in Europe in the
last three years.

In real world terms, here’s
what it’s come to: For the first
time in its 49-year history, Oak
Brook, Ill-based McDonald’s
Corp. reported generating more
revenue from European opera-
tions this year than from domes-
tic burger-and-fries sales largely
because of the super-sized pound
and euro.

How much of the pain of the
dollar’s falling value can the De-
partment of Defense alleviate for
soldiers overseas when the dollar
is so low?

A lot, once the COLA mecha-
nism catches up, finance officials

ay.

With the COLA system, the dif-
ference between the dollar’s di-
minishing value and the soldier’s
real incom

that is, e sol &k When (the dollar
value) is

dier’s actual bu uy-
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lar’s value will rise or fall —some-
thing that may vary greatly from
the time the COLA amount is set
and when DFAS actually distrib-
utes paychecks.

That means it will take a while
for the COLA to
catch up with the
dollar’s movement
in value against

even out over iy other currencies.
time, Brown said. decreasing, But it also
But there are a there’s lot of means the COLA
lot of moving oo remains on the
parts, and they mumbling,. paycheck for a pe-

don’t move in per-
fect unison with

“But when

riod after the dol-
lar has rebounded,

currency  mar- ) . Walton said.
kets. people are still “When (the dol-
It takes time Y lar value) is de-
for the DOD and getting the creasing, there’s
the Defense Fi- oygrhang, lot of mumbling,”
nance and Ac- B she said.
counting Service they re “But when peo-
to chart currency . ple are still getting
movements, set very qmet. ” the overhang,
the COLA, then Maj. Susan Walton  they’re very
distribute  that 266th deputy director, ~ quiet.”

money via pay-
rolls, Walton and
Brown said.

The Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Com-
mittee, which calculates COLAs,
can’t predict exactly how the dol-

finance operations

There are also
other factors that
determine each servicemembers’
COLA such as where he or she is
based under the four different cat-
egories for bases: full support
areas with post exchange and

y; partial support; no
support; and remote.

Those with no alternative to
shopping on the economy receive
larger COLAs when the dollar
drops.

The DOD monitors prices off
post through an annual retail pric-
es schedule survey.

Prices are gathered by base
support battalions and area sup-
port groups from Ramstein,
Heidelberg, Gielenkirchen,
Vilseck and Schweinfurt then
sent to the Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Com-
mittee.

The committee also uses this
data in setting overseas housing
allowances, per diem rates and
other allowances.

Is the COLA crucial?

Yes and no, said 2nd Lt. Bran-
don McCarter, battalion medical
officer for the 1st Battalion, 35th
Armored Regiment of the 1st Ar-
mored Division in Baumholder,
Germany.

The group of lieutenants he
hangs out with generally shop on
post, McCarter said.

It's not that shopping on the
economy is t0o expensive.

Rather, it’s often inconvenient
for a range of reasons from the
lack of merchants accepting cred-
it cards to remembering to use
value-added tax forms, he said.

‘When he does shop on the econ-
omy, McCarter added, he doesn’t
necessarily think in terms of dol-
lars, but rather value in terms of
German prices.

“So when I get those bills at the
end of the month, there’s a little
bit of shock. The COLA helps off-
set that.”

‘Where COLA and other adjust-
ments do come in handy is for
paying big living expenses includ-
ing rent and utilities, said McCart-
er, who lives off base.

“It definitely helps out a lot,”
he said, adding that without the
COLA, he might have to curtail
his overseas lifestyle, including
travel.

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Navy surveys newest sailors about training, experiences

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — The
Navy wants its newest sailors to take an on-
line survey that will help researchers deter-
mine why sailors decide to stay or leave
the service.

A Navy memo released this month or-
dered the

The survey is part of the First Watch Re-
search Project and is being conducted by
the Millington, Tenn.,-based Navy Person-
nel Research, Studies and Technology De-
partment.

Survey questions ask about such things
as career progress, their experiences dur-
ing training and how well the Navy pre-
pared them for their job, said Rorie Harris,
personnel research psycholo-

fleet to encourage enlisted personnel with
more than one year but less than four
years of service to complete the voluntary
survey.

a
gist.

“More specific items ask about aspects
of the Navy and how they influence deci-
sions to stay or leave the Navy,” Harris

said in an e-mail to Stars and Stripes.

“Other questions inquire about how they
get along with their co-workers and what
factors influence them to stay or get out of
the Navy.”

Although the Navy has reached reten-
tion goals the last several years, retaining
“first-term” sailors has historically been
an issue for the service.

Since April 2002, the Navy has surveyed
recruits before they entered boot camp,
during the last week of boot camp and dur-
ing the last week in apprentice school.

The 15-minute online survey focuses on

sailors with at least a year in the Navy. The
Web-based survey started Nov. 12 and will
be available until Dec. 22.

Eligible sailors can access the questions at
http://fleetsurvey.nprst.navy.mil.

Information from the survey will help re-
searchers to evaluate training programs
and pinpoint factors in retention and attri-
tion.

The results will be available in early
2005 online at www. nprst.navy.mil, Harris
said.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estrip

osd.mil
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Above: Spc. Stanley Messer, left, and Staff Sgt. Rose Mikle walk
through a shop-lined lane in Sarajevo’s Turkish bazaar shopping

in April 1997. Left: Soldiers worked through the snow and high
water in December 1995 to finish the bridge across the Sava River that
linked Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina and served as a main entry point
and their supplies. After nine years, the U.S.
mission in Bosnia-Herzegovina is coming to a close this week.

Experts dehate success of Bosnia mission

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

EAGLE BASE, Bosnia-Herze-
govina — The CD shacks, hawk-
ing assorted bootleg items, are
scattered about. The haystacks —
sometimes in fields, sometimes
on horse-drawn carts and some-
times on farmers’ backs — dot the
landscape. And the red signs with
skulls and crossbones that warn
of land mines aren’t going any-
where soon.

But U.S. troops, who entered
Bosnia in December 1995 for the
start of what President Clinton
said was a one-year mission, are
in their final days in country. All
but about 250 will be gone within
the week.

Tens of thousands of American
troops — the exact number might
never be known — have spent
time in Bosnia as part of Task
Force Eagle during the lasl mne
years. But to some, it’s d

A time line of events

June 1991 — Slovenia and Croatia declare thei:
dependence from Yugoslavia. While Slovenia’s exit
is almost peaceful, a bloody war rages in Croatia.

Meanwhile, there’s sporadic fighting between
ethnic Serbs, Bosniaks and Croats in Bosnia. Each
has a separate religion and historical claims to ter-
ritory, however, populations have been somewhat
mixed the reg'lme of maverick communist strong-
‘man Josip Broz

W Fighting mtenslf ies in Bosnia in 1992. Thou-
sands are killed. The Croats and Bosniaks, once al-
lied, start fighting each other. By January, there’s
a three -way war.

In much of Europe and the States, the Serbs are
mostly seen as aggressors. American air power
comes into play to stop the shelling of Sarajevo and
generally pressure the better-armed Serbs to stop
fighting.

B November and December 1995 — Under
heavy pressure from the United States and Eu-
rope, leaders from the ethnic factions are brought
together. An agreement is reached in Dayton,
Ohio, to stop the fighting.

Task Force Eagle, the American mission in Bos-
nia, is formed a few days later. The 1st Armored Di-
vision is ordered to Bosnia and takes over the U.S.
part of the 60,000-strong Implementation Force.

M Dec. 20,1996 — Not long after the 1st ID takes
over the U.S. mission, IFOR ends. The Big Red One
then takes over the U.S. role in the new Stabiliza-
tion Force, or SFOR.

M October 1998 — The 1st Cavalry Division
takes over command of a greatly reduced U.S. pres-
ence. About 7,000 American troops — about
one-third of the original force — are now in Bosnia.

B March 2000 — The 49th Armored Division of
the Texas National Guard takes over the mission.
‘With the exception of the rotation led by the 3rd In-
fantry Division that followed, the remainder of the
15 SFOR rotations would be led by Army Reserve
elements.

W Nov. 24, 2004 — Task Force Eagle is disestab-
lished and most U.S. troops prepare to head home.

M Dec. 2, 2004 — SFOR will become EUFOR as
the European Union takes control of peacekeeping
operations in Bosnia from NATO.

al group is playing a role in or in-
teracting in Bosnian policies,” he
said. But he said few Bosnians
have benefited from the pro-
grams and many are now worse
off economically than they were
before SFOR entered the country.
And, at least partially because of
international policies, few locals
appear willing to put forth an ef-
fort to help the country improve.

“Few people in Bosnia have
real positive feelings about the fu-
ture,” he said.

athsheba Crocker, co-director

of the Post Conflict Research
Project at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, said
the indicators aren’t favorable for
any economic or political turn-
around soon.

“Voter turnout continues to de-
crease every time elections are
held,” she said, adding that inter-

Stars and Stripes

how much the mission has accom-
plished.

“This has been a very long
year,” said Ted Carpenter, vice
president of defense and foreign
policy studies for the Cato Insti-
tute, a conservative think tank in
Washington, D.C., with a hint of
sarcasm.

“You could argue that the con-
flict hasn't restarted, so it’s been a
success,” said David Chandler,
author of “Bosnia: Faking Democ-
racy after Dayton.” “But I think
that’s being a bit dishonest.”

A better Bosnia?

Ask those who have been in-
volved in the American mission,
though, and one is likely get a dif-
ferent answer.

“I dramatically disagree with
anyone who says this mission has
not been successful,” said Gen.
B.B. Bell, U.S. Army Europe com-
mander. “Anyone who says
there’s not substantial progress
was not here nine years ago.”

Bell, who was assistant division
commander of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision in 1995, watched as 1st Ar-

mored Division troops managed
to bridge the storm-swollen Sava
River so troops could cross into
Bosnia.

Gen. William Nash com-
manded that American contingent
on its first mission, dubbed Imple-
mentation Force. The 1st AD con-
trolled the sector north of Sarajevo
to the Croatian border for a year.
Then the mission changed names
to Stabilization Force, or SFOR.

Nash, now retired
from the military and a
senior fellow at the
Council on Foreign Re-
lations, ~visited the
country last week to ob-
serve the end of the
U.S. mission.

“I think by any mea-
sure you would choose
to use, Bosnia is better
than it was nine years ago,” he
said. “That’s not to say that every-
thing’s perfect. But everything, I
feel, is better.”

The new commander of the sec-
tor, Finnish Brig. Gen. Juha Kilpia
was one of Nash’s battalion com-
manders in IFOR. He was as deci-

sive as his American counterparts.

“The situation is totally differ-
ent (today),” he said. “There have
been an enormous amount of posi-
tive changes in the area.”

Kilpié pointed to an improved
infrastructure as one of the most
obvious changes. Another is that
people aren’t openly attacking
each other. According to most es-

timates, more than 200,000 peo-
ple died in Bosnia as it attempted

&k / dramatically disagree with
anyone who says this mission
has not been successful. 99

Gen. B.B. Bell
U.S. Army Europe commander

to break away during the disinte-
gration of Yugoslavia.

“We had not witnessed that
level of atrocities in Europe since
‘World War II,” Bell said. “It takes
time to heal those wounds.”

And the American contingent
of SFOR helped provide that
time, he said.

Internal woes

But some critics of internation-
al operations in Bosnia say Ameri-
can troops haven’t helped solve
anything.

“Generally, having troops on
the ground has little to do with
the real problems of Bosnia,”
Chandler said.

The largest problem, criti
say, is the nature of country itself.

The country’s political,
judicial and economic
systems are still largely
in shambles. The most re-
cent estimate by the CIA
suggests the country has
a 40 percent unemploy-
ment rate. Corruption is
rampant in many parts of
the society, military offi-
cials say, and many resi-
dents don’t trust the police or the
court system.

A senior lecturer at Westmin-
ster University in England, Chan-
dler says there’s been no shortage
of international organizations try-
ing to help in the country.

“Practically every internation-

national won't invest
until they have confidence in the
local legal and political systems.
“It’s difficult to see how democra-
cy is really working.”

laden Pupavac, a Croat na-
tional now living in the United
Kingdom, like his Bosnian neigh-
bors to the south, lived under the
“benevolent dictatorship” of long-
time communist leader Josip
Broz Tito.

He said Tito remained in
power over a disparate group of
people because he suppressed
any nationalistic thoughts other
than those to the greater state of

Yugoslavia.
Pupavac said he is more skepti-
cal than others about the

long-range prospects for peace in
Bosnia. While fighting isn't likely
to erupt anytime soon, he said, it
will come again if the internation-
al community can’t figure out
ways to improve the daily lives of
Bosnians and get them to trust
and work with each other.

“I think the fighting could
erupt again and I think it would
be even more vicious than be-
tween 92 and '95,” he said.
| Kent Harr
k@mail.est
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Good Cheer gives single
Gls a home for holidays

Program pairs soldiers with German families for Christmas

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAMBERG, Germany — The
279th Base Support Batfalion and
the Bamberg German-American
Men’s Club are playing match-
maker this holiday season.

With the Christmas Good
Cheer Program, single soldiers
from Warner Barracks can get
out of their not-so-festive bar-
racks, and spend the holiday with
alocal German family.

“The holiday season is a special
season,” said Sybille Schmitt,
who runs the program for the
279th BSB. “Soldiers may feel
lonely being in a foreign country
at this time. We have this pro-
gram so that soldiers won’t feel
left out over the holidays.”

The program started in Bam-
berg 20 years ago. Schmitt has
headed it up for 17 years.

The program usually links up
30 to 40 soldiers with German
families. Last year, only 10 sol-
diers signed up because 1st Ar-
mored Division units were de-

Savese G

Christnts -
KRANKS

Show dates are approximate.
Check your focal theater or aaes.com
Tor 2art show dates and times.
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Ramstein Nightingale ...
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ployed to Iraq and the 1st Infan-
try Division was on block leave be-
fore deploying.

“There were not many soldiers
around to sign up last year,” said
Helmut Funke, vice president of
Bamberg’s  German-American
Men’s Club. “This year, we will
beat the drums even louder. We
want to reach the soldiers who
will be alone for the holidays and
who may be under even more
stress from the war.”

Although no soldiers had
signed up for the program as of
Friday morning, Schmitt said rep-
resentatives from the 54th Engi-
neer Battalion and 7th Corps Sup-
port Group had several soldiers
interested in participating.

Soldiers who sign up for the pro-
gram fill out an application that
lists their age, hobbies, interests
and where they are from in the
States. Schmitt and Funke then
try to pairs soldiers and families
whose interests appear to match
best.

“If we have a family that went
to the States and visited Wiscon-

sin, for example, we try to match
them up with a soldier from Wis-
consin,” Schmitt said. “That way
they have something to talk
about.”

And talking won’t be a prob-
lem.

“There is no language barrier,”
Schmitt said. “When we advertise
in the German newspapers, we re-
quest that at least one person in
the family is able to speak En-
glish.”

The program bolsters Ger-
man-American relations, which
Funke said have been strong in
Bamberg for many years.

“For the families, this is an op-
portunity to strengthen the ties be-
tween Germans and Americans
and share their traditions,”
Funke said. “The soldiers are liv-
ing in Bamberg, and we want to
make them feel at home.”

“This is a kind of Christmas
present to our guests.”

For more information about the
program, call DSN 469-1600 or ci-
vilian 0951-300-1600.

E-mail Rick Emert
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Heidelberg civilian wins excellence award

A Heidelberg-based civilian took top honors at an awards ceremony
recognizing employee excellence at the Army’s Installation Manage-
ment

Mnchael Damlco food program manager for the agency’s European
headquarters, was given the Stalwart Award for 2004. The agency
named him top employee among those serving in staff offices in its
seven regions and headquarters.

Damico founded a development program with quarterly video-tele-
conference training for all food service personnel in Europe. His price
negotiations with commercial vendors also have saved the government
money on bulk items, according to an Army news release.

Each region nominates one employee from its headquarters and three
from the field. The ceremony took place Nov. 17 at For Bliss, Texas.

France honors USAFE’s Lichte

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s second in command received one of
the French government’s highest honors, the National Order of Merit,
in a ceremony last week at Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

The USAFE vice commander, Lt. Gen. Arthur J. Lichte, accepted
the award Tuesday for dlstmgulshed service from the French air force
chief of staff, Gen. Richard Wolsztynski, according to a USAFE news
release.

The USAFE vice ’s ibilities include
with foreign officials, and Wolsztynski lauded Lichte’s promotion of
positive U.S.-French relations, the release said.

Lichte has been the USAFE vice commander since December of
2002, after serving as the director of plans and programs for Air Mobili-
ty Command headquarters at Scott Air Force Base, IIl.

He is the first USAFE vice commander to receive the honor, accord-
ing to the USAFE release.

New social service moves to Seneca Army Depot

ROMULUS, N.Y. — Efforts to redevelop the old Seneca Army Depot
in the Finger Lakes region took a knock last month when KidsPeace
said it was shutting down a 4-year-old treatment center for troubled
youths.

But a social service agency in Rochester is already filling the gap.

Hillside Children’s Center said last week it will move about 120 chil-
dren next month into a $10 million center that KidsPeace, a Pennsylva-
nia-based nonprofit group, built in 2000, Most of the 360 KidsPeace em-
pluyeea Took likely to be rehired by Hillside, officials said.

n the e 10,600-acre depot was hume to the nation’s largest
Amy stockpile of nuclear missiles. The military, which employed
close to 1,500 people at the depot up until 1993, exited in 2000.

From The Associated Press
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Iraqi government

Spokesman:
Jan. 30 date
still in effect

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi govern-
ment Saturday brushed aside
Sunni Muslim demands to delay
the Jan. 30 election, and a spokes-
‘man of the majority Shiite commu-
nity called the date “nonnegotia-

Insurgenls stepped up attacks,
blasting U.S. patrols in Baghdad
and killing a U.S. soldier north of
the capital.

Clashes also occurred north of
Baghdad, where U.S. and Iraqi
forces fought a three-hour gunbat-
tle with insurgents who overran a
town hall and two police stations,
local officials said.

Talk of delaying the election
gained momentum after influen-
tial Sunni Muslim politicians
urged the government to postpone
the voting for six months to give
authorities time to secure polling
stations and to convince Sunni cler-
ics to abandon their call for an

says it won’t postpone vote

U.S. deaths
in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,233
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 961 died
as a result of hostile action, the
Defense Department said. The
figures include three military
civilians.

The Defense Department
did not provide an update Fri-
day.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in

electoral boycott.

But the spokesman for interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, a sec-
ular Shiite, told reporters Satur-
day that the government was stick-
ing by the Jan. 30 date after receiv-
ing assurances from the Iraqi Elec-
toral Commission that an election
could take place even in Sunni
areas wracked by insurgency.

“The Iragi government is deter-
mined ... to hold elections on
time,” spokesman Thair
al-Nageeb said. “The Iraqi govern-
ment, led by the prime minister, is
calling on all spectra of the Iraqi
people to participate in the elec-
tions and to contribute in the elec-
tions to bmld a strong democratic
country.”

That position was strongly en-
dorsed Saturday by politicians and
clerics from the Shiite community,
which comprises about 60 percent
of Iraq’s nearly 26 million people
and which has been long clamor-
ing for an election.

A hooded Iraqi policeman in Baghdad on Saturday reads a poster with a “fatwa,” or religious ruling, issued
by Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, encouraging people to vote in Iraq’s upcoming elections.

In the Shiite holy city of Najaf,
Mohammed Hussein al-Hakim,
son of Grand Ayatollah Moham-
med Said al-Hakim, told reporters
that the Shiite

Tagi said the 42 included the Is-
lamic Dawa, the other leading Shi-
ite party, and the Iraqi National
Congress of Ahmad Chalabi,

not accept a delay and called this
position “nonnegotiable.”

He said elections were “the
most legitimate way on the interna-
tional level to express the will of
the people” and that “all parties
have agreed on this date and we
cannot take back this position for
any reason.”

In Baghdad, a major Shiite
party, the Supreme Council for the
Islamic Republic in Iraq or SCIRI,
said that 42 parties and individu-
als from the Shiite and Turkomen
communities had agreed on a state-
ment affirming support for the
Jan. 30 date.

SCIRI official Redha Jawad

whose Entifadh Qan-
bar had already criticized the post-
ponement call.

In other developments, an Amer-
ican soldier from the 1st Infantry
Division was killed Saturday when
a roadside bomb exploded near a
U.S. patrol about 40 miles north of
Baghdad, the military said.

Two U.S. military vehicles, in-
cluding an armored shuttle bus,
were damaged by a bomb Satur-
day on the road to Baghdad Inter-
national Airport, which the State
Department considers one of the
most dangerous routes in the coun-
try. An al-Qaida-affiliated group
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Three civilians died and a dozen
were injured Saturday in other
‘bomb attacks against U.S. convoys
in the Baghdad area, US. and
Iraqi officials said.

About 100 insurgents overran
the city hall and two police sta-
tions in Khalis, 40 miles north of
the capital but were driven off by
American and Iraqi forces after a
three-hour gunbattle, municipal of-
ficial Saad Ahmed Abbas said.
Al-Jazeera television said three
Traqi security guards were killed.

South of the capital, U.S., Briti
and Iraqi security forces contin-
ued operations against suspected
insurgent strongholds near the
towns of Latifiyah and Mah-
moudiya. A U.S. military spokes-
man said Saturday a total of 126
suspected insurgents have been ar-
rested since the operation began
Tuesday.

Iraq had ended, 1,095 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 852 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

B Two Marines were killed
while conducting
house-to-house searches in Fal-
lujah, Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B Marine Sgt. Nick Nolte,
25, Falls City, Neb. died
Wednesday of wounds suf-
fered Nov. 8 when an explo-
sive detonated near his vehicle
near Baghdad; assigned to the
2nd Low Altitude Air Defense
Battalion, 2nd Marine Aircraft
Wing, Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion, Cherry Point, N.C.

Iraq briefs Iran on security,

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami,
right, greets Iraqi Vice President Ibrahim
al-Jafari on Saturday at the start of their
official meeting in Tehran, Iran.

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iraqi vice presi-
dent briefed nelghbormg Iran on his coun-
try’s ongoing insurgency Saturday, de-
manding the Tehran government’s assis-
tance in curbing the infiltration of terror-
ists into Iraq, his adviser said.

Vice President Ibrahim al-Jaafari met
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami
just days before Iran hosts interior minis-
ters of Iraq’s neighboring states, plus
Egypt, for a regional conference.

“Al-Jaafari presented President Khata-
mi with a detailed report about security
problems in Iraq and briefed him on how
insurgents, after the Fallujah fighting,
were changing their tactics from a military
phase into a political agenda to undermine
the upcoming elections,” Javad Taleb, an
adviser to al-Jaafari, told The Associated
Press.

Taleb quoted al-Jaafari as telling Khata-

mi that Iraqg wanted the Tehran conference
of ministers to help stem the insurgency to
allow for peaceful staging of the first
post-Saddam democratic elections.

“Iraq needs the security help of its neigh-
bors and it hopes neighbors, during the Te-
hran conference, give adequate promises
to curb any infiltration through their bor-
ders into Iraq,” Taleb quoted al-Jaafari as
telling Khatami.

Washington has accused Tehran of inter-
fering in Iraq and sending money and infil-
trators to foment the insurgency there.
Iran has criticized the U.S.-led campaign
against insurgents.

Iran has denied the charges, but said it
did not rule out the possibility that some in-
filtrators might have crossed its border ille-

all;

A spokesman for Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi has downplayed the likelihood
of delaying the Jan. 30 elections, despite
calls by Sunni Muslim politicians and a
number of political parties to postpone the
vote because of security concerns.

requests aid against insurgents at border

Khatami, according to state-run radio,
also believes the Iraqi elections should be
held on time.

The two-day meeting of interior minis-
ters from Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Kuwait, Tur-
key, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Syria begins
Tuesday.

The ministers are expected to be accom-
panied by senior security officials, who can
share intelligence on militants and other
people suspected of being linked to the in-
surgency in Iraq.

“It is hoped that the Tehran meeting will
produce practical results in halting terror-
ist infiltrations into Iraq, and also assist in
locating terrorist groups operating from
within other countries in the region, poten-
tially freezing their funding,” a Friday
statement from the Iraqi Inlenor Ministry
said.

Analysts say Iran hopes its hosting of the
meeting will send a signal, particularly to
the United States, that it recognizes the
threat al-Qaida poses both to Iraq and to it-
self.
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Nancy McMILL‘N,Cmmesy of the U.S. Army

Sgt. Dale Fontenelle, a soldier with 283rd
Transportation Company, holds a pose
during Forward Operating Base Speicher’s
first body-building competition held on Oct.
30. Fontenelle went on to win first place in
the class of those under 5-feet-7.

Stars and Stripes

roops mark holiday with fitness, feasting

oldiers at Forward Operating Base
Speicher in Tikrit, Iraq, got a little
“flex time” reoently at the base’s
first body-building competition.
Organized by Sgt. 1st Class Woody B.
Carter of the 67th Combat Support Hospi-
tal, the event drew 15 male and female
body builders and more than 350 specta-
tors, according a U.S. Army news release.
Afi panel judged
on overall body symmetry, confidence in
posing, endurance and attitude. Winners of
each class were awarded Army and Air
Force Exchange Services gift certificates, a
trophy, protein supplements and a subscrip-
tion to Muscle Fitness magazine.

Burger King in Kandahar

U.S. and coalition troops in Afghanistan
got another taste of home recently when
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service
opened a Burger King at the Kandahar Air-
field.

The new fast-food outlet fired up its
grills for the first time last month, drawing
throngs of whopper-seekers to its south-
eastern Afghanistan location, according to
a U.S. Army news release. It is the second
Burger King opened by AAFES in Afghani-

stan. The other is at Bagram Air Base, near
Kabul.

Run, then eat

Soldiers at Forward Operating Base Pali-
woda in Balad, Iraq, decided to burn off a
few calories before eating their Thanksgiv-
ing meal this year.

The troops started their holiday with a
1.5-mile run, dubbed the “turkey trot.” The
race, run in full body armor, was won by
Maj, Kirby Hanson, Task Force 1st Battal-
ion, 77th Armor Regiment's executive offic-
er, according toa U.S. Army news release.

“It was a good run,” said Maj. David
Hubner, commander of Task Force 1-77.
“I think wearing the body armor made it a
lot more fun.”

After the run, Brig. Gen. John G. Mor-
gan, Ist Infantry Division assistant divi-
sion commander for maneuver visited the
base to thank the soldiers.

When it came time to eat, Maj. Hubner
and Col. Randall Dragon, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team Commander helped the
cooks serve the Thanksgiving meal.

“It was our way of thanking the soldiers
for all they do for their leadership and
their country ever day,” Hubner said.

More aggresive Iraq offensives
generating a surge of detainees

Influx tests new procedures adopted after Abu Ghraib prison scandal

MIDEAST NOTEBOOK

JOE ALGER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers at Forward Operating Base
Paliwoda, Balad, Iraq, take partin a
1.5-mile “turkey trot” on Thursday.

The soldiers of Task Force 1-77 sat down
for a Thanksgiving feast after their
morning run.
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BY BRADLEY GRAHAM
The Washington Post

ABU GHRAIB, Iraq — More ag-

a series of investigations. While
about 50 military police, intelli-
gence, medical and civilian con-
tract personnel were eventually

gressive U.S. military

also

in Iraq over the past two months
have generated a surge in detain-
ees, nearly doubling the number
held by U.S. forces to about 8,300,
according to the U.S. general in
charge of detention operations.

Since early October, the num-
ber of detainees in U.S. custody
has grown by about 4,000 as a re-
sult of assaults on insur-
gents in Samarra, Fallu-
jah, Mosul, north Babil
province and elsewhere,
Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Mill-
er said Friday. With addi-
tional U.S. raids being
planned as part of a
stepped-up  effort  to
crush the insurgency
ahead of national elections in Jan-
uary, the number of detainees is
expected to continue to grow in
coming weeks.

The large influx of prisoners is
putting stress on U.S. detention
operations, providing the biggest
test yet of new facilities and proce-
dures adopted in the wake of the
Abu Ghraib prison scandal this
past spring, Miller and other offic-
ers said in interviews here. So far,
the flow has been manageable,
they said, but many detainees
have not yet made it through the
system.

The mistreatment of Iraqi de-
tainees by U.S. soldiers at this fa-
cility last autumn was document-
ed in photographs and videos that
shocked the world when they sur-
faced in the spring and prompted

blamed senior leadership for fail-
ing to provide clear guidance or
exercise adequate oversight.

S. commanders responded
to the scandal by implementing
new controls over military police
and intelligence operations and
by bringing in Army corrections
specialists to advise and help run

&k The troops have been working
around the clock, but we’ve been
able to manage the influx.9¥

Col. Ron Black
Joint Interrogation Debriefing Center

the facility.

The prison building that was
the site of abuses by American
guards has been turned over to
Iraqi authorities and is used to
jail criminals. Detainees in U.S.
military custody are kept in re-
cently constructed camps with cli-
mate-controlled tents and such
amenities as movies and a li-
brary.
Miller, who has been supervis-
ing detention operations since
April, said many of the changes,
including a  computerized
record-keeping system, have en-
abled guards and interrogators to
operate more efficiently. Also

4,600 are at Camp Bucca, a U.S.
detention facility in southern Iraq
that held 2,500 two months ago.
The total here at Abu Ghraib is
about 2,000, and about 1,700 re-
main in the custody of field com-
manders, whose troops are con-
ducting initial screening inter-

Vlilier said recent interroga-
tions have yielded some
“high-value information” about in-
surgents’ hiding places, move-
ments and methods.

Detainees of particu-
lar interest to military

intelligence are kept at
Abu Ghraib. Many of

the rest are sent to
Camp Bucca. At Abu
Ghraib, the pace of in-
terrogations
picked up, from 180 a
week to 210.

“The troops have been working
around the clock, but we've been
able to manage the influx,” said
Col. Ron Black, who heads the
Joint Interrogation Debriefing
Center here.

To prepare for more detainees,
new wooden facilities are being
constructed at Camp Bucca that
will expand capacity to 6,000 by
January, Miller said.

Allegations of abuse against de-
tainees are down about 60 per-
cent from what they were in May
and average about 10 a month,
Miller said.

Only two or three a month tend

helpful is the experience soldiers
have gained since taking over at
the start of the year from the
units involved in the scandal.

Of the 8,300 detainees, about

to be the general
said.

“These are not intentional.
These are overly aggressive kinds
of things, like combat take-
downs,” Miller said.
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U.S. troops face combat
on a wing and a prayer

Many find faith while facing death in battle

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MACKENZIE, Iraq —
When the back end of Spc. Der-
rick Lawson’s Bradley fighting ve-
hicle jumped from the force of
the explosion, he thought of one
thing to do.

“I saw the smoke and the
flames, and I knew we’d been
hit,” said Lawson, 21, of the 1st In-
fantry Division’s 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment. “My first
reaction was to start praying.”

The Bradley lurched to a halt,
its driver already dead. Amid the
screaming, shouting, confusion
and thickening smoke, Lawson
saw his platoon sergeant, Staff
Sgt. Metoyer Jordan, struggling
with the jammed rear hatch. He
closed his eyes and desperately
said a second prayer.

Someone answered.

“Then I looked up, and the door
was open,” Lawson said, 3%
months after the July 21 attack “T
just jumped out and ran down the
street.”

Walking daily through the val-
ley of the shadow of death has not
necessarily produced a lot of
road-to-Damascus religious con-
versions among combat troops,

chaplains, say. But it has pushed
some back toward the religion of
their youth.

“Every individual fortifies
themselves in different ways,”
said Capt. Gary Fisher, 39, of Al-
exandria, La., the 1-4 Cavalrys
chaplam “A lot of life’s questions
are being asked and answered.”

Lawson spent some time in the
hospital recovering from smoke
inhalation and burns before re-
turning to duty. He’s had a lot of
time to reflect. He attended
church with his family growing
up in Spring Lake, N.C., but God
has taken a more central place in
his life now.

“It was a wake-up call. You can
go at any time,” Lawson said.
“I'm in an environment where,
every day, people are out there
trying to kill me. (Now) I do
things differently. I try to be a bet-
ter person.”

Sgt. Orville Whitlock, 30, of
Lynchburg, Va., is squad leader
for a 9th Engineer Battalion pla-
toon attached to the 1-4 Cavalry.
On May 5, someone fired a rock-
et-propelled grenade at his Hum-
vee. Shrapnel injured Whitlock
and the four other soldiers inside,
but no one died.

“I'm thankful to God that noth-
ing worse happened than that,”

Whitlock said. “Before I go out
the gate, I say a silent prayer that
we get through everything we ex-
perience.”

“I pray more in Iraq than I
have in years,” said Capt. John
Trylch, 30, of Los Angeles, com-
mander of the 1-4 Cavalry’s
Troop B “Bulldawgs.”

Spc. Steve Wetmore, 20, of
Union City, Pa., serves in Whit-
lock’s engineer platoon. He said
he doesn’t go to church, but he
does believe in 5

To hedge his bets, he wears a
cross on his dog tags.

Under fire, Wetmore said, he
thinks about his job more than re-
ligion. Two weeks ago, he was
manning a traffic checkpoint
when rebels fired mortar rounds
directly at their position.

“When we got mortared the
other day,” he said. “The last
thing I was thinking about was
praying.”

Spc. Jose Bartual, 26, of New
York City, said he is a nonpractic-
ing Roman Catholic, but he
comes from a religious family.
He’s been in several intense fire-
fights and survived the explosmn

Spc. Jose Bartual

girl worried so much that after
his midtour leave her family told
her he wasn’t returning to Iraq.

Sgts. Eduardo Colon and Carlos
Torres both are 25 and both grew
up in Puerto Rico. Now they both
serve with Trylch in the 1-4 Caval-
ry’s B Troop, based in Schwein-
furt, Germany.

Together they've dodged bul-
lets and survived roadside
bombs They also share a fatalis-
about life and

of a is ar-
mored personnel carrier.

“My 8-year-old niece won't let
a day go by that she isn’t praying
for me," Bartual said. In fact, the

death and combat.

“I believe,” Torres sald “if it's
your time, it's your time.”

“I pray to God and whatnot, but

Capt. John Trylch

I don’t go to church,” Colon said.
“But when Iget back, I'm going to
start.”

Pfc. Joshua Schmidt, 21, of Sac-
ramento, Calif., arrived in Iraq
lasl sprmg Wthoul religion. Bul

e,
RPG attack and several gun bat-
Lles, he s begmmng to wonder.

s agnostic when 1 first
came down here,” said Schmidt,
of the 9th Engineers. “I'd still say
T'm agnostic, but I definitely be-
lieve he’s out there.

“I'm ellher damn_lucky,”
added, “or somebody’s lookmg
out for me.”
E-mail Ste
liewers@mail.
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After takeover, Marines mull Fallujah’s future

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC
The Associated Press

FALLUJAH, Iraq — At first glance, the
U.S. Marines saw nothing extraordinary
about a baby crib in the corner of a
bombed-out house in Fallujah. But when

Lance Cpl. Nick Fenezia threw back the
blankets, a Kalashnikov rifle and bullet-
proof vest lay on the tiny mattress.

“Man, did you have to be just another
muj?” Fenezia mused of the baby’s missing
father, employing American shorthand for
Iraq’s insurgents — mujahedeen — or Mus-
lim holy warriors. “Couldn’t you have
stopped shooting at us and watched your
baby grow instead?”

S. and Iraqi forces continue to fight
sporadic gunbattles with rebel holdouts as
they clear Fallujah of weapons. On Friday,
Lt. Gen. John F. Sattler, commanding gen-
eral of the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force, said only about half the buildings in
the city had been cleared even though orga-
nized resistance has collapsed.

But as the battle calms, U.S. forces are
reflecting on the fight, their often-unseen
foes and the future of a city that lies in

Fenezla of Red Bank, N.J., also turned
up a bayonet, ammunition ‘and a baby
photo — all lying amid walls shattered by
the Americans’ devastating firepower.

A burst of gunfire rattled nearby in
southern Fallujah, but the Marines
shrugged it off.

“They have no idea what they are shoot-
ing at. It's just mental games they play.
They know they’ve lost and there is no way
out,” says Lance Cpl. Brian Wyer, 21, of
Chouteau, Okla. “This is nothing, not after
the intense battle here.”

3

An Iragi Red Crescent worker looks at a deserted and devastated street in Fallujah, Iraq,
on Friday. U.S. and Iraqi forces continue to fight sporadic gunbattles with rebel holdouts
as they clear Fallujah of weapons. But as the battle calms, U.S. forces are reflecting on
the fight, their often-unseen foes and the future of a city which lies in ruins.

Marine, Army and Iraqi troops opened
their Fallujah assault Nov. 8 with massive
artillery and airstrikes pounding the city
before tanks, armored vehicles and troops
on foot pushed in from the north.

They battled for days with rebels who
had been fortifying the city since April,
when planners called off a Marine assault
amid widespread outcry over reports of ci-
vilian casualties emanating from Fallu-

jah’s hospital, numbers U.S. officers called
inflate

The U.S. military says upward of 1,200
insurgents died in the latest offensive.
More than 1,000 suspects were captured,
and more than S0 U.S. forces along with
eight Iraqis were killed.

Marines are now clearing weapons from
the city on the banks of the Euphrates
River and preparing for the return of civil-

ians, who once numbered up to 300,000 by
some tallies, though U.S. officers estimated
that only 50,000 to 60,000 were in the city
before the well-publicized attack.

As the fight dies down, Marines are final-
ly finding free time to reflect on the furious
battle. The Americans wonder how Fallu-
jah could have devolved into what officers
‘say was a center from which rebels spread
bombings, beheadings and attacks across
Irag.

Cpl. Perry Bessant, 21, says Marines are
“like a detective agency, coming to investi-
gate, to put the pieces together of what Fal-
lujah was.

“It was a space for so many foreign fight-
ers. I just can't believe the locals tolerated
them,” adds Bessant, from Mullins, S.C.

“Maybe they were terrified of them.
Maybe I'd feel like that too if someone said
they’d kill my family,” replies Staff Sgt. Al-
exandros Pashos, 38, from New York City.

New York, New Jersey, South Carolina,
Oklahoma: The Marines’ homes are all a
far piece from this central Iraq city in the
middle of dusty plain, once dominated by
Muslim men in red-checkered scarves and
black masks who try to kill the American
“infidel” invaders.

‘When Fallujans do return en masse, they
will find many parts of their city in ruins,
with bank buildings scorched, mosques
bombed, shops destroyed, cars burned,
doors to their homes forced open and their
cupboards and drawers rifled by foreign-

ers.

“It's going to be difficult putting Fallujah
together again, but not impossible,” said
Pashos. “That is the saddest, to have it all
come to this, all these people’s homes de-
stroyed.”
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Commercial pilots fly the unfriendly skies

Military air traffie,
threat of attacks
keep pilots focused

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — “Traffic! Traf-
fic!” blares the cockpit’s automat-
ed collision warning system just
as the pilots of Royal Jordanian
Flight 814 pull their airliner from
its steep corkscrew descent and
begin the final approach to Bagh-
dad International Airport.

Two U.S. Army helicopters tak-
ing off from the airport have
crossed into the path of the pas-
senger jet.

The crew banks sharply to the
left, avoids the choppers and then
levels off the 100-seat Fokker
F-28 airliner as it settles onto the
runway.

“One thing you can say about
these flights is that they’re not
dull,” says Robert Brand, the
South African pilot.

“They’re never uneventful.
There’s always something there
to challenge your flying skills.”

Royal Jordanian Airlines and
Iraq’s newly reconstituted flag
carrier, Iraqi Airways, operate
the only scheduled commercial
service to and from Baghdad.

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

Robert Brand, a South African pilot on Royal Jordanian Flight 814
finishes a “corkscrew” descent to evade would-be attackers above the
terminal at Baghdad International Airport on Friday. Royal Jordanian
Airlines and Iraqi Airways, operate the only scheduled commercial
service between Amman, Jordan, and Baghdad.

The one-hour flights to and
from Amman, Jordan, are used
by foreign contractors, journal-
ists, Iraqi civilians and others
eager to avoid the highly danger-
ous drive along the desert high-
way linking the two capitals.

“We decided to fly because
they said the road is not so safe,”
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says Doha Rouhi, an interior deco-
rator from Baghdad returning on
Flight 814 from a visit to Amman.
Although there have been no
major incidents since U.S. authori-
ties allowed resumption of civil
ian flights last year, the crews fly-
ing the route say they frequently
have to dodge military traffic
near the airport.

L ASTRIPES

“When military operations are
going on, they’ll just close the air-
port to civilian traffic for days,
but even when they’re not, you al-
ways have to waich the Ameri-
cans,” says Brand, who hails from
South Africa’s capital, Pretoria.

Brand works for Preto-
ria-based Air Quarius Aviation, a
charter operator that provides
planes and crews for numerous
airlines in East Africa and the
Middle East, including Royal Jor-
danian.

The company uses F-28 twin
jets — white with no company
Jogo — that are particularly
well-suited to the evasive maneu-
vers required for flying in and out
of Baghdad’s airport, where pilots
constantly worry about the possi-
bility of ground fire by insur-
gents.

Last year, a civilian cargo jet
was hit after takeoff with a shoul-
der-launched missile, and earlier
this year a burst of automatic gun-
fire killed a passenger aboard an
Australian C-130 Hercules trans-
port plane.

More recently, a bomb was
found in the baggage of a passen-
ger leaving Baghdad, prompting
awarning from the U.S. Embassy
about the dangers of using the
flights.

To lessen the threat of being
shot at, pilots have adopted a

“nonstandard approach” for land-
ings: They arrive at 15,000 feet
and then descend sharply in a
stomach-churning series of tight,
spiraling turns that pin passen-
gers deep in their seats.

The Fokker’s clamshell air-
brakes at the back of the fuselage
keep airspeed from rising uncon-
trollably during the dive.

After landing, crew perform a
quick walkaround to check fuse-
lage and wings for bullet holes.

“We try to keep above the con-
fines of the airport at all times
when we're taking off or land-
mg, » Brand says during the land-

ing.

As he speaks, a heavily laden
Antonov AN-12 cargo plane
climbs steeply past the descend-
ing Fokker, black smoke stream-
ing from its four turboprop en-

gines.

Baghdad’s airport — once
known as Saddam International
Airport — has been closed to non-
military flights on several occa-
sions in recent weeks.

During the attack on the rebel
stronghold of Fallujah, U.S. forc-
es banned civilian flights to Bagh-
dad for seven days, giving the
idled South African crews a
chance to visit some of Jordan’s
main tourist attractions.

“We visited Petra, the Dead
Sea and Agaba,” says the Flight
814’ senior flight attendant, Sale-
mina Mohlongo.
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IN THE WORLD

Ukraine’s parliament calls election invalid

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
parliament on Saturday declared
the country’s disputed presiden-
tial election invalid in a symbolic
vote after a week of growing
street protests and of

peat election Dec. 12.

He also demanded that the
membership of the Central Elec-
tion Commission be changed, ab-
sentee balloting be prohibited,
the candidates be given equal ac-
cess to the media and that interna-

vote fraud.

The action — approved by 255
of the 429 legislators present —
was not legally binding, but it was
a clear demonstration of rising
dissatisfaction.

The legislators also passed a
vote of no-confidence in the Cen-
tral Elections Commission.

The commission has said Rus-
sian-backed Prime Minister Vik-
tor Yanukovych won the Nov. 21
presidential election, but support-
ers of his Western-leaning oppo-
nent Viktor Yushchenko have
streamed into the streets, claim-
ing he was cheated out of victory.

The no-confidence vote also
was nonbinding but increases
pressure on Yanukovych and his
camp. Negotiators from both
camps were expected to meet for
talks Saturday as part of a work-
ing-part established by President
Leonid Kuchma in consultation
with European envoys on Friday.

Ukraine’s parliament has no
legal capacity to directly affect
the election results.

But speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn
said, “The most realistic political
decision, taking into account the
mutual claims of massive viola-
tions, is to pronounce the elec-
tions invalid.”

“The Central Election Commis-
sion discredited itself in the first
round, undermining public trust
in the institution as it is,” Lytvyn

aid.

Outside the parliament build-
ing, more than 7,000 opposi
protesters encircled the building,
chanting “Yushchenko!” Police
stood near the building’s entranc-
es and watched.

Kuchma, the outgoing presi-
dent, announced establishment of
the working group Friday after a
meeting he led with the two rivals
and the delegation of European
envoys. Prospects for a resolution
of the crisis by the group, made
up of four people from each cam-
Ppaign, appeared slim.

Yushchenko told a cheering
crowd that he was insisting on a
new election and he would give
the talks with his rival two days at
most to yield results.Yanukovych
aide Stepan Havrysh, who was to
participate on behalf of the prime
minister, said he thought it might
be possible to reach an agree-
ment within two days.

“Kuchma and Yanukovych
want to drag out time,” said Ivan
Plyushch, one of four Yushchen-
Ko supporters who were to partici-
pate in the working group, told
The Associated Press.

“But if in the next two days the
situation doesn’t develop, we’ll re-
turn to active measures.” Ply-
ushch refused to elaborate.

Havrysh said the prime minis-
ter’s team would make no further
comments until the working
group had reached a decision.

Yushchenko told his support-
ers that he would insist on a re-

tional observer

The Unian news agency quoted
Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Alexander Yakovenko as say-
ing Friday that Moscow regarded

a potential revote favorably — an
apparent significant retreat from
its earlier insistence that the elec-
tions were fair and valid.

Yanukovych’s Party of Regions
scheduled an urgent session in
the eastern city of Luhansk for
Sunday to discuss autonomy, law-
maker Anatoliy Blyzniuk told pro-
testers gathered there.

“Some 15 million people have
said: Yanukovych is our presi-
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dent,” he said. “It is not just that
(Luhansk) region, it is the entire
southeast of the country that
wants that (autonomy) option.”

It was from Ukraine’s pro-Rus-
sian, heavily industrialized east-
ern half that Yanukovych drew
his support.
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EU, Iran squabbling over

exempting nu

BY GEORGE JAHN
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria— Top European and Iranian of-
ficials sought Saturday to save a deal committing Te-
hran to freeze nuclear programs that can make
weapons. But Iran’s insistence on exempting key

i hopes of an before
akey U.N. meeting reconvenes this week.

The squabble over Iran’s interpretation of its deal
with the European Union to freeze all activities
linked to uranium enrichment stalled an Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency board meeting, which
was adjourned Friday until Monday.

That was meant to give time for the Iranian gov-
ernment to approve a total freeze of the program —
which can produce both low-grade nuclear fuel and
weapons-grade material for the core of nuclear war-
heads — and for delegates to decide on further steps
in policing Tehran’s nuclear activities.

But in Tehran, Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi
told reporters Saturday that Iran still maintains it
has a right to exempt about 20 centrifuges from the
agreement. The European Union disagrees.

Iran says it wants to run the centrifuges purely
for research, something Kharrazi insisted was not
banned by a Nov. 7 agreement worked out with Ger-
many, France and Britain on behalf of the European
Union.

“The centrifuges will work under International
Atomic Energy Agency supervision and will be for
research purposes only,” he told reporters.

‘The meeting was adjourned to give time for a for-
‘mal Iranian response by letter to the IAEA on wheth-

ke equipment

er the Tehran government accepts a full suspension,
including the 20 centrifuges.

EU delegates to the Vienna meeting said discus-
sions continued Saturday by phone between British
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw and Hassan Rowhani,
secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Coun-
cil and his country’s point man on nuclear matters.
But they said the Europeans would not budge on in-
sisting on a full freeze that included the centrifuges.

As the board meeting awaited a formal Iranian re-
sponse, France, Germany and Britain toned down
the language of proposed resolution they drafted in
an attempt to entice Tehran to sign on to full suspen-
sion.

The confidential draft, made available to The As-
sociated Press, weakened language on how any
freeze would be monitored by the agency.

It izes IAEA chief ito
“pursue his investigations” into remaining suspi-
cious aspects of Iran’s nuclear activities over the
past two decades.

But instead of mandating him to “report without
delay” to the board if there are violations, it says
only that he should “inform” board members of ir-
regularities.

But an EU official told the AP that Tehran’s refus-
al to drop demands to exempt equipment from the
enrichment suspension could prompt a much harsh-
er resolution that could include the threat of U.N. Se-
curity Council action.Delegates from EU countries
at the meeting said that if Iran did not give in by
Monday, the meeting could be adjourned and a new
date set for fresh consultations on the board’s plan
of action — and a new resolution.

An African locust sits on a leaf in Fuerteventura, one of Spain’s Canary
Islands, Saturday. The islands, a magnet for well-heeled tourists and
destitute boat people, are fretting over its new breed of visitors.

Locusts reach Spain’s Canary Islands

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — At least 2
million locusts have infested one
of Spain’s Canary Islands as a
wave of bugs that devastated
North Africa this summer moves
on, officials said Saturday.

Officials will start fumigating
with insecticide on Lanzarote,
one of the islands closest to Afri-
ca, said the islands’ agriculture
minister, Pedro Rodriguez Zara-

goza.

Smaller numbers of locusts
have reached other islands in the
archipelago off northwest Africa
but the density does not approach
the infestation level, he said.

For the past two weeks, helicop-
ters have patrolled the coasts of

several islands in search of the
kind of swarms that munched on
land stretching from Morocco to
Egypt this summer. A small
plane has been flying similar pa-
trols closer to the coast of Africa.

Rodriguez Zaragoza had said in
remarks published Saturday in a
Spanish newspaper that for now
the locust presence in the Canary
Islands was insignificant. But
after visiting Lanzarote during
the day he said the density had
reached the infestation level
there and officials had to start
spraying.

Lanzarote is only about 60
miles from the closest African ter-
ritory, the former Spanish colony
of Western Sahara. Locusts can
travel twice that far in just a day.
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Army deserter

BY ERIC TALMADGE

The Associated Press

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — Free for the first
time in nearly four decades, U.S. Army de-
serter Charles Jenkins sobbed with joy as
he was released from a military jail on Sat-
urday after serving 25 days for abandoning
his squadron and crossing the border into
North Korea in 1965.

The frail 64-year-old, still in uniform and
carrying a heavy duffel bag, broke down in
tears after arriving at this U.S. Army base,
where he was flown by Black Hawk heli-
copter after completing his sentence at Yo-
kosuka Naval Base.

When asked how he felt, he told The As-
sociated Press he was “happy,” and then
sobbed for several moments. “Forty years
is a long time,” he said.

The release ends the longest desertion
case on U.S. record.

American deserters from the 1940s are
still on the military’s wanted list, but not
one has turned himself in.

Jenkins, a native of Rich Square, N.C.,
testified in his Nov. 3 court-martial that he
fled his Army post in South Korea on Jan.
5, 1965, because he had heard rumors that
he was to be reassigned to combat in Viet-
nam. He said he didn’t intend to stay in the
North — instead, he had planned to defect
to the Soviet Embassy there and eventually
make his way back to the United States.

The communist regime in Pyongyang,
however, kept him for 39 years, along with
three other American deserters.

Jenkins was joined here on Saturday by
his Japanese wife and two daughters, both
born in North Korea. He was expected to
stay on this base just south of Tokyo for
about a week while officials complete pa-
perwork to process him out of the military,
before moving to his wife’s hometown on
Sado island in northern Japan.

AP

U.S. Army deserter Charles Jenkins, second right, is escorted upon arrival at Camp Zama,
Japan, on Saturday. Jenkins, 64, was to join his family for several days before moving to
his wife’s hometown on Sado island in northern Japan. U.S. Army officials are from left:
1st Sgt. Eugene Moses, Lt. Col. Paul Nigara and Capt. David G. Watson.

“My plan is to stay in Japan, if they will
accept me,” he said. “I want to go back to
the United States, but only once. With my
wife, 'll live in Japan, with my family.”

Jenkins has said that North Korea used
him as a propaganda tool in broadcasts
across the Demilitarized Zone between
North and South Korea and that he was
forced to teach English to North Korean
military officer cadets.

Two of the other three Americans have

since died, but the third, James Dresnock
of Richmond, Va,, still lives in the North.
Dresnock was a private when he crossed
into North Korea in 1962.

ing his court-martial, Jenkins de-
scribed a harsh existence.

“We slept on the floor, there was most
often no electricity and we had no running
water,” he testified. Jenkins said they were
forced to study — in Korean — the philoso-
phy of then-North Korean leader Kim Il

Jenkins sobs after release

Sung for 10 hours a day. If they didn’t mem-
orize enough, they were forced to study 16
hours on Sunday, their only day off. “I
longed to leave that place every day,” Jen-
kins told the court.

A turning point came in 1980, when he
met and married Hitomi Soga, a Japanese
woman who had been abducted by North
Korean agents in 1978 to teach Japanese
language and culture to its spies.

The marriage was what got Jenkins his
freedom.

At an unprecedented summit in 2002
with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi, North Korean leader Kim Jong Il
admitted that his country had kidnapped
Soga and several other Japanese and al-
lowed her and the four other survivors to
return home.

Jenkins initially stayed behind, but
Soga’s effort to reunite her family generat-
ed great sympathy in Japan. In July, Tokyo
arranged for Jenkins and his two North
Korea-born daughters to join Soga in Jakar-
ta, Indonesia.

They were then flown back to Japan, os-
tensibly because he needed emergency
medical care for an abdominal problem.

Jenkins was discharged from a Tokyo
hospital on Sept. 11 and immediately
turned himself in to American authorities
at Camp Zama, the U.S. Army’s Japan
headquarters. In a plea bargain, he was
sentenced to a month in prison. He was re-
leased five days early for good behavior.

Though he is now a free man, Jenkins
will still not be completely separated from
the Army; until his automatic appeal pro-
cess is completed, he could remain on “in-
voluntary excess leave” status for one to
two years.

“We're very happy that he’s out and
free,” said Jenkins’ brother-in-law, Lee
Harrell, in Weldon, N.C. Harrell, who is
married to Jenkins' younger sister Pat,
said the family would welcome a visit from
him to the United States.
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Bush urges compromise in N. Ireland

BY SHAWN POGATCHNIK
The Associated Press

BELFAST, Northern Ireland —
President Bush has lent his
weight to a final push for reviving
power-sharing in Northern Ire-
land, telling the province’s Protes-
tant leader to do his best to cut a
deal with longtime Catholic ene-
mies.

Ian Paisley, whose Democratic
Unionist Party represents most of
Northern Ireland’s British Protes-
tant majority, received a telephone
call from Bush immediately before
Paisley and his senior aides began
to discuss the latest draft of a confi-
dential British-Irish blueprint for
compromise.

Bush told reporters Friday at
his Texas ranch that he had
called Paisley to try to nudge the
peace process forward.

Bush said he had sought to get
the two sides “to the table to get a
deal done, to close the agreement
they’ve been working on for quite
awhile.”

Paisley —a stridently anti-Cath-
olic evangelist who has spent de-
cades destroying Protestant rivals
who dared compromise — said he
told Bush he wanted to reach
agreement with Sinn Fein, the po-
litical face of the outlawed Irish
Republican Army, “but any deal
must be fair.”

“I reminded the president of
the fact that he would not have ter-
rorists in his government, and
that we must be satisfied that IRA
terrorism is over and cannot re-
turn,” said Paisley, 78.

The Bush telephone diplomacy,
being followed by a similar call to
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams,
was reminiscent of the interven-

tions made by Bush’s predeces-
sor, Bill Clinton, in the hours lead-
ing up to the landmark Good Fri-
day peace pact of 1998.

That U.S.-brokered deal has
achieved or advanced dozens of
goals to end a 35-year conflict
over this British territory. But its
core objective — sustaining a sta-
ble Catholic-Protestant adminis-
tration — has proved impossible.

That could change in the next
week of expected high-pressure
negotiations, particularly within
the ranks of both Sinn Fein and
the Democratic Unionists.

Their electoral triumphs last
year at the expense of moderate
parties appeared to banish hopes
of reviving power-sharing. But
the British and Irish prime minis-
ters, Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern,
have proved in press-

“This is a very crucial weekend
in the peace process,” said Ahern,
who signed off Thursday night on
a redrafted Anglo-Irish formula
after a long discussion with Blair.

“I wish the parties well.
They've very big decisions,” said
Ahern, who noted that both Sinn
Fein and the Democratic Union-
ists “have to call it, but the impli-
cations are enormous.”

Ahern said he expected a ver-
dict from both parties early next
week, with a possible statement
from the outlawed IRA to follow.

Sinn Fein leaders traveled back
to Belfast from London after sepa-
rate talks involving Blair and lead-
ers of South Africa’s ruling Afri-
can National Congress, including
former President Nelson Mande-
la. The South Africans have previ-
ously urged Sinn Fein to adopt a

ing the polar opposites toward
what would be  historic deal.

‘approach during previ-
ous_junctures in Northern Ire-
land’s decade-old peace process.
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Mother reports son in school attack

BY JOE MCDONALD

The Associated Press

BEIJING — The mother of a
21-year-old man accused of slash-
ing as many as nine boys to death
as they slept in their high school
dormitory turned her son in after
he attempted to commit suicide, a
news report said.

Yan Yanming, 21, was reported
to police after he attempted to
take his life late Thursday in the
city of Ruzhou, the Xinhua News
Agency said on Saturday. The
agency said Yan confessed and
said he slashed the students out
of hatred

Xinhua put the death toll in the
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attack at eight, but another
state-run news agency, the China
News Service, said nine students
were Killed.

Yan broke into the central
China dormitory at 11:45 p.m. on
Thursday and “chopped eight peo-
ple to death,” Xinhua said. The
China News Service cited a survi-
vor as saying that during the at-
tack, the man with the knife said,
“Don’t blame me.”

It was the fourth knife attack re-
ported at a Chinese school or day
care center in as many months.
The earlier assaults left one child
dead and 42 people injured.

The spate of violence prompted
the government of President Hu
Jintao to issue a nationwide order
in September for schools to hire
guards and tighten security.

The reason for the surge in
knife attacks isn’t clear. They
have taken place in areas through-
out China and involve attackers
from different backgrounds. In
the only other fatal case until this
week, an attacker at a Beijing kin-
dergarten was reported to be an
employee of the school who had a
history of mental illness.

But China’s cities and towns
seethe with grudges and personal
feuds amid wrenching economic
and social change.

Fatal bombings, mass poison-
ings and other attacks are report-
ed frequently, usually blamed on
people trying to hurt business ri-
vals or seeking revenge in often
minor disputes. Firearms are
rarely used because private gun
ownership is illegal in most parts
of China.

Last month, six men were ar-
rested in Beijing in a knife attack
atan Internet cafe that left 14 peo-
ple bloodied. News reports said
the attackers wanted revenge on
several men they had met at the
cafe and when they couldn’t be
found slashed customers at ran-

Ruzhou a city of 920,000 peo-
ple, is located about 450 miles
southwest of Beijing in Henan
province, southwest of the giant
industrial city of Zhengzhou. The
city government Web site says
coal mining is a major industry.

Letter bomb suspect

MUNICH, Germany — Ger-
man police have found the
burned body of a man they be-
lieve was behind a string of let-
ter-bomb attacks in the south-
ern state of Bavaria, officials
said Saturday.

Samples of DNA taken from
the body match those taken
from nine letter bombs re-
ceived since April by Bavarian

oliticians, other officials and
the Polish consulate in Munich.

Garage collapse

GRETZENBACH, Switzer-
land — The concrete ceiling of
a parking garage collapsed in a
fire in northern Switzerland on
Saturday, trapping seven fire-
fighters inside, officials said.

Rescuers searched for the
‘missing firefighters amid thick
smoke still coming out of the
rubble Saturday afternoon,
said Frank Wilhelm, spokes-
man for the Solothurn canton-
al (state) police.

The missing firefighters
were part of a group of about
11 who entered the garage.

Climbers still missing

MANAGUA, Nicaragua —
Nicaraguan officials said late
Friday that they’re still unsure
what’s become of an American
and a Briton who disappeared
10 days ago while attempting
to climb a volcano.

The army said Friday morn-
ing that Jordan Alexander
Ressler, 23, of San Diego and
Nicholas Roth, 28, of Great Brit-
ain had been spotted during a
air search over the jungle.

But later, the head of the ar-
my’s public relations depart-
ment backtracked on that infor-
‘mation, saying he couldn’t con-
firm that the two had been seen.

Relics returned

VATICAN CITY — Pope
John Paul II, seeking to heal
rifts with other Christians, on
Saturday handed over the rel-
ics of two Orthodox saints that
were brought to Rome from an-
cient Constantinople centuries

ago.

The pope sat beside Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew I,
spiritual leader of the world’s
Orthodox Christians, in St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica as the bones of the
saints were brought to the altar.

The two religious leaders
blessed the relics before the rel-
iquaries were carried away by
Vatican ushers for return later

in the day to Istanbul, Turkey.

LONDON — Actress Vanes-
sa Redgrave and her brother,
political activist Corin Red-
grave, on Saturday launched a
political party devoted to
‘human rights, called the Peace
and Progress Party.

The party, co-founded with
Azmat Begg, the father of a
Guantanamo B: detainee,
says it will field candidates
and endorse politicians with
strong human rights records
in the next general election.

Party organizers will set an
official agenda for the group in
early spring and will chose can-
didates then, Redgrave said.
From The Associated Press
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Wis. communi

Family, friends begin attending funerals for victims

BY JENNY PRICE
The Associated Press

RICE LAKE, Wis. — Orange
ribbons are tied around the lamp
posts on Main Street. Tiny ones
flutter from car antennas. A few
are stuck on business signs.

The slaying of six hunters has
saddened virtually this entire
community of 8,500. Already one
has been laid to rest. Three more
were to be buried Saturday, the
other two on Monday.

“There’s nobody that's not
touched in town,” said Bob
Stanonik, who stood on Main
Street as 100 to 200 people gath-
ered Friday to remember Mark
Roidt, 28.

Chai Vang, of St. Paul, is ac-
cused of fatally shooting the hunt-
ers when they confronted him
about trespassing on land owned
by two of the victims. He also
faces charges for wounding two

others.

a Hmong immigrant,
told authontles the hunters sur-
rounded him and used racial
slurs before one fired a shot at

him. One of the survivors said
Vang started shooting first.

Many of the mourners Friday
wore orange ribbons on their
coats.

Jodi Anderson knew Roidt be-
cause he often ate at the restau-
rant where she is a cook. She, like
others in the community, still
can’t believe the hunters are

one.

“I'm very angry,” Anderson
said. “This is so wrong.”

Roidt’s mother, Karen Roidt,
told mourners that her son died
doing something he loved, accord-
ing to family friend Pat Malesa.

The funeral was closed to re-
porters.

The funerals scheduled Satur-
day were for Al 3; Robert
Crotteau, 42, the owner of the
land where the shooting hap-
pened; and his son, Joey Crot-
teau, 20. Jessica Willers, 27, and
Denny Drew, 55, will be remem-
bered Monday. Willers' father,
Terry Willers, and Lauren Hese-
beck were wounded. Both have
been released from the hospital.

he deer hunting season,
which ended Sunday night, is con”

Bush asks Americans
to help those in need

The Associated Press

CRAWFORD, Texas — Presi-
dent Bush issued a holiday-sea-
son call on Americans to volun-
teer and give to charity — “to
share our blessings with the least
among us.”

He singled out for special
praise those who have given time
and energy to U.S. troops sta-
tioned around the world.

“The greatest challenges of our
time have come to the men and
women who protect our nation,”
Bush said in his weekly radio ad-
dress Saturday.

“Like generations before them,
today’s armed forces have liberat-
ed captive peoples and shown
compassion for the suffering and
delivered hope to the oppressed,”
Bush said. “In the past year, they
have fought the terrorists abroad
so that we do not have to face
those enemies here at home.”

Bush said there was much to
appreciate this Thanksgiving
weekend. “We're grateful for our
beautiful country, and for the
prosperity we enjoy. We’re grate-
ful for the chance to live, work
and worship in freedom,” Bush
said.

“We also recognize our duty to
share our blessings with the least
among us,” the president said.
“Throughout the holiday season,
schools, churches, synagogues
and other generous organizations
gather food and clothing for their
neighbors in need.

Many young people give part
of their holiday to volunteer at
homeless shelters or food pan-
tries.

“On Thanksgiving, and on
every day of the year, America is
a more hopeful nation because of
the volunteers who serve the
weak and the vulnerable.”

sidered a holiday by many in the

“The hunting week up here is
called holy week,” Stanonik said.

“Families get together, father,
son, grandson.”

Burnell Hanson, who em-
ployed Roidt for a few months
doing some carpentry work, said
the town needs time to heal.

Some hunters didn’t return to
the woods after the shootings, he
said.

Orlen Eidahl of Rice Lake
doesn’t think the shootings will
keep people from the hobby they
lo

“We all are saddened, but
things will go on,” he said.

Associated Press writer Xiao Zhang
contributed to this story from Rice Lake.

ty grieves for slain hunters

Pallbearers carry the casket of Mark Roidt out of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church in Dobie, Wis., following his funeral Friday. Roidt’s
funeral was the first for six deer hunters shot and killed in northwest-
ern Wisconsin on Sunday.
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U.S. updates Mideast terror threat warning
WASHINGTON — The State Department said Friday the death

of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and upcoming elections to de-
termine his successor may create conditions that would affect the
security of American citizens.

A department travel warning said that during the 40-day tradi-
tional period of mourning, large, unpredictable crowds may gather
for prayers at sites in the Old City of Jerusalem as well as at local
mosques throughout Israel, the West Bank and Gaza.

Both before and after Palestinian Authority elections, the possi-
blllty of mass demonstrations and unrest will continue to exist,” it

The warning was an update of previous advisories that urged
to depart Gaza i and to defer travel to Isra-
el, the West Bank and Gaza because of the security situation.
From The Associated Press
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on’s Iraq tour shapes lawmaker’s opposition

Rep. Duncan Hunter opposes intelligence reform bill
that could strip authority from Defense Department

BY KEN GUGGENHEIM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rep. Dun-
can Hunter says his son, a Marine
artillery officer who has served in
TIraq, asked him for two favors.

One was to fix his Ford Bronco.
The other was to stand firm in op-
posing an intelligence bill that
would strip authority from the
Pentagon.

Hunter didn’t repair the Bron-
co. But he came through on the in-
telligence bill — a key reason that
a compromise favored by Presi-
dent Bush, top congressional lead-
ers and the Sept. 11 commission
fell apart.

To his critics, Hunter, chair-
man of the House Armed Servic-
es Committee, has been the Penta-
gon’s tool, undermining biparti-
san efforts to make urgently need-
ed intelligence reforms in an ef-
fort to protect the Defense Depart-
ment’s turf.

But Hunter insists he isn’t pro-
tecting turf. He says he’s trying to
protect the lives of troops, includ-

mg his 27-year-old son, 1st Lt.

Duncan Duane Hunter, who has
served two tours in Iraq. The law-
maker believes that shifting re-
sponsibility for satellite images
and other intelligence now han-
dled by the Pentagon could ulti-
mately endanger troops.

Hunter said his son and other
soldiers who have fought in Iraq
and Afghanistan told him of the
importance those images play in
combat.

“My son was able to do things
with intelligence in his artillery op-
erations that my father, who was a
World War IT Marine artillery offic-
er in the south Pacific, was never
able to do,” said Hunter, R-Calif.

Hunter’s concerns have been
echoed by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff chairman, Gen. Richard
Myers. But lawmakers who sup-
ported the compromise say it
would have ensured that troops
receive timely intelligence. Some
are skeptical of Hunter’s motives.

Rep. Christopher Shays,
R-Conn,, said he believes Hunter
“would oppose the bill no matter

what argument he had to use to
kill it.

Sen. Jay Rockefeller of West
Virginia, the top Democrat on the
Senate Intelligence Committee,
said in a statement that “cynical
House Republicans” never had
any intention of reaching a deal.

The other main opponent of the
compromise, House Judiciary
Committee ~ Chairman  James
Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., has said
such comments will only make it
harder to pass an intelligence re-
form bill.

Hunter shrugged off both criti-
cism and White House pressure.

Bush and Vice President Dick
Cheney have called Hunter to
seek his support.

“You don’t ever get a sense that
he feels that pressure,” said re-
tired Marine Corps Gen. Terry L.
Paul, a friend of Hunter’s.

“Once he formulates an opinion
on something, he’s steadfast in it.”

Paul said he learned that about
a dozen years ago, before becom-
ing friends with Hunter. Paul was
in the office of Sen. William
Cohen, R-Maine, a future defense
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AP

Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee Rep. Duncan Hunter,
R-Calit., right, seen with Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, center,
and Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Peter Pace, con-
firmed his opposition to the Sept. 11 Bill on Nov. 22 and echoed Penta-
gon concerns that the realignment of intelligence authority could inter-
fere with the military chain of command and endanger troops in the field.

secretary, who was out negotiat-
ing a military issue with Hunter.
He said Cohen walked into his
office and “threw down his papers
on the floor in a display of frustra-
tion” and said jokingly, “If I had a
gun, I don’t know who I'd shoot
first, me or Duncan Hunter.”
Hunter, 56, is a burly, affable
and sometimes disheveled Viet-
nam veteran who, true to his
name, is a passionate hunter.
Military issues have dominated
his 24 years in Congress. He be-
came Armed Services Committee
chairman two years ago, yet de-
spite the powerful position,
mains little known outside of mili-
tary circles and his San Diego
County district.
He is a conservative who has fa-

vored increasing defense spend-
ing, cutting bureaucracy and
strengthening the defense indus-
trial base. He strongly supports
the war in Iraq.

Hunter defended Donald Rums-
feld when the defense secretary
was under fire because of the
Traq prison abuse scandal. He not
only rejected Democratic re-
quests that he investigate the
abuse, but he publicly criticized
his Senate counterpart and fellow
Republican, Sen. John Warner of
Virginia, for doing so. Warner’s in-
sistence on holding numerous
public hearings to get to the bot-
tom of the scandal had been re-
ceiving bipartisan praise.

“I think the Senate has become
mesmerized by cameras and I
think that's sad,” Hunter said then.

ACLU: U.S. opposed security
measures for new passports

BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administ
measures micro-
chip-equipped passports that pri-
vacy advocates contended were
needed to prevent identity theft,
government snooping or a terror
attack, according to State Depart-
ment documents released Friday.

The passports, scheduled to be
issued by the end of 2005, could
be read electronically from as far
away as 30 feet, according to the
American Civil Liberties Union,
which obtained the documents
under a Freedom of Information
Act request.

Though the passports wouldn’t
include transmitters of their own,
they would have antennas to
allow a reader to capture the
data.

The ability to read remotely, or
“skim,” personal data raises the
possibility that passport holders
would be vulnerable to identity
theft, the ACLU said. It also
would allow government agents
to find out covertly who was at-
tending a political meeting or
make it easier for terrorists to tar-
get Americans traveling abroad,
the ACLU said.

Frank Moss, deputy assistant
secretary of state for passport ser-
vices, said the United States
wants to ensure the safety and se-
curity of Americans traveling
abroad.

“We are still hard at work at en-
suring the security and integrity
of the data on the chip,” Moss
said.

He said, however, encrypting
the data might make it more diffi-
cult for other countries to read
the passports.

“It flies in the face of global in-
teroperability,” Moss said.

In a memo drafted in August
2003, Moss dismissed objections
that information could be copied
remotely.

“There is little risk here since
we plan to store only currently
collected data with a facial
image,” he wrote. “The U.S. will
recommend against the use of
PINs (personal identification
numbers) or other methods that
might be required to unlock a
chip for reading.”

Moss said in a telephone inter-
view on Friday that the passport
data does not need to be encrypt-
ed because it does not include fin-
gerprints. Stealing fingerprint
data might allow unauthorized ac-
cess to automatic teller machines
or secure computer networks.




PAGE 20

- STARS AND STRIPES

Sunday, November 28, 2004

Christina and Howard Pillot, left, help their son, Carl, and Charttraharn

right, with their

in their State College, Pa.,

home Wednesday night. Charttraharn is an exchange student from
Thailand. The number of international students at U.S. high schools has
dropped significantly in the last decade, partly because schools and

families are less willing to play host.

Number of exchange
students decreasing

BY DAVID B. CARUSO
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA High
school foreign exchange students
became such a part of American
culture in the 1980s and "90s that,
for a while, no Hollywood teen
movie was complete without one.

But the number of internation-
al students at U.S. high schools

dropped slgmﬁcantly in the
last decade, because
schools and famllles are less will-
ing to play host.

“We don’t really have a lot of re-
search into why it is happening,
but it is happening. There are
fewer students,” said John Hish-
meh, executive director of an um-
brella group for most of the coun-
try’s big exchange programs.

Some of the decline may be due
to visa rules that took effect in the
late 1990s that made it more diffi-
cult for international students to
attend U.S. public schools,
said. Security and political con
cerns may have played a role too,
although the downturn appears to
have begun before the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks.

Hishmeh said it might be more
likely that, with the end of the

‘ar, busy erican fami-
lies and cash-strapped school dis-
tricts simply became less interest-
ed in hosting foreigners.

Last year, 27,742 foreign ex-
change students visited the Unit-
ed States through programs ac-
credited by the Council on Stan-
dards for International Education-
al Travel, the organization Hish-
meh leads.

The numbers were 44,291 in
the 1999-2000 school year and
62,005 in 1993-94.

The State Department has no-
ticed a recent downturn in enroll-
ments too, although for a shorter

€.

About 39,000 foreign second-
ary students were admitted to the
United States on exchange pro-
gram visas in the 1999-2000
school year, compared with
28,200 the year of the terrorist at-
tacks and 24,600 in 2002-2003, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs. Un-
like the figures from the Council
on Standards, those numbers

don’t include students who come
for less than a full semester.

Born in the wake of World War
II, high school exchange pro-
grams have long helped show-
case the American people to na-
tions where the United States was
trying to build a better relation-
ship.
Seven of the 10 places that sent
the most students to study in
American high schools last year
were countries that either fought
the United States in a war or were
a battleground for U.S. troops:
Germany, Japan, South Korea,
Vietnam, France, Italy and
China. An eighth was Cold War
opponent Russia.

The State Department looked
to expand on that tradition in
2003 by founding a $10 million
program aimed at encouraging
student exchanges with Muslim
countries.

About 160 students from the
Middle East, North Africa and
South Asia attended U.S.
schools in the program’s ﬁrst
year. This year, enrollment in-
creased to more than 400. Eventu-
ally the State Department hopes
to expand to 1,000 students.

enge may be finding
enough American schools and
families willing to play host.
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omputer hackers turning
their sights on cell phones

BY YUKI NOGUCHI
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Early this month, several Web
sites began offering software promising ringtones
and screensavers for certain cell phones.

But those who downloaded the software found
that it turned every icon on their cell phones’
screens into a skull and crossbones and disabled
their phones, so they could no longer send or re-
ceive text messages or access contact lists or calen-
dars.

Security experts dubbed the virus “Skulls” and
consider it an early warning from hackers of the
damage they could do as they turn their malevolent
talents from computers to cell phones.

“Hackers are simply trying to put it out there that
it can be done,” said Vincent Weafer, senior director
of security response for Symantec, a security soft-
ware firm. “The motivation is to say (cell phones)
aren’t as secure as you think.”

Mobile phones are a tempting target because they
have become so much a part of everyday life. In ad-
dition, consumers are buying “smart phones” with
Internet connections that provide an easier pathway
for cell-phone infections. Few phones now in use
come eqmpped ‘with anti-virus protection, although
some companies are starting to install it. Most cell
phone users aren't on guard for viral mfecuons like
those that bring down orld-
wide, and, at this point, there is little they can do to
protect themselves.

Skulls is one of five cell phone viruses identified
this year, according to security experts and ana-
lysts. The scale of such attacks is hard to quantify be-
cause the federally funded CERT Coordination Cen-
ter at Carnegie Mellon University, which monitors
viruses and worms on the Internet, does not sepa-
rately tally reports of cell-phone viruses.

But there are anecdotal reports. For instance, in
Japan, cell phones have frequently been
“spammed” with junk messages, some of which redi-

rect phones to Web sites that cause the phores to
ash.

Most basic phones can send and receive text mes-
sages, which makes them vulnerable to some at-
tacks. And new ways of using cell phones encourage
the spread of viruses.

Furthermore existing anti-virus software for com-
puters hasn't been programmed for cell phones.

“By 2006, cell phone viruses will be what viruses
are on the Internet in 2004,” because cell phones
are, in many ways, becoming more like miniature
PCs, said John Pescatore, an analyst with Gartner, a
technology research firm.

Cell phones use a number of different operating
systems, meaning hackers must design separate pro-
grams to disable each one. That makes it harder to
design a mass attack. “It’s never going to be as uni-
form a landscape for hackers,” so it’s not clear how
broad an attack might be, said John Jackson, an ana-
lyst with the Yankee Group.

Still, concerns are growing because of the growth
in the usage of cell phones. There are 170 million
cell phones in use compared to fewer than 116 mil-
lion personal computers, according to the trade
group CTIA — The Wireless Association and mar-
ket-research firm IDC.

Experts have tried to anticipate how big a prob-
lem viruses might be by simulating attacks on cell
phones in software labs. They have found e-mail vi-
ruses can multiply on their own by sending messag-
es through a cell phone’s address book. Viruses can
allow hackers into a phone to access passwords or
corporate data stored on the device. And they can
be used to manipulate the phone to make calls or
send messages at the phone owner’s expense.

“The nightmare scenario with cell phones is a
virus that would delete the contents of your phone,
or start calling (a toll number) on its own from the
phone or recording every single one of your conver-
sations and sending the recorded conversation some-
where,” said Mikko Hypponen, director of
anti-virus research at F-Secure Corp., a Finnish se-
curity firm.
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ticky start to shopping season in Louisiana

The Associated Press

LAFAYETTE, La. — The busi-
est shopping day of the year
turned out to be a sticky affair.
Vandals apparently glued the
locks on dozens of Lafayette’s big-

Vandals glue locks at several retail stores causing ‘Black Friday’ disruption

0ld Navy and other stores while
‘managers summoned locksmiths.

At least 200 locks on dozens of
businesses were glued, including

gest retailers, manag-
ers from opening up promptly on
lucrative “Black Friday.” Hun-
dreds of shoppers, some of whom
arrived before dawn, were forced
to wait outside Barnes & Noble,

main rear doors and
employee entrances, locksmith
Garan Wilson said. Wilson’s first
job at about S a.m. Friday was to

ake his way to the front door
lock at Old Navy — by pushing

through about 500 shoppers wait-
ing outside.

“I found about a half a tube of
glue stuck inside,” he said.

Kevin Vizena, head locksmith
for Pop-A-Lock in Lafayette, said
the vandals squirted the glue
deep inside the keyholes, forcing
him to drill holes and remove the
locks from the doors.

“We've never run into a day
that’s been quite so busy with
these particular problems,” Vize-
na said.

Chuck Trenchard, an employee
of S&K Menswear, said the prank
had cost his store more than
$1,000 in business, because poten-
tial customers had arrived early,
then took off because they
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couldn’t get inside.

Most of the stores had their
doors open for customers by mid-
morning, Vizena said.

Police said they had no sus-
pects but were investigating the
vandalism as cases of possible
criminal mischief or criminal
damage to property, both misde-
meanors.

Man jumps to his death

NEW YORK — A man jumped
to his death Friday from the
86th-floor observation deck at the
Empire State Building, one of
Manhattan’s busiest tourist desti-
nations, police said.

'he apparent suicide forced po-
lice to briefly close the landmark
on Fifth Avenue to tourists in New
York for the holiday weekend.

The man apparently climbed
over a security fence that enclos-
es the observation deck before
leaping off. He hit a landing on
the sixth floor, where he died in-
stantly, police said.

No identification was found on
his body.

At least 31 other people have
committed suicide at the Empire
State Building since it opened in
1931.

Missing passenger

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A
S4-year-old passenger vanished
as a ship returned from a five-day
cruise to the Bahamas, and a day-
ong ocean search turned up no
sign of him Friday.

Glenn Sheridan, from Williams-
burg, Va., was reported missing
by his wife Thursday, after the
Carnival Cruise Line ship Cele-
bration docked in Jacksonville.

he ship’s electronic exit and
entry program showed he had not
left the vessel after the arrival,
and a crew search of the boat
came up empty, Carnival said.

Gloria Sheridan said she had
last seen her husband about 1:30
am. Thursday. She said he was
an early riser and might have fall-
en overboard as early as 4 am.,
said Coast Guard Petty Officer
Bobby Nash.

Nash said the ship then would
have been about 13 miles off
northeastern Florida. A boat and
helicopter scoured 350 square
miles of ocean and the St. Johns
River. The search was suspended
Friday.

Woman sues college

ROME, Ga. — A college stu-
dent filed a lawsuit accusing the
school of failing to protect her
from a former student who alleg-
edly stalked, assaulted and repeat-
edly raped her.

The woman said the school re-
ceived repeated complaints of at-
tacks by the man but did nothing
about it.

The woman filed the lawsuit
Tuesday against Berry College
and Marcus Sandelowsky, who
has transferred to another school.
He has not been charged, and de-
nied the allegations when con-
fronted by college officials last
spring.

From The Associated Press
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Interpreters can aid patient care, study finds

BY JOANN LOVIGLIO
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Romual-
do Rivera arrives at the emergen-
cy room with what seems to be a
complaint of chest pain. But it's
hard to be sure — he doesn’t
speak English.

He's a pale but solidly built
‘man with thinning, gray hair, and
his face reddens as his shirt is re-
moved, his pant legs are pushed
up and electrodes are attached to
his calves and chest.

As nurses and technicians
come and go from the small, cur-
tained examination area, his eyes
dart from one person to the next,
hoping for a familiar phrase, even
aword.

Unlike TV portrayals of fren-
zied big-city emergency rooms,
the scene slows in real-life hospi-
tals when a doctor and patient
can’t communicate. It becomes
like a game of charades, as one
doctor put it, with lots of pointing
and gesturing.

Across the United States, the
approach to care for non-En-
glish-speaking patients is hit-or-
miss. Fewer than a fourth of U.S.
hospitals have professionally
trained interpreters, a study
found. In some places, hospital
employees with no medical train-
ing are called in to interpret. In
others, relatives, nelghbors or ac-
quaintances do the job.

In the worst cases, the patient’s
problem gets lost in translation.

Hospital officials realize they
need interpreters, but most
haven’t figured out how to pay for
them. The Temple University
Health System took action when
two hospitals had a surge of Span-
ish-speaking patients.

Now, Temple and nine other
medical institutions nationwide
are taking part in a program that
could show why hospitals can’t af-
ford to be without formally
trained medical interpreters.

From 1990 to 2000, Philadel-
phia’s Hispanic population rose
from roughly 89,000 to 129,000,
or more than 44 percent. Many
settled in neighborhoods around
the two Temple hospitals in north
Philadelphia.

In a relatively short time, pa-
tients from Puerto Rico, Mexico,
Dominican Republic, Central
America and South America
were accounting for 20 percent of
all admissions, said Charles Solt-
off, a Temple executive.

“Because so many of them
spoke little or no English, we
weren’t able to serve their needs
as well as we wanted to,” he said.

So this past spring, Temple
hired four interpreters with an
$850,000 grant from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and
began sending them to medical
classes.

Temple and the other hospitals
getting grants must develop a
comprehensive medical interpret-
ing program. They've also been
asked to document how trained
medical interpreters affect pa-
tient care and hospital costs.

Health care advocates are con-
vinced that having no interpret-
ers means longer stays, unneces-

sary tests, more repeat visits and
even medical mistakes.

Hospitals have long relied on
friends or relatives of patients to
help translate, but it’s an arrange-
ment that comes with risks.

Patients sometimes hide details
from children or friends filling in
as translators. And sometimes
family members want to shield pa-
tients from unwelcome news
from their doctors, said Marbella
Sala, who manages medical inter-

preting services at University of
California-Davis.

“We had a case where a patient
was being treated for a venereal
disease and asked the doctor how
she could have contracted it. The
doctor explained it, but her hus-
band, who was interpreting, told
her that she got it from a public
toilet,” Sala said.

The doctor suspected some-
thing was amiss and an interpret-
er later cleared things up.

UC Davis has one of the na-
tion’s largest and oldest medical
interpreter programs. Estab-
lished in 1987 with a staff of
seven, it now employs 42 people
who speak 19 languages — from
Spanish and Russian to Hmong
and American Sign Language.

“It has made us the place of
choice for many patients,” Sala
said.

Without interpreters, Bell says
later, doctors must resort to “a lot
of pointing and charades.”

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH
A GREAT DEAL.

Since 2000, hospitals and pri-
vate practices getting federal
funds have been required to pro-
vide interpretation services
under the Civil Rights Act.
They've largely made do since
then with untrained or under-
trained people.

“For so long the myth has been
that you could get by using
friends, family members, staff:
now &here 's growing undersl.md-
ing that that's not enough,” said
Sala, at UC Davis.
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Fat vs. fit: Scientists weigh in on debate

BY ROB STEIN
The Washington Post

At S feet 4 and 190 pounds,
Jude Mathews would seem to per-
sonify the health crisis facing a na-
tion in the throes of an obesity epi-
demic. But the librarian from
Evanston, IIL., begs to differ.

“My blood pressure is rock
solid. My cholesterol numbers
are basically fine. My doctors
don’t see anything they say I need

‘Can people be overweight but still be healthy?’

to worry about,” said Mathews,
who i 55, exercises regularly and
eats a well-balanced diet. “One lit-
tle number on the scale is not all
there is to your health.”

As medical authorities have be-
come increasingly alarmed by
the rapidly rising number of
Americans who are overweight

ALL NEW LR3

and obese, people such as
Mathews find themselves at the
center of an intense debate: Can
people be overweight but still
healthy?

In books, medical journals and
at public health conferences, sci-
entists have been dueling over
the relative importance of fatness

vs. fitness, and whether there is
common ground between the
camps. A small but vocal cadre of
researchers has been challenging
conventional wisdom, arguing
that not only is it possible to be
both fat and fit, but that fitness is
more important for health.

“All too often, medical profes-
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sionals say it's the obesity we
have to cure. That's the be-all and

end-all. It’s not,” said Steven N.
Blalr who heads the Cooper Insti-
tute, a Dallas research foundation
focused on physical activity. “The
impression is that everyone who
is overweight faces an elevated
risk for mortality. That's simply
not true.”

Other experts maintain that
while there may be exceptions,
the evidence is clear for most peo-
ple: Being overweight significant-
ly increases the risk of a host of
debilitating and often deadly
health problems, including heart
attacks, strokes, cancer and diabe-
tes.

“Being overweight has a clear
association with important health
problems, and even modest
weight loss has important health
benefits,” said Walter Willett, an
expert on nutrition and health at
the Harvard School of Public
Health. “To tell people it doesn’t
matter is really misleading. It
does make a difference. It makes
ahuge difference.”

Playing down risks of excess
weight is dangerous, Willett and
others say, particularly with

two-thirds of Americans already
overweight, including one-third
who are officially obese.

Blair and other fitness propo-
nents acknowledge some over-
weight people are at increased
risk for health problems, and
many people may benefit from
losing weight. But they argue soci-
ety focuses far too much on drop-
ping pounds and far too little on
exercise, eating well and being
physically fit.

“I don’t believe height and
weight is a good indication of
health,” said Joanne Ikeda, co-di-
rector of the Center for Weight
and Health at the University of
California at Berkeley. “If a fat
person or obese person has nor-
mal blood pressure, if their total
cholesterol and glucose levels are
normal, and they are healthy,
there is no reason they should nec-
essarily have to lose weight.”

Many people are simply born
to be bigger, which does not nec-
essarily mean they are destined
to have health problems, especial-
ly if they exercise regularly and
eat well, she said.

The increased health risks
blamed on being overweight are
really the result of many over-
weight people being out of shape,
having poor diets and other un-
healthful habits, Blair and others
say. If those factors are consid-
ered, studies have found that any
increased risk virtually disap-
pears, they say.

Tkeda tests people to see if they
are “metabolically healthy.” If
she spots warning signs, she rec-
ommends exercise and a nutri-
tious diet, but with the goal of
making people fitter, not neces-
sarily thinner.

The focus on weight loss is espe-
cially misguided because most
people simply are unable to lose
substantial weight and keep it off,
Tkeda, Blair and others say.De’
spite the intensity of the debate
medical experts say the best strat-
egy would be to encourage people
to exercise regularly and eat well.
Some will lose weight, some
won’t, but all will benefitfrom a
healthier lifestyle.
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Tragic death

ST. PETERSBURG —
Edna Buice had a
stroke a few weeks ago, but
she was doing so well that
her children thought she
might be home for Thanks-

giving.
Those hopes ended
Nov. 7 when the &
82-year-old died in a bi-
zarre accident at Bay-
front Medical Cen-

ter.

A padded belt restraint was fas-
tened around Buice’s waist, meant
to keep her upright in the wheel-
chair because the stroke had para-
Iyzed her right side.

Buice somehow slipped under
the restraint while left unattended.
A nurse found her sitting on the
floor in front of the wheelchair
with the restraint caught around
her neck.

The nurse tried CPR, but it was
tou late said police Sgt. Mike

“My mom was one of the sweet-
est, kindest, most godly women I
have ever known in my entire life,”
said Lou Ballenger, one of Buice’s
four children. “She wanted to live
very much. She was im

And then this horrible, homble
tragedy.”

Harassment settlement

NEWARK — A jury award-

ed $2.8 million to a former
sheriff’s officer who said she suf-
fered sexual harassment from
other officers because she’s a lesbi-
an. Karen Caggiano, 43, testified
she had to use the same bathroom
and locker room as male officers,
and that pictures of naked women
‘were posted on lockers.

Her lawyers also say one officer
repeatedly exposed himself. The
lawyer for the county said the de-
partment responded thoroughly to
Caggiano’s complaints.

Bicyclist killed in crash

TAMPA — A sheriff’s depu-

ty struck and killed a bicy-
clist as the man pedaled home
from a convenience store along a
dark road.

Hillsborough County sheriff’s
spokesman Lt. Rod Reder said
Deputy Steve Figueredo, 34, a
first-year member of the force,
was on patrol in a cruiser that
night.

Abicyclist veered in front of him
in an attempt to cross the road,
Reder said. The deputy swerved
but ended up striking the bicycle,
sending the man flying to the side
of the road. A pickup then hit the bi-
cycle again, tossing it across the
road

Several family members at the
scene said the bicyclist was
Ronald Seger, 43, who lived near
the crash site. He was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Study on asthma risk

NY BUFFALO — Researchers

from the University at Buf-
falo have found another reason to
be concerned over traffic backups
at the U.S.-Canadian border. Peo-
ple living near the crossings,
which are prone to commercial
truck backups, appear to be at
greater risk of developing asthma.
Researchers say their study con-
ducted at Buffalo’s Peace Bridge

ROUNDUP

has implications for all busy bor-
der crossings.

Death debt mystery

HARRISON — Authorities

are searching for a man ac-
cused of avoiding a debt by faking
his own death. Terry Presnell, a
former small newspaper publish-
er, allegedly sent a phony death
certificate to a printing business to
which he owed $1,857. The docu-
ment said Presnell died in a traffic
accident in Mexico.

Town sues to use ‘Jesus’

GREAT FALLS — The

Town Council voted 6-1 to
ask the U.S. Supreme Court to over-
turn lower court rulings that pre-
vent it from using Jesus Christ’s
name in prayers at meetings. Both
a U.S. District judge and a federal
appeals court agreed council mem-
bers cannot refer to a specific
deity in prayers at meetings. The
original lawsuit was filed in 2001
by Darla Wynne, a Wiccan high
priestess.

Movie pirate nabbed

LOS ANGELES — A Malay-

sian man must pay film stu-
dios $23.8 million for running a
Web site that allowed paying mem-
bers to watch pirated movies, the
Motion Picture Association said.

a hearing Monday,
said John Malcolm,
MPA’s  director of
worldwide anti-piracy
operations.
v Leong ran the Web site
film88.com and a company
called MasterSurf Inc.,
which set up computer
servers overseas to protect
the business from liability,
Malcolm said Tuesday.

The MPA said Leong previ-
ously ran a similar Web site,
movie88.com, which was shut
down by officials in Taiwan. Dutch
courts also shut down servers he
later set up in Iran and the Nether-
lands, the MPA said.

Monkey gets new home

HONOLULU — A monkey

seized from a raid on a Maki-
ki home last month will have a new
home at a Big Island zoo, while
state agriculture officials have dis-
missed a complaint about three
other monkeys kept in a display at
a nightclub.

The two-year-old squirrel mon-
key seized by state officials had
been part of an aquarium-style dis-
play at the Blue Tropix Restaurant
and Nightclub before owner Dar-
ren Tsuchiya sold it. But the man
who bought the monkey didn’t
have a state permit or bond to own
a restricted animal, and he was
cited and fined $1,000.

Tsuchiya was cited and fined
$200 for failing to comply with
bond conditions required for pos-
sessing a nonhuman primate.

Man drops b plan

We all fall down 2ozl ot i o G

sledding at Perkins Park in Burlington, lowa.

IL ANTIOCH — A business-

man has given up plans to
open a coffee shop that angered
residents with its name.

Tony Liotta had signed up to
open a Bad Ass Coffee franchise in
the northern Illinois community of
Antioch and argued that the chain
takes its name from the donkeys
used to haul beans in Hawaii.

But Antioch residents weren’t
convinced, and the village board
earlier this month passed a resolu-
tion that the name as

A federal judge the
decision against Tan Soo Leong at

Holiday lights
Christmas lights and fireworks
illuminate Country Club Plaza in
Kansas City, Mo., while thousands
attend the traditional lighting cere-
mony.

“repugnant to the entire concept of
family values.”

Now, Liotta has canceled plans
to open the store, citing personal
reasons.

Bad Ass Coffee is based in Salt
Lake City. Executive Harold Hlll
called Liotta’s decision di

Trever James of Tyler, Texas,
throws corn flakes to the geese

Feeding flying friends

ing and said the chain will try to
find a new owner for the Antioch
shop.

Lawsuit dismissed

ALLENTOWN — A lawsuit

against the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation ar-
guing that it was responsible for
the death of a Berks County
‘woman killed by a chunk of ice
thrown from an overpass has been
dismissed.

Elaine Cowell, 33, was killed in
January 2003 when a 15-year-old
boy threw the ice off a bridge near
Allentown. The ice crashed
through the windshield of a van in
which Cowell was riding, killing
her.

The lawsuit argued that
PennDOT was negligent because it
had not installed a fence on the
overpass to prevent people from
throwing objects onto the highway.
A fence was installed there after
Cowell’s death.

and ducks at Forest Park in Ark.

Tim Knapp of Bow, Wash., yields to traffic
while canoeing down Chuckanut Drive in Bow
after the Samish River flooded its banks.

Right of way
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Joyful reopening

‘Connor Brodbeck, 16 months, celebrates the reopening of FAO Schwarz
Flagship Store on New York’s Fifth Avenue on Thanksgiving Day.

Helping hands

clean-up effort as she pushes a cart full of dirty tablecloths through the
Christ The King, Believers Together building after a community dinner.

Three-year-old Kelly Tounou of Moline,
helps out with the Thanksgiving dinner

Wacky weather

Gary Vest, a Caterpillar Inc. accoun-
tant, struggles with a strong gust
of wind while crossing in downtown
Peoria, Ill.

343 3 Michael Farleigh, 14, of Clearcreek Township, Ohio, practices playing his

Waiting on a ride

guitar as he waits in front of the Amanda Clearcreek School for a ride home.

Marriage twice as nice

KEARNEY — Amy Spring-

erreally loves her husband,
Marine Lance Cpl. Brett Springer.
She’s married him twice in the last
12 months.

The Springers had planned a No-
vember 2004 ceremony but found
themselves tying the knot at the
courthouse a whole year before
Brett was shipped out to Iraq. They
said their “I do’s” again Friday, the
date they had originally picked for
their wedding. This time, though,
the setting was First United Meth-
odist Church in Kearney.

“We were already planning this
[Friday’s] wedding when we found
out he was leaving,” said Amy, 23.
“So we just decided it would be eas-
ier to get married before he left
again.”

‘Amy’s father, S2-year-old Mike
Oliver, couldn’t be at the church
ceremony because he is in Kuwait
with the Nebraska Army National
Guard’s 1075th Medium Truck
Company.

“It was either do it while he
(Brett) was here or do it while my
dad was here,” Amy said.

Brett, 28, is scheduled to return
to Iraq in Febmary.

Family’s birthday bond

BELLEVIEW — It’s hard to

forget a birthday in the
Dover family — everyone was
born on Nov. 26.

One Friday, Kimberly Dover
turned 31, husband Billy turned 35
and their twins, Angelica and Der-
nck celebrated their first birth-

The parents said they were sur-
prised to have any children, let
alone two on their birthday. After
years of infertility, they were
about to give up when one last
treatment proved effective.

The proud parents are looking
forward to more birthdays.

“I can’t wait till they go to Walt
Disney World,” Kimberly said.

Ceiling crash

SPRINGFIELD — At least

four people were injured
when netting across the open atri-
um of a six-story government build-
ing collapsed and tore down stones
that crashed through the ceiling of
aroom below.

The netting was weighed down
by snow and ice, the result of a
storm that blanketed the Midwest
on Wednesday.

The falling stone left a gash
about 60 feet long in the atrium’s
floor, said Dave DeFraties, chief of
operations for the Spnngﬁeld Fire
Department.

Officials said four people were
taken to a hospital with injuries
ranging from scrapes to a head lac-
eration. The injuries did not ap-
pear to be life-threatening.

Those cats can travel

CHARLOTTE — Wild

Thing, Georgia, Sparky and
Boots aren’t very old, but they sure
get around.

The feline foursome arrived
with a parts shipment that Twin-
Star Construction in Charlotte had
ordered from Georgia. The kittens
somehow found their way into the
box and survived without food or
water.

The kittens were so young that
they hadn’t opened their eyes, said
Cathy Thomas, who works for the
construction company. She took

them home and began feeding
them with an eyedropper; her twin
sons picked the names.

Each cat requires a 2-ounce bot-
tle every three hours.

Disastrous survey

LEXINGTON — An auto-

mated phone survey on di-
saster preparedness turned into its
own mini-disaster.

The survey was designed to run
from 4 to 9 p.m. last Monday and
Tuesday. Instead, a malfunction
Monday night caused the comput-
erized calling program to dial num-
bers until 4 or 5 am. Tuesday.

Patricia Dugger, who heads the
city’s emergency management di-
vision, apologized for the error but
noted most residents haven’t com-
plained — they just said they were

firm that developed the calling sys-
tem, is trying to determine what
went awry.

City to repeal Indian law

BOSTON — Mayor Tom

Menino took the first step
toward repealing a 329-year-old
law that orders the arrest of all
American Indians who enter the
city.

The law has not been enforced
for centuries, but tribes have been
trying to win a repeal for years.

"The City Council passed a resolu-
tion in favor of repeal last year; the
final action must be taken by the
Legislature. Menino filed a peti-
tion to set the legislative process in
‘motion.

“It’s time to make things right,”
he said in a statement the day be-
fore Thanksgiving.

The colonial Legislature ap-
proved the statute Oct. 13, 1675,
during King Philip’s War, one of
the bloodiest conflicts in American
history — a series of guerrilla bat-
tles between British colonists and
tribes.

Volunteer arrested

™ HOUSTON — A Special
Olympics volunteer with a
suburban Houston school
district has been arrested on charg-
es that he sexually assaulted devel-
opmentally disabled teenage boys.
Richard Craig Hopper, 39, was
charged with four counts of sexual
assault of a child after his Monday
arrest. He was in the
ty Jail in Houston late Tuesday in
lieu of bonds totaling $400,000, offi-
cials said.
opper, a former substitute
teacher for the Galena Park Inde-
pendent School District, is sched-
uled to appear in court Wednes-
day.

Injection results in death

SEATTLE — A woman

who underwent surgery

for a brain aneurysm died
after she was mistakenly injected
with an antiseptic solution instead
of a harmless X-ray marker dye,
hospital officials say.

Mary McClinton, 69, had the op-
eration Nov. 4 at Virginia Mason
Medical Center and died Tuesday.

At the end of McClinton’s opera-
tion, a technician was supposed to
inject the dye into a leg artery. In-
stead, the syringe was filled with
chlorhexidine, a highly toxic solu-
tion used to clean the skin, hospital
quality chief Dr. Robert Caplan
said.

Stories and photos from wire reports
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My boyfriend started smoking, citing many stars who

'smoke. Doesn't it bother anyone in Hollywood that they
still glamorize this deadly habit? — Denise Worley, Cam-
den, N.J.

Yes. “I vowed to try to stop Hollywood from glamorizing

tobacco if 1 survived throat cancer,” says screenwriter
Joe Eszterhas (Basic Instinct), 59, who had 80 percent of
his larynx removed in 2001. “Sadly, many stars still smoke
and use cigarettes as acting props.” Visit www.parade.com
for more on Eszterhas and his public-service campaign.

| thought Jack Nicholson

had met his match in Lara
Flynn Boyle, but then they split
up. Do you think a woman will
ever tame him? — Paul Grubb,
Newark, Del.

We doubt it. Jack’s troubled

ichildhood (until his 30s, he
thought his mother was his sis-
ter) didn’t prepare him for nor-
mal  relationships  with
women. Still, he’s not exactly
the  love-’em-and-leave-'em
type. Says Edward Douglas (a
pseudonym), author of the
new bio “Jack: The Great Se-
ducer”: “Nicholson provides
homes for many of his ex-girl-
friends and his children, but
he never wants to live with
them.”

KRT

Jack Nicholson is still
defying women'’s attempts
to tame him.

A frail-looking Fidel Castro recently took a spill. What hap-

pens when he eventually falls from power? — Don Fleis-
cher, Boca Raton, Fla.

In a word: chaos. None of the contending parties — home-

lgrown Communists, Miami Cubans, Cubans in Spain,
and the U.S. government — s likely to have the leverage to
immediately shape a new government in a post-Castro
Cuba. In the long run, however, we expect Washington to
exert the most influence and create a Cuba that’s friendlier
to the United States.

Personality

FOX

Don't be fooled: Behind the friendly smiles of Simon Cow-
ell, above, of “American Idol,” and Omarosa Manigault-
Stallworth, right, of “The Apprentice,” lie cold hearts of
evil. We know because TV always tells the truth.

nWho do you think would win a verbal battle: Omarosa
i the i i

“American Idol” judge Simon

Your items on who made the most guest on
“The Tonight Show” made me curious: Who
has been David Letterman’s most frequent
guest? — Brian T., Sacramento, Calif.
Dave says Tony Randall, who died in
May at 84,
held that dis-
tinction, with
more than
100 appear-
ances. Inciden-
tally, the ac-
tor’s  obituary
claimed he also
‘was Johnny Car-
son’s most fre-
“Tonight
guest,
rather than our
reported pretend-
ers-to-the-title,
Steve Martin and
the late Rodney
Dangerfield.

Kasey Kahne,
NASCAR cutie.
AP

Is Kasey Kahne, my

favorite NASCAR driv-
er, dating anyone? —
April Burchett, Medina,
Ohio

“m a single man,”

Kasey, 24, told us, deft-
ly swerving around #
your question. But our
sources  say
NASCAR

$4 million this year,
had a girlfriend with
him at the races.
There, the female ri-
valry over Kasey
was as brutal as the
competition on the
track.

or
Cowell? — Dana Jones, Jupiter, Fla.
We put our money on Simon, because he’s much nastier
than Omarosa — and that’s saying a lot.

Nick Lachey

is at least as
talented as his
bimbo wife, Jes-
sica Simpson.
Why doesn’t he
get more atten-
tion? — Karen
B., Venice, Calif.

Don’t worry.

INick, 31, soon
may rival Jessi-
ca, 24, for atten-
tion. The former
boy-band heart-
throb is juggling
offers, includ-
ing deals from
both Fox and
ABC. He flexed
his acting mus-
cles with recent

KRT

gigs on
Charmed” and Mr. Jessica Simpson should soon have
his time in the limelight.

Hard Easy,” a film with David Boreanaz. This shift in
focus from Jessica to Nick contributed to rumors that their
marriage is on the rocks.

What's become of Carole Simpson of “ABC World News

Tonight Sunday,” who was replaced by Terry Moran? —
Linda Scott, Virginia Beach, Va.

After 15 years in that anchor slot, Simpson, 63, wanted a

ichange. Last year, she became head of ABC News’ initia-
tive in public schools. So far, she’s spoken to students in 15
cities. Her message: To be an informed citizen, read news-
papers and watch the news.

q . Volume of mail maks I replies impossible.

KRT

A while back, | read about a “Little Women” musical com-

ing to Broadway. What happened to it? — Jon Graham,
Salem, Mass.
A“The producers were waiting to assemble the perfect

cast,” says singer Maureen McGovern, 55, who'll play
Marmee, the mother of the high-spirited March sisters.
“Sutton Foster is amazing. She seems to be channeling Jo
straight out of the book.” Foster is a Tony winner for
“Thoroughly Modern Millie.” Previews begin Dec. 7 on
Broadway.

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine. © 2004 Parade Publica-
tions, Inc. All rights reserved.



PAGE 28

- STARS AND STRIPES

Sunday, November 28, 2004

STARSK,4STRIPES,

THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe
L. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Editorial Director
N, Managin

N, Europe Bureau Chief
SCOTT BURGESS, Middle Est Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electroni Editon Editor
ASSISTANT HANAGING: EDITORS:
Sharon Olson, News Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Brian Bowers, Fealuros Sean Moores, Sporls

Addresses

U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211

INTERNATIONAL MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,
many

FAX: DSN 349-8416; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601416

E-l MAIL News news@mail.e :mnﬂsusu mil
Letters: letters@mail. estripes.osd.mil

E[I"I'(Al OFFICE: 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington DC
Z ﬂb 1301 Phone DSN 312-; b -0900 or civ. (+1)(202)

0. Fax (+1) (202) 761-089(

[DIVI]RU!L DIRECTOR: David J\amvsH 529 14th St. NW, Suite
350, Aashmg\nn DC 20045 1301. Phone DSN 317 763-0945 or
civ. (+1) AZUZ
E-mail:mazzarel snsd mil

(OMBUDSMAN: Jne Ungam Send comments to: Ombudsman, Stars
awd Slnues 529 14th St NW, Suite 350, Washington, D.C.

15-1301.

Phone civilian  (+1) (401) 364-6032; fax
[ » U (401) 364-8696;
or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil
How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237. ci 49) (0) 6155/601237

Letters: DSN 349-8400. c\v (+49‘ (0) 5155 bUHﬂﬂ
Sports: DSN 349-8225: civ. (+49) (0) 615 25
Dlrcula( SN 349-¢ Ed’ uv (+49) (0) 5133 601437
Mvemsmg DSA 349-8335/443;
civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.
News Bureaus
(country cod +

GERMANY +49)
Bambarg ik Emer, 276 535 Uit 27535 box 23541, AP0 A2
7957 or civ. (0) 951/36896; fax DSN

s xnm nr cw 051 /300-8007;
e-mail ail stripes osdmil
Saumiolder, Tury Boyd, 222nd
485-6089, orciv. (0) 6783-9007
boydt@nmailestripes. osd.mil
Darmstam o Duugery, Uit 2048, 4%0 AE 09211, tl. DS
6 or civ. (0

APO_AE 09030; tel. DSN
mail

v
ey nm:gnem,mmmwmesnsnm\ Werd Sanderson, Urit

2080, AP0 A 021, o 2
155-601326; e-mail: sandersonw@malestripes.osd.mil; Jessi-

ca I, Unit 29480, AP AE 09211 te. DSN 349-8290 or v

© BIE5-601280, - nal i uma\\esm es osgmi

and e Hom, Und 25480, 10 AE UGZI, o] OSN 3498237 o
v 0 Slss0127, el ol @il estripes.osd mil

Weidoloerg Manheim: Jon . Anderson.Roon 117 Romerst. 104,
69115 Hewde\hem o DS 5707010 ora. (0 6221/60554;
fax ci. (0) -

andersonj@mail st
Kzlws\autern/&panzdamem W 1 o 3717; tel. DSN
9-6585 or civ. (0) 631/52104 or (0) 631/57140; fax civ. (0)
S0
Stuttgart: Charlie Coon, CNIR 423, Box 465, APO AE 09107-0465;
tel. DS 421-2088 or civ. 0711-7292088; e-mail
coonc@mail estipes osd.mil
Wiirzburg: Steve Liewer, Tel
faxciv. (0) 0931700377, e-
ITALY
uismoinza:font Haris, o, DS (31 §32-7652 r i, (3)
Oskg6-165; sed g DN 4222 or i, 59
0434- e-mail hamswumaw\ estipes st
Napls: Jasmv Gy, P50 610 6o 86 FFO A 81, 1l oo
e 39 08 5555157 fax DSN 626-5150 o
e uaﬂ\m&!)sbssbn e
chudyj@mail estripes.osd.mil
SPAIN

6508 or civ, 0931-467-7001
al: liwers@mailestipes.sd.mi

Fota Sclt Sorau PSC 619, Box L 170 AE 09645
727-1099 or 3

(956) 82-1099; fax DN 7
v (+30) 056 821034
e-mal: schonauers@mail estripes.osd.mil
BOSNIA
Tuzla: Stars and Stipes, Operaton Joint Forge, APO AE 09789; tl
civ. 00387-61-135974; e-mail bosnia@mal estripes.osd.mil
UNITED KINGDOM
RAF Mildenhall: Ron Jensen, Building 465 ECSS-UK, RAF ilderall
AP0 AE 09459, tel 4868 or 'civ. (+44) (0)
1638/544868; ax civ. (+44) (0) 1638/ 718013
enat jrsegualetges st
WASHINGTON D.
Buveau et aich Dikon 29 141 S 1. St 35, Wash
1) (202) 761-0
i

DSN
-1034 o

vmp(» v i
- Street NW, Siite 350, Washington DC
zams um o e 0 e o L 8
e-mail: brgessi@stripes.osd.mi

Printed in taly by Editrce Telestampa

S St (UPS 1725 s bl gy cop s
lew Years 1 iy by o s S
s 3 T4 S o Washington
odicals postage paid at Washingon, D.C. Postmaster: Send add
o Eurapean Stas and Stipes, Uni 28480, APO AE 09211
© European and Pacific Stars and Stripes 2004

T evsypor i oz o pblcaton b o Dot ofDe-

ay be distributed thiough ofcial

t o
newspaper, the STARS and STRIPES m
channels and use appropriated funds for distibution to emote and isolat-
ed locations where overseas

Do personnel are lcated
bication, includin inserts or

e vt re
sex,nalonal orgi, age, marita stalus, pysical handicap, polcal afiia
o, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, usr, o patron

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

So it's OK to be a deserter?

So let me see here. Charles Jenkins
deserts his Army post in South Korea in
1965, then goes on to live and work in
North Korea, a member of the so-called
“Axis of Evil.” In 1980 he marries a Japa-
nese woman who was abducted by the
North Koreans in 1978 and proceeds to
have a family. In 2002, his wife and
daughters are allowed to return to her
home country of Japan. She tries to per-
suade him to come to Japan but he is hesi-
tant because he is afraid of being prose-
cuted by the United States for desertion
and, while being reunited with his family
in Indonesia, he expresses the desire to
return to North Korea.

He eventually gives in to his wife and
comes to Japan. He then turns himself in
to Army officials and is put back in
form and paid his Army salary while
awaiting disposition of his case. For
about two months the family is living in
Army housing, being paid Army salary,
and being treated like celebrities (the
post exchange was closed one day when I
went to shop because they were in there
shopping). He then pleads guilty to deser-
tion and is sentenced to 30 days’ confine-
ment and a bad-conduct discharge. Thir-
ty days?

He is currently serving his sentence
while his family is still living in base
housing. Then Japan’s chief Cabinet sec-
retary, Hiroyuki Hosoda, says: “We'd
like to support the family so they can live
in this country after Jenkins’ custody is
completed,” referring to the financial as-
sistance that the family will receive
(probably about 300,000 yen a month) to
help them live in Japan.

1 have compassion for his wife and
daughters, but am I missing something
here? I have served honorably for nearly
22 years. This guy deserted the Army
and will be getting more each month
than I will be getting once I honorably re-
tire from the military. Something is defi-
nitely seriously wrong here.

I say send him back to North Korea
and let the family stay in Japan.

Chief Petty Officer
Mathew Matunas

Atsugi Naval Air Facility, Japan

DOONESBURY

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Strpes  Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [CDunVy code +49] (0) 6155/601395;

DSN 349

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

Kerry crowd got comeuppance

As a student of politics (and strong
George W. Bush supporter), I was ex-
tremely pleased with the outcome of the
election.

President Bush was re-elected despite
the heinous behavior of the media and
left-wing nuts (i.e. Michael Moore). He
received the largest number of votes in
American presidential history. He also
won by more 0,000 votes de-
spite the daily barrage from the pro-John
Kerry media.

The Republicans also added to their
majority in both the House and the Sen-
ate. Each Bush-bashing October surprise
from the Democrats and their willing ac-
complices in the media was snuffed out
by the American people. The people
cepted them for what they were, attacks
that had no basis in fact. The liberals just
don’t seem to understand that the vast
majority of the American people are not
stupid. We can and did see through the
phoniness of Kerry and John Edwards.

Kerry’s many years in the Senate ex-
posed him for what he truly is: a diehard,
flip-flopping liberal. Although it is hard
to believe, Kerry received a more liberal
rating than Sen. Ted Kennedy. Amazing!

I would like to extend a heartfelt
thanks to Moore, George Soros, Terry

Dan Rather, Al Franken, The
New York Times, James Carville, Bruce
Springsteen and, of course, the Dixie
Chicks. Thanks for the help. We couldn’t
have done it without you.

Mike Appell
Okinawa City, Okinawa

Hats off to infantrymen

In response to “ ‘Earning’ the CIB” (let-
ter, Nov. 11), the writer says: “Just re-
member though you're still a bunch of
pogs (wink).”

Well, you know what? I am proud to be
a pog. I have nothing but respect for the
infantry guys who go out and endure all
kinds of unforgiving conditions while T
sit in my heated equipment shelter on
my eight- or 12-hour shift reading my
book. Even if I was to be assigned some
infantrylike duty while serving here in
Irag, I wouldn't ask for a Combat Infan-
tryman Badge. What I go through on a
daily basis and what the guys who do it
for years at a time go through, the differ-
ence cannot be made up in a few months
of patrolling the streets.

1 think about those guys who volunteer
to go out there on a daily basis, and tip
my hat to them. So guys, when you get
back to base and want to call home or
shoot some e-mails to family and friends
so they don’t worry too much about you,
T'll be here waiting for you.

Spc. Thomas Loder

Camp Fallujah, Iraq

Health care rights urged

Active-duty military members should
have the right to choose their own health
care.

I don’t think it’s fair that there are
choices within the Tricare system, but
military members have no say in which
one they will be enrolled into. I think that
this would not only serve as a morale
booster, but it would improve the appor-
tionment of doctors to ailing personnel.

In essence, healthy, good-feeling per-
sonnel is the key to mission accomplish-
ment, front line or rear, especially since
the two are interdependent.

Kyung Trotter
Miesau, Germany
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Brawl smacks of new era
The Democrat and Chronicle,
Rochester, N.Y.

National Basketball Association commis-
sioner David Stern was true to his name —
and beyond — last weekend when he hand-
ed out long and expensive suspensions for
players involved in the ugly brawl near the
end of the Detroit Pistons-Indiana Pacers
game [Nov. 19] in Detroit.

Stern didn’t hesitate and he didn’t hold
back, and the punishments he meted out
were fully in line with the offenses. ..

But the players weren’t the onl; vxllama
‘What about the fan who dumped his beer on
[Pacer Ron] Artest as he sparred with Pis-
ton Ben Wallace? The Pistons have the tape,
and the team should see to it that that person
is identified and prosecuted. ..

The owners should follow Stern’s lead.
Get tough. Punish fan misconduct with ar-
rest or permanent ejection. Stop or restrict
alcohol sales. Put respect for the game first,
above money and winning.

Problem beyond filibusters

work for U.S. employers and are effectively

St. Louis Post:

One of the most important decisions that
President Bush and the new Congress face
is who and how to put judges on the federal
bench, including the U'S. Supreme Court. ...

For the past four years, Democrats have
used the filibuster, the nuclear weapon of
Senate opposition, to block some of Mr.
Bush’s extreme judicial nominees. Now Re-
publicans are talking about their own “nucle-
ar” response: a vote to bar the use of the fili-
buster in judicial nominations.

Both sides should step back from the
brink. The Democrats have overused the fili-
buster, but Republicans invite gridlock if
they eliminate this powerful procedural
tool. ...

If everyone were true to their word, we
might avoid debilitating filibusters. If Mr.
Bush appoints highly competent judges who
won't read their personal views into the Con-
stitution, and if the Senate avoids litmus
tests, we might yet avoid mutually assured
destruction.

Bury tactics with Arafat
Williamsport (Pa.) Sun-Gazette

The death watch on Palestine Liberation

Organization leader Yasser Arafat, ripe as it
may have been with geopolitical drama, was
in many respects a political and media
anachronism. It would be hard to imagine,
in this post-9/11 world, a famous terrorist
being welcomed in world capitals, feted with
the Nobel Peace Prize, allowed to abscond
with hundreds of millions (and perhaps bil-
lions) of dollars in foreign aid, never prose-
cuted for his crimes and spending his last
days under the protection of a Western gov-
ernment. Yet that was the treatment accord-
ed Arafat in his last years and his last
days. ...
The only good thing to say about Arafat is
that he no longer stains the planet and re-
strains whatever Palestinian organization ex-
ists from building a civil society based upon
the rule of law.

Yet Arafat has so poisoned the political at-
‘mosphere among Palestinians that the next
generation of leaders, if they can outwit
Arafat’s terrorist successors, will have no
easy task before them. But at least it will be
possible.

Immigration plan is lacking
San Francisco Chronicle

Because they live clandestine lives, it's
easy to forget that most illegal immigrants

living ly in the United States.
[This month] President Bush said he was
at last willing to engage with Congress on
how to bring illegal immigrants out of soci-
ety’s shadows. The problem is that his legal-
ization program doesn’t attack the crux of
the problem, and it may actually enlarge the
current illegal-immigrant population.
ush is pushing a classic guest-worker
program. Employers would have to certify
they could not find U.S. workers to fill va-
cant positions. Immigrant workers would
then be able to apply for three-year visas.
After that, they would have to return to their
home country if they were no longer need-

ed. ...

The Bush plan might attract a new class of
immigrant, who in the past was not willing
to make a life-threatening voyage across the
U.S.-Mexico border (in addition to paying a
“coyote” to guide them across). These pre-
sumably would be the migrants without
roots in the United States who Bush envisag-
es would return to their home countries. But
it’s a well-established axiom in immigration
circles that “there is nothing more perma-
nent than a temporary-visa program.” Once
here, it’s likely many rect mlgrants would
stay on, even after their visas exp

M.my U.S. businesses will hdlk d\’ the re-
qmrement that they first have to advertise to

S. workers before signing up some-
one from the guest-worker roster. Thus the
plan may be dead on arrival: Immigrant ad-
vocates will reject it because it contains no
clear pathway to citizenship and employers
will reject it because of its complexity.

Bush should broaden his plan. ... The pres-
ident may also need to use some of his
post-election “political capital” to bring
along GOP conservatives who oppose any
deal on immigration.

‘MNF’ gives us the skinny
Chicago Tribune

Finally! The ABC television network, not
to be outdone by rival CBS in shimmying
over the fuzzy line of decorum and daring
the Federal Communications Commission to
slap it with a big fine, has pulled off its own
Janet Jackson-like caper. In a segment that
aired [Nov. 15] on Munday Night Football”
before the Dallas-Philadelphia game, Eagles
wide receiver Terrell Owens and actress Nic-
ollette Sheridan of the ABC hit “Desperate
Housewives” shared a seductive moment. .

Let's see. Didn't NFL Commissioner Paul
Tagliabue thunder about the league taking
more control over telecasts after the Jack-
son bared-breast incident in the last Super

'
1

Bowl? As if sex appeal and the NFL had
never consorted? Please. Sex has been part
of the NFL at least since the Dallas Cowboy
Cheerleaders first pranced onto the field in
their world-famous skimpy outfits decades
ago. The NFL sells sex and violence and the
occasional touchdown. ...

We wearily rise to suggest, once again,
that such incidents do not warrant the
scorched-earth tactics that the FCC has per-
fected ... [n]or should they be an excuse to
embolden Congress to dramatically increase
fines. That’s just a shortcut to more censor-
ship on television.

Did ABC and the NFL blunder by not
knowing their audience? Seems they may
have known their audience too well.

Goss repeating mistakes
The Daytona Beach (Fla.)
News-Journal

CIA Director Porter Goss is repeating his-
tory at the nation’s most important intelli-
gence agency. Given the CIA’s recent histo-
1y, that’s bad news for the agency, worse
news for national securif

Two weeks before President Bush
launched the Iraq invasion in March 2003,
then-CIA Director George Tenet declared to
Bush that there was a “slam-dunk case” that
Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass de-

made his “slam-dunk” assess-
ment on evidence that other branches of
Bush’s administration knew to be question-
able, dubious, even The war was
launched anyway. Bush trusted Tenet. And
Bush, itis no leap to say, had wanted his war
with Irag since his first year in office, possi-
bly his first weeks. That no weapons of mass
destruction were ever found became yet an-
other catastrophic failure of intelligence on
the CIA’s part, and of judgment on the presi-
dent’s part. .

In the end, the evidence was too over-
whelming to keep Tenet and save the CIA
from an overhaul.

Yet Bush immediately provided for insula-
tion by other means with his appointment of
Goss. ... It was a political rather than an in-
telligent appointment ... a politically driven
tenure rather than a reforming one.

Darfur visit no panacea
The (Baltimore) Sun

The UN. Security Council’s journey to
Nairobi, [Kenya, this month] culminated
with a signed commitment between the gov-
ernment of Sudan and rebel leaders in the
south to resolve the country’s 21-year civil

PN NRREEE

war by year’s end. But the two sides made
the same pledge last year.

On a more pressing issue, the council’s
meeting ... offered no indication that the hu-
‘manitarian crisis in the Darfur region would
end soon.

Traveling to Africa may have been an ex-
traordinary gesture ... [bjut the only re-
sponse that truly matters is the action taken
by the Sudanese government.

It has the power to rein in the Arab mili-
tias. .

‘The grim prospect is that the situation in
Darfur will continue as a humanitarian cri-
sis indefinitely. The reality is that the people
of Darfur will remain refugees until the gov-
ernment and the rebels in the south enter a
power-sharing agreement and a new Sudan
emerges.

No one OK’d blank check
The Daily News, Longview, Wash.

A post-election Associated Press poll
found that two out of three voters prefer that
President Bush and Congress balance the
budget rather than reduce taxes further. .
[Flollowing congressional approval of a big
increase in the nation’s debt limit, some on
Wall Street seemed to second that advice.

By not reimposing “pay as you go” budget
rules that limit tax cuts and spending in-
creases, Congress had effectively given the

lank check to
running big deficits, Stephen S. Roach, chief
economist at Morgan Stanley, told Washing-
ton Post writer Jonathan Weisman. “An
open-ended license for this kind of fiscal irre-
sponsibility is a recipe for disaster,” Roach
said.

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Green-
span has issued the same warning repeated-
ly over the past year. ...

Now, of course, the federal government is
back in the red, as deeply in the red as it's
ever been. The past fiscal year's deficit
amounted to a record $413 billion. To accom-
modate this fiscal irresponsibility, Congress
[this month] had to increase the federal debt
limit by $800 billion, to $8.8 trillion.

The only thing that prevents this heavy
debt from rupturing this nation’s economy is
foreign investment. Congress’ failure to dem-
onstrate any resolve with respect to control-
ling its spending imperils investor confi-
dence.

‘That's risky, because the moment foreign
investors conclude that the United States is
incapable of exercising fiscal discipline,
they'll begin to dump their U.S. holdings. If
and when that happens, interest rates can be
expected to soar, denying the economy the
capital it needs to grow.
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Preparing for

When shopping for
an engagement ring,
good planning is key

BY RUDY ANTOMPIETRI
AND MITCH SWANDA

Special to Stars and Stripes

More than a few servicemembers have
returned home to their significant others
with marriage on their minds. And, tradi-
tionally, before popping the question
comes choosing the ring, which can be a
major financial commitment. Let’s face it
— ring shopping can be an intimidating ex-
perience for a first-timer. But armed with
some basic knowledge about jewelry and a
good financial plan, you can make a confi-
dent purchase.

There are three major stages in the
ring-buying process — finding the right
ring, deciding how to pay for it and protect-
ing your investment. Here is an overview
of the essentials.

Choose ring carefully

Choosing the right ring is a personal deci-
sion that comes from the heart, but you
also should use your head to make sure
you're getting a quality product at a price
within your means. Consider the following
factors:

M The budget. While that full-carat soli-
taire diamond may be a perfect fit for your
bride-to-be, it also may be too big for your
bank account. A common guideline is to
spend an amount equal to one to two
months’ pay on an engagement ring, but
first consider your other financial obliga-
tions. Being knee-deep in debt before the
wedding bells ring can put unnecessary
stress on a young marriage. It's best to
seek a balance between glitter and good
sense. Also keep in mind that diamonds
don’t have to be forever. Some jewelers
offer diamond upgrade programs, allowing

Many servicemembers will return home this season with marriage on their

Courtesy of USAA
ind. When

shopping for a ring, be armed with a budget and some knowledge of jewlery.

owners to “trade in” a smaller diamond for
alarger stone down the road.

B The four Cs. Carat (the weight of the
diamond), cut (the shape of the stone),
color (the amount of color in the stone) and
clarity (the number of flaws inside or on
the surface of the diamond) are the keys to
unlocking the mystery of the diamond se-
lection process. These attributes are stan-
dard measures of a diamond’s quality, mak-
ing it easier for non-experts to identify a
valuable jewel. A diamond that ranks high

in the four Cs is considered to be rarer, and
thus more expensive. This explains why a
smaller, near-perfect diamond may cost
more than a large but flawed one. Plan to
devote some time to learn more about the
four Cs. You'll be happy you did.

M The ring setting. Keep in mind that
your fiancée may have a preference as to
what the setting looks like. While yellow
gold is most traditional, platinum, white
gold and two-tone are all popular options at
varying price ranges.

the first step of a big step

W The jeweler. Not all jewelers are the
same, so it’s important to work with an or-
ganization you trust that offers the service
you need. To the benefit of deployed ser-
vicemembers, some diamond retailers now
provide comprehensive gem selection and
quality service over the Internet. Whether
shopping in cyberspace or at the mall, look
for a retailer with an on-site gemologist
that helps select the highest quality mer-
chandise. Be sure the jeweler will provide
a certified appraisal for the diamond you
choose, and a satisfaction guarantee.

Don't rush the payment

After weeks or even months of search-
ing, you've finally found the perfect ring to
make her dreams come true. Even if
you're comfortable with the price, how you
pay for the ring is another decision that
shouldn’t be taken lightly.

W Cash. If you've been saving up for that
special purchase, your efforts to avoid debt
are commendable. But plunking down a
wad of cash for a ring may not be wise be-
cause it provides less protection than other
forms of payment. Having a third-party
record of the transaction will help you re-
solve any potential misunderstandings.

W Credit card. Though relying on credit
isn't always the best decision, purchasing
jewelry is one example of a good time to
use a credit card. The card creates a paper
trail that allows the purchaser to deny pay-
ment if any wrongdoing is discovered. And
today, lower interest rates available to
those with good credit make using a credit
card an even more attractive option. As al-
ways, it's best to pay off the balance as
soon as possible to avoid paying much
more for the ring than it’s actually worth.

M Personal loan. Whether it's financing
offered through the jeweler or aloan you se-
cure from your own bank, this is another op-
tion with built-in safety features. If taking
this route, don’t sign on the dotted line until
you've shopped around and understand the
terms of the loan, and how the interest
charges affect the total cost of the ring.

SEE RING ON PAGE 31

Education, career can help spouses find ‘bliss’

Susie Besaw, from the book
“The Savvy Sailor's Spouse,” is
new to the military lifestyle but is
eager to learn more about how to
manage her family and her new
lifestyle through the monthly Fam-
ily Readiness Group meetings of
her husband Jake's new com-
ma

he next Family Readi-

ness Group (FRG) meet-

ing was about organizing

and improving your ca-

reer through education.
We had two speakers: Carol from
the FFSC and Bob from Navy Col-
lege. But before we heard from
our speakers, we went through
the FRG's committee reports.
The most interesting committee
report was from our Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation committee
chair, Pat Barnett.

Pat told us her committee was
helping to register several fami-
lies with newborns for the Navy
Relief’s “Budget for Baby” class
and Layette program. The Lay-
ette program, run entirely by
Navy Relief volunteers, was de-
signed to help new and prospec-

tive parents learn about the im-
pact that a new baby may have on
the family financial situation.
Through a program of preventive
education, Pat told us Navy Relief
teaches sailors and their families
about variations in pay and in-
creased expenses; com-
mon consumer pres-
sures targeted to new
parents; and entitle-
ments available through
both government and
private sources. Pat also
mentioned the Layette,
also known as a Junior
Seabag, is issued to any
eligible recipient who
has recently had a bahy
or whose child will b
born within six months
It consists of a coordinat-
ed set of bedding and
clothing, a baby book,
and a handmade item, such as a
sweater set, afghan or quilt, all
packed in a fote or duffel bag. Lay-
ettes are given to recipients after
they attend a “Budget for Baby”
class or complete an individual
budget session with a society case-
worker.

Money U.

Ralph Nelson

Evelyn, our president, then an-
g\énced our speakers, Carol and

“Thank you, Evelyn” Carol
said, as she and Bob walked to the
front of the room. “I'm Carol
Young, spouse employment coor-
dinator at the FFSC, and
this is Bob Reynard from
the Navy College Office.

onight we are going to
talk about education for

military  spouses and
how it can better your ca-
reer opportunities.

“For the purpose of to-
night's presentation, I'd
think of school as a com-
bination of both gaining
skills and  personal
growth.”

“In my 15 years at the
Fleet and Family Sup-
port Center, I've seen
thousands of spouses — all look-
ing for their bliss.”

“Bliss?” Evelyn asked. There
was light chatter in the crowd.

“Yes, bliss,” Carol replied, “or
when you've found a need you
enjoy filling every day. I believe
most people can fill many needs

well, but only Dne of them Wuuld
help them wake

ing looking forward to ﬁl]mg the
need they've chosen,” -
plied. “For the past 15 years I've
been waking up looking forward
to helping Navy spouses. I would
say I've found my bliss.”

“But what if you've found your
bliss, but it doesn’t pay enough to
cover your bills?” someone asked.

“Tryto decrease ycur bl].ls with-
out sacrificis uality-
of-life, if possnhle B Caml replled
“Sometimes it’s not easy. If you
need help dealing with your bills,
then you can talk to one of our fi-
nancial counselors at the FFSC or
talk to a Navy-Marine Corps Re-
lief Society case worker. If you
lower your monthly expenses and
you still can’t cover everything,
then you need to fill a need that
earns more pay. More pay usual-
ly requires more skills and more

gt you, Carol, everyone,”
Bob said ‘in_his soothing, low
voice. “I work at the local Navy
College Office and want to spend

afew minutes telling you what we

do at Navy College.
“The Navy College has offices in
62 major shore installations

around the world. These form the
backbone of the Navy College pro-
gram. The Navy College consists
of a network of professional educa-
tion services specialists, education
technicians, and guidance counse-
lors. These professionals counsel
and advise Navy members and
their families on all matters relat-
ing to academic programs and tu-
ition assistance. They also adminis-
ter all on-base education pro-
grams. Some specific examples of
how we help include:

M Analyzing and defining your
education goals and capabilities
Reviewing your previous college
work and helping you apply.

W Selecting courses and pro-
grams you will need to succeed
Helping you enter a suitable col-
lege, university or training school.

B Finding ways to help you earn
credit-by-examination.

SEE SPOUSES ON PAGE 31
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Q: All I want for Christmas is for my in-laws to
make their estate plan.

'm not greedy. I don’t want their money, their
property or their not-so-small business. What I real-
ly want is freedom from the fear that my husband
who is involved in the family business — and I
will be forced to deal with the inevitable confusion,
hassles and unnecessary expenses that come when
people don’t bother to plan.

We've tried to bring up this subject
with them a few times, but they always
brush us off by saying they’ll do some-
thing about it later. My husband also has
siblings, which further complicates mat-
ters even though they are not involved
in the business. How can we get his par-
ents to act?

A: People have plenty of reasons to
avoid estate planning. Confronting our
own mortality isn’t exactly fun, and good
estate-planning attorneys 2 cheap.

ut people who don’t bother to create a
will or living trust run the risk that the
fmal ]a:ung impression they will leave is

.y didn’t care enough about their
loved one: to spare them the “confusion, hassles
and unnecessary expenses” you rightly foresee.
Each state has rules about who gets what when
someone dies intestate, or without a will. Those
rules can work for people who don’t have much
and don’t care who gets what little they have. But
the rules can be disastrous for people of means,
like your in-laws. The state may decide that their
company should go in equal shares to your hus-
band and his siblings, for example — even if the
siblings have shown o interest in or aptitude for
the business and your husband has been running it

Money Talk

£ af
Liz Pulliam Weston

In-laws’ will worries wife

single-handedly for decades.

the company could get stuck in probate, the
court process that typically follows death, for
‘months or years, making it difficult to run the busi-
ness. In some states, including California, probate
costs can eat up 3 percent or more of the gross es-
tate — an expense that’s well worth planning to
avoid.

Finally, there is the issue of estate
taxes, which are still with us even though
they are being phased out under current
law (they will be back in force in 2011 un-
less Congress acts to prevent that).
Again, a little planning now could signifi-
cantly reduce the costs that your in-laws’
estate incurs later.

Because the direct approach hasn’t
worked so far, you might consider restart-
ing the discussion by focusing on a some-

“softer”

your in-laws whom they would want to
nominate as decision maker under similar circum-
stances.

If that discussion goes well, you — or better yet,
your husband — can broach the topic of a morc
plan

Ring: Buying the right one

RING, FROM PAGE 30

The benefits of atlractwe ﬁ-
nancing incentives — such as
zero percent interest for as much
as 12 months — from some jewel-
ers may be a better deal than out-
side loans when the total costs are
figured. But be warned that some
such financing deals may impose
high interest rates or accrued in-
terest charges on borrowers who
don’t pay off the note completely
in the interest-free time period.

Peace of mind

A diamond ring may be one of
the most valuable items you own
that's frighteningly easy to lose.
Many a heart has been broken by
rings sliding down the bathtub
drain or disappearing on the
beach. While the sentimental
value may be gone forever, hav-
ing the ring covered by insurance
can relieve the financial loss.

Homeowners and renters insur-

ance policies may provide some
protection for fire damage or
theft, but the coverage is limited
(typically up to $1,000) and will
not reimburse the owner if the
ring is lost. A personal articles
floater is a great way to ensure
the ring will be fully covered.
“Floaters” have no deductible
and usually cover lost items.

While youre working with
your insurance company to in-
sure the ring, it can be a good op-
portunity to ask how your other in-
surance policies might change as
you begin married life.

Planning a proposal is an excit-
ing time, marking the first step to-
ward a new life as a married cou-
ple. By approaching the ring-buy-
ing process with knowledge and
prudence, you'll set a strong pre-
cedent for many more financial
decisions to come.

Rudy Antompietri, a graduate gemolo-

gist, is director of USAA Gemological
rvices. Mitch Swanda

financial planner pract

your

ed fedr.s that lhe business they worked so hard to
build could be decimated by their demise.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit Score: How
0 Fix, Improve and Protect the 3-Digit Number That Shapes
Your Financial Future.” Questions for Money Talk can be
mitted via her p://www.lizweston .com,
aithough she regrets that she cannot respond personally to
ueries.
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Spouses: When making
goals, ‘plan backward’

SPOUSES, FROM PAGE 30

“Navy College offices also can
help guide you to courses — of-
fered both on and off base — that
are needed to complete a high
school diploma by passing a GED

ly, we help find
places you can study for techni-
cate; im-
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prove your academlc skills in
reading, math and English; or
help you earn a college degree.
“Are there any questions?”

’s the best way to earn a
college degree?” Shelly West, our
speclal projects person, asked.

“Make a goal and plan back-
ward,” Bob replied. “To be suc-
cessful, your goals must be re

tic, clearly defined, and measur-
able. You also need an action plan
to achieve them. It definitely
helps to write your goals and ac-
tion plan down.”

Copies of Ralph Nelson's books — “The

Savvy Sailor” and “The Savvy Naval

Officer” — can be purchased by writing
Shington

tor Master Bian Inc, 500 N, Wa
st X 10071, Rockviile, MD 20849
or oniine at www.savvy.omweh.com.
This article is written and the book is
sold with the understanding that nei-
ther the author nor Stars and Stripes
ancial advisers. If
Jou need advice, please soek profession-
al assistance. The author specifically
disclaims any Habmt‘/. 1055 Or risk —
personal or otherwise — incurred as
or indirectly,
sing or appiying any of the infortiation
contained in this article or the bool
E-mail for feedback is:
finance@stripes.osd.mil

Money tip of the day

C'é:nts and Sensibility

The Associated Press

Many employees are excited
about their office holiday party,
according to a survey by Quill,
an office supply firm based in
Lincolnshire, III.

Only 3 percent of employees
polled said they dread the
thought of going, while 75 per-
cent said they look forward to
this annual event. Nearly half,

Office holiday parties

49 percent, said they prefer a for-
mal affair with spouses and sig-
nificant others, while about a
third prefer an employee-only
casual event.

Most, 72 percent, said they ex-
pect the company will spend
about the same for the party as
in 2003.

The survey involved 652 exec-
utive, office manager and admin-
istrative workers.

Discover why
so many people
are saying...

FirstCommand

www.FirstCommand.com
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Sunday Horoscope

It's a lazy morning, and energy is
scattered, but that's not to say all
those fragmented shards of effort
aren't going o good use. We're not
always lucky enough to see the
results of our actions until much,
much later in our lives. But you can
be sure that every activity matters.
Handle correspondence
and finances this evening.  Hl

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 28). Love
lights your way this year; a
promise is fulfilled in the
next four weeks. Consoli-
date your resources, and
prepare for big changes.
An entrepreneurial project
is featured in December.
Powerful people start to
take notice. Your love life
is a hot item in January.
You must make a choice that
affects how you'll spend the rest of
the year.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
charming enfant terrible, you're an
indispensable part of your group. If
not for you, everyone would keep
marching to the drone of perfect,
boring stasis. If you're accused of
being a troublemaker, grin, and
say, “That's me.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Your penetrating sincerity will
pierce the bubble of a problem,
deflating it over the course of the
next few days. This power can also
be used to conquer your lingering
anxieties about events on the
horizon.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
This is not a status quo kind of day,
unless, of course, you're deter-
mined to settle for it. Challenge
yourself. What would make you
want to sing a song of praise or
emote a triumphant shout?

CANCER (June 22-July 22). An
aloof approach to love works won-
ders. Being clingy is tiring anyhow.
Spend time with a romantic interest
because you want to, not because
you need to. Ask to be delivered
from a battle that was never yours
to fight.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Its
natural for you to use your courage
to protect others or further a cause
you believe in but did not originate.
Believe in your own worthiness. It

ay Mathis

may as well be you! Advance, and
achieve — retreat, and watch
someone else achieve.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You don't need a formal ritual to
divorce yourself from a part of your
life that has become outworn. Let it
go the way you discharge
any other heavy burden
— open your hand, and
drop it where you stand.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Having a day off is
an opportunity for proac-
tive thinking and planning.
Action taken on an admin-
istrative level is the way to
good fortune, but it's not
going to happen unless
you write it down on your
calendar and really do it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You know better than to wait for a
reason to reach out. Your self-es-
teem is anything but fragile now.
You can bare your soul with no
fear of how others will react (since
it will have zero effect on the way
you see yourselfl).

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). With only 10 percent more
compassion for yourself, you will
understand what motivates you.
With 10 percent more compassion
for others, you'll know their inten-
tions and accept their gifts as
loving gestures.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). If you take things literally,
youlll be frustrated. The day is ripe
with complexity, symbolism and
hidden meaning. Look deeply into
every situation, beyond what can
be captured on video and into the
story behind the story.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Conflict is scary, not just for you but
for many — OK, it’s scarier for you
Though you're not out to hurt feel-
ings, into every relationship a little
confrontation must fall — other-
wise, someone is not being real.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You define friendship in broad
terms and are therefore able to
have more friends. Embrace those
fearful, imperfect human beings
you've chosen to make a part of
your world.

Creators Syndicate

Biting through the pain

Where does the phrase “bite
the bullet” come from? My guess
is the military, though why any-
one would actually bite a bullet is
beyond me.

You are half right in supposing
that “bite the bullet” (and the ear-
lier “bite on the bullet”) comes
from the military. The phrase
originated in military medical
practices of the 19th century.

During the American Civil
War, unsanitary conditions and
poorly trained field surgeons
were just two reasons that ampu-
tation was the most commonly
performed operation for a wound-
ed or gangrenous arm or leg. In

the days before antiseptics, it was
easier to remove the infected part
than to stop the infection.

But the field surgeons didn’t
have anesthesia, either — per-
haps just a bt of whiskey, as in
old westerns. To help the patient
endure the pain of amputation,
they would give him a bullet or
some other hard object to bite
down on, in much the way you
might clench your fist while en-
during a painful injection or tooth
extraction.

New approach may be needed
to motivate unresponsive son

Dear Abby: My 9-year-old
stepson, “Bryan,” is turning into
a feminine little boy. He knows
all about girly products and what
is on sale at the mall. Bryan’s
mother treats him like a baby.
All they do at their
house is sit around and
watch TV. She has no
friends, and neither
does Bryan. He does not
get involved with any-
thing; he is exactly like
his mother.

When Bryan is at our
house, we try to get him
involved in activities,
but the boy is lazy and
doesn’t want to partici-
pate. Then he tells his
mother that his father
yells at him. My hus-
band does yell, but only to get
Bryan off his butt to do some-
thing. The result is Bryan wants
to spend very little time with us
because of his mother’s constant
babying.

At our house, he has chores
and we make him help with
things.

At her house, she does every-
thing for him.

How can we make Bryan less
feminine and involve him with
friends and activities?

— “Wicked” Stepmom
in Pennsylvania

Dear Stepmom: It is a parent’s
Jjob to help a child be the best

Dear Abby

that he (or she) can be. That does
not mean the father remaking
the child in his own image, and
that may be what the boy is
resisting. Bryan is not particular-
ly “masculine,” and he’s not
interested in what you and your
husband are trying to
force him into. Your
insistence on trying to
make him fit your mold
may be what is driving
him away.

Instead of yelling at
him to get him “off his
butt,” if you need his
help with chores, say
exactly that. (“Bryan, T
need your help with
something.”) And since
he isn't interested in the
usual “boy things,”
perhaps it’s time you and your
husband expose the boy to art,
music, dance, to see what does
turn him on.

If none of the above does the
trick, then some professional
counseling for the three of you to
establish a healthier level of
communication is in order. You
may be able to help Bryan be
more social, but don’t count on
changing the core of who he is.

Dear Abby: My wedding is
scheduled for the fall of next
year. My parents are paying for
the whole thing. My problem is
my grandmother. She has never
shown any interest in me and

doesn’t know me from a hole in
the wall. She has been verbally
abusive to my father throughout
his entire life. She even told him
once that he was a “mistake” and
she didn’t even want to have him.

T do not want this woman at
my wedding, but I know my
father wants her there. My dad
feels that since I am her only
granddaughter, she should be
present. I have nothing but anger
toward her because of the way
she has treated my father and
her indifference toward me.

‘Who should decide whether
the mean old bag will attend?
Since my parents are paying,
does my father get the final say?
Oh, did I mention that my moth-
er does not want Granny there,
either? How should this be han-
dled?

— Hates Granny in Maryland

Dear H.G.: My advice is to be
a lady and be gracious.

Your father has his reasons for
wanting his mother to come to
the wedding. Please find it in
your heart to grant his wish
without giving him further heart-
burn. On your wedding day, you
will be so busy with your wed-
ding party and your husband,
you'll hardly even know the
woman is there.

Lettersfor this column — with your
imber ~ should be
adaressed o Dear Abby, P.0. BOX 69440,
A 90069. Readers can write
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Husband should tell chronic
flirt that it’s time to back off

Dear Annie: My 50-year-old
husband has fallen victim to a

irt.

“Georgia” is 20 years younger
and a member of our wine-tast-
ing group. She follows my hus-
band’s every move and glues
herself to his side, laughing,
touching and hugging
him. I once caught her
showing him a picture of
the two of them that she
keeps in her wallet. (It
was a group shot, and
she cut out all the oth-
ers.) Georgia often tells
my husband that he’s
good-looking and what a
cute couple they’d
make. She is friendly to
me, but it’s only to get
personal information
about my husband. Surprisingly,
she is engaged to another mem-
ber of our group, but there is no
wedding in sight.

My husband is flattered, of
course, but insists that Georgia
sees him as a father figure. Well,
she already has a father, thank
you. Her behavior really bothers
me, and she seems oblivious ln
my that her

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-
Dictionary, Tenth Ed
send questions to Merriam-Webster's
Wordwatch, b.0. Box 281, 47 Federal .
Springfield, Mass. 01102.

are not welcome. I trust my dear
husband, but I don’t trust her.
He thinks Georgia’s flirting is
harmless and that I am jealous

for no reason. To his credit, he
tries to avoid Georgia, so as not
to upset me. I no longer enjoy
these gatherings, but cannot stop
attending because we are offic-
ers of the group. How do I deal
with Miss Hot Pants?
— No Name, Please
Dear No Name: Your

's Mailbox husband is the one who

should tell Georgia to
back off. His tolerance
of her flirting is the
same as encourage-
ment, and he needs to
be more forceful about
telling her to leave him
alone.

If Georgia continues
stalking your husband,
you might consider
quitting the group, re-
gardless of your status there.

Dear Annie: Every year, my
company gives its employees
donation cards to a charity, and
we're instructed to turn the
cards in with our donations. The
trouble is, if employees do not
choose to contribute, our depart-
ment heads lean on us. They
want to claim 100 percent partici-
pation. Each year I have given a
small donation.

1 have co-workers who have
been upbraided for not giving

enough.

We've been told to give one
hour’s pay per month. This may
not sound like much, but there
have been times when money
was so tight around my house
that the extra few dollars meant
having gas money for the week.

1 give when I can, to my
church and to the charities of my
choice.

I resent that my company tries
to intimidate me into giving what
I cannot afford to a charity I do
not support. What should I tell
my boss if he attempts to lean on
me? Do I have any legal re-
course? Please help.

— Not Feeling Charitable

Dear Not Charitable: Being
“leaned on” is not illegal unless
your job is threatened if you don't
contribute. Simply give what you
can and say “sorry” when you
can't. If you feel unduly pres-
sured, however, it might help to
talk to your supervisor and say
so. In fact, if several employees
do this together, perhaps the boss
will tone down the demands.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
t0: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators
syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd.,

Suite 700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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Right: Craig Pierce serves a customer at a Subway restaurant after
assisting with a funeral at the True Bethel Baptist Church, located

e the same building as the restaurant in Buffalo, N.Y., this month.
ierce, a minister at the church, manages the restaurant.

Above: The restaurant is part of the church’s job training program that
also includes a bookstore, silkscreen company and cleaning company.

AP photos

The body, the blood and a Subway sub

BY CAROLYN THOMPSON
The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — At True Bethel Bap-
tist Church, the Rev. Darius Pridgen is
happy to serve the Word. He’s also pretty
quick to serve a sub.

The pastor of the respected church in an
impoverished, inner-city nelghborhood
has installed a Subway sandwich shop in-
side the building, nudging out part of the
choir stand.

The choir’s adjusted. The restaurant’s
booming. Pridgen is amazed and amused.

But mostly the energetic pastor is happy
to accomplish his goal of giving young peo-
ple in his community a place to work — or
better, someplace to learn to work.

“I expect none of them to be here more
than a year, that’s my goal,” said Pridgen,
sitting in his church office after presiding
over the funeral of a young murder victim.

There are too many such funerals here
on Buffalo’s east side, where businesses

Buffalo minister teaches job skills
at restaurant in inner-city church

are more likely to close than open. Pridgen
estimates he buries two young, black vi
tims of street violence every month. It is vi-
olence, he thinks, born of a hopelessness
that enfolds the struggling Rust Belt city.

“Visually, audibly, I think this adds to
hope,” Pridgen said, the aroma of baking
bread filling the air as employees worked
on an assembly line of meat, cheese, pick-
les, onions and peppers.

Since opening in September, the
fast-food franchise has placed consistently
among the top performers in the 80-store
region, at one point sending an embar-
rassed Pridgen begging for bread at other
Subways to get through a crazy rush.

“It’s turned into a bigger operation than
we ever imagined,” he said. “In weeks.”

making money isn’t the point, he
added “Money just follows mission.”

The church started a work-skills pro-
gram for young people two years ago but it
fizzled without jobs for its graduates.
That's when the church, which is housed in-
side a former supermarket and attracts
about 2,000 people each week, opened its
own businesses: a small bookstore, silk-
screen company and cleaning company
that contracts with an adjacent charter
school.

For Subway officials, the church loca-
tion — its first — posed no problems.

“If there’s room and it fits within the zon-
ing board requirements, we're happy,”
said Les Winogard, a spokesman for the
Milford, Conn.-based chain.

The city provided about $10,000 in small
business grants, Common Council mem-
ber Antoine Thompson said.

Pridgen recognizes the drug dealers
who come into Subway by the way their
money is folded. He believes having them
see people who look like them working a le-
gitimate job, even owning a restaurant, can
instill hope.

Pridgen recruited a 20-year-old man,
Craig Pierce, to manage the shop and he
keeps his own Subway uniform in his office
closet with his pastoral robes, regularly
donning it to mop floors and handle stock.

He sees the need for job training on the
employment applications that cross his
desk, some with missing or incorrect infor-
‘mation.

“What usually happens is the best get ev-
erything — the smartest, the brightest,”
Pridgen said. “What we have the opportuni-
ty here to do is to help those who might not
have been given the educational tools or
the job-training tools.”

Muslim rappers combine beats, beliefs

BY ANNA JOHNSON
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — When David Kelly — aka
“Capital D” — raps, he doesn't follow the
mainstream mantra of women, cars and

jewelry.

Instead, the Chicago rapper uses his
rhymes to dish out praise for Allah, criti-
cize the war in Iraq and blast corporate
America.

Kelly is among a new group of Muslim
rap artists gaining popularity among Mus-
lim-Americans looking for entertainment
that reflects both their mainstream tastes
and religious beliefs.

“Muslims in the United States are not
going away. They’re part of the culture,
but they’re not creating their own culture,”
Kelly said. “I try to show them that you can
be creative, artistic, happy and still be Mus-
lim.”

Islam is not new to rap. The Nation of
Islam and other nontraditional sects like
the “Five Percenters” have influenced
hip-hop through lyrics and images since
the late 1970s. And Nation of Islam leader
Louis Farrakhan has been mentioned and
sampled in many raps.

But this new wave of Muslim-influenced
music seeks to convey messages and imag-
es more in line with orthodox Islam.

“The music says I'm still an American,
and I still want my culture. But I want to re-
fine it so I can incorporate Islam into it,
t0o,” said Mike Shapiro, 23, who created
the Web site www.muslimhiphop.com ear-
lier this year. “Muslims in America and
Muslim youths really need this. They don’t
have anyone to relate to.”

Kelly recently performed before a
crowd of about 80 people on Chicago’s
South Side as part of a monthly event orga-
nized by the Chicago-based Inner-City
Muslim Action Network.

Audience members sipped tea and
smoothies as Kelly performed several
songs from his latest album, “Insomnia.”
For religious reasons, Kelly performs only
in venues that don’t serve alcohol when he
is on stage.

“His stuff is really powerful and mov-
ing,” Sabah Khan, 22, said after Kelly’s per-
formance. “I think it's important to support
music that's positive. People say they listen
to music on the radio because they say they
like the beat. But you can have a beat and
the song can have a positive message.”

Kelly said his music hasn’t always been
politically charged.

Before converting to Islam four years
ago, Kelly — who was raised Catholic —
said his music lacked a seriousness and dis-
cipline.

“Now, I have a different agenda,” he
said. “If T am going to put an album out, I
have to say something.”

That kind of message-driven music also
is at the heart of Remarkable Current, an
Oakland, Calif.-based record label that fea-
tures several hip-hop artists. Though listen-
ers may not realize the artists are Muslim
when they first hear the music, they will no-
tice the positive messages, said founder

nas Canon.

“I try to push an art out there that is lov-
ing and positive and a reflection of our spir-

ality,” Canon said.

Ke].ly said he knows it will take orthodox
American Muslims a while to carve their
own path in the hip-hop world, but he’s opti-
mistic.

“Muslims are starting to take the culture
they listen to and creating thelr own cul-
ture in a very American way,” Kelly said.

“Islam hip-hop is very young in the pro-
cess, and we'll have to bump heads for a
while, but we'll make it.”

Muslim rapper David Kelly, aka “Capital
D,” performs for an attentive audience at
the Spoken Word Cafe in Chicago. Kelly is
among a new group of Muslim hip-hop
artists gaining popularity among
Muslim-Americans.
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PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS {

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars &

4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

comcr STRIPES TO PLA%EG AN AD
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number).

Fix
Stripes Classified. Tnll

submit with the appropriate

1§ fox senvce | ripes.osd.mi
“Germany 06155-601-376
155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Free In Euro Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804  Italy: 800-7. Spain: 900958304

UK.: 0800-0858828

Customer Ser

it will begin runr
§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

ning the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON

e Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)

-877-751-8352
vice: 06155-601437 or DSN 349-8437
ESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
-601203 or DSN 03.

14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55

Phone #:

Run Date(s):

Unit

affect the intearal vlue of the ad,

uropean Stars & Str
B e haversisine

ON BUSIN
MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADANS AT (1
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM _FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY 14 lines/4 days @ 520
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Busness Name:

Your Name:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES ddress:
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (circle one):
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). § Category #:
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § AL

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property L

for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercal Rates apply to L

property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates appl

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Smpes Classified. Ll 1111111

* Payment s required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: “Seind Pagment to:

MaserCard, Check or Maney Order. Plese do not send cash. I an a i not receved hy th designated deadtine AP0 dddress

29480, APO AE

es
! Department
o211

Intemationgl pddress
European Stars & Stripes
TR G saitiad Aduarising

Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Deadline to place, cancl, o make any change to an ad fs four business Gays pror to st date of publication. s the respansibiity of the advertiser to contact European Stars & Stripes Classifed on he firt date of publication to corect eror. I the ad has a typographical eror, that does not
), i, misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bold, italicized ncorrectly: it willbe corected, but o makegood will be given. Incorect phone numbers, urong price, wiong dates, make or model lised incorretly wil result n a makegood for one
additional day. Stas & Stripes reservs the right o edit and retun any and all ads considered inappropriate for publihing. A classified advertisements are non-refundable.

Announcements 040 | Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Classic Autos 160 _ | Trucks 174 _ |Flying Lessons 480 _ | Pets 820
Germany 142 ermany 142
F u Mumng 68 Co oupe, - 289 Dudg;dkam ‘D5| éf’nlo Qukad kE;ZNc'm FLC:H‘{T C::Sg@m *Purchase of listed pets is at
3030525 1| Moot B0 0 e SR TR D S8 SR0CRARL HATOTR | ST o8 S | 0 ey SRy
SHOP AT e, D Bttt By | bl adtie | O HeRao GotrE0TIS | Graud Sl 888,08 | roader i momveran 00
& OCONUS ears Sooner Cai 0930258364 Bamberg " | $T6:800 " calOF7 1281584 el R . colemanaerodlub.com _ | foe any purchas
i il B\ 89, US Spec Grey ito108D ‘98 135K | Motorcycles 164 ) gray " Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
. S TER 50 | Heonan Yioinn, s e y e ret k- exdl oo o
around the globe, SRecp el 005 il g mobw c;“ ke new, euro- §151550 &40 80 %5285° ™ | Furniture. 510 )
Low paymerts, St Lat ees o7 Harey Davidson 1200 Sport | Frd Hanger 55 XLT.5 5
! New blue leather couch Was | Enclsh Bull (F) dog el i
PuncHAsE Felor s, oG 2 e, 90 5 | ez soTrccoc o | Apnveray eaton (i | £ RO e e 0, o0 | e 2 0 o o i
orded 23510 runs good, o shape, | eilr"bronze el fgine, | b i malnt, 2 heims, cover bought 3 st bt can oy usa )
sage tires, asking | Superb’ condition § 12,500 call | full waranty though 10/07. ask- 64435036 eve 452435-653085 gl\ 06221-589663. v cal A
‘5‘3‘95“’5" ““'“‘“ 000 obo. Gall 01753387078 | Mark O6195-676851 ing $9500. Call 06995-637660. 2.ca 5 01752825947 pup school grad.
= Toyota, Corolla, %9 Gorman | WD Sportster, aniversary mo Jack Russel puppies
$2000 Free Quate onine || BTSRRI S0 | P R IT | BT 2 Bea 20| jobs Wanted 640 it
o famicrodong ) | G575 Goos-o1ess |$ 850100 cd OO TRTEET | Edt iR STRESSEREE HOLIDAY | Honest s, qoos rern | HiERO Coonfsionly o8
[ Neg o g v o . en, T o e
halll] ¥ Wercury Cougar 01, Ve, mar s Honda CBR 920 00 German SHOPPING Jooking 10 clean houses/ | 987637144’ i geccr
GIVE AWAY T O O | Yoe Vip R, o | LSRR D 85I | i sooon gl s ot SaglePgsngs i e, is oAb o
Smonﬂobo za\losiazsawas Tl e bk ‘3;",9“ whieels, | for everyone on your list English Bulldog  puppies,
BETWEEN || EEIEIIRRGT | o s honat co §i8 0 sling Ta O ovo Sl B Gl STl B | o S e if' Voime and sho, wiapers
« gias, 6,500 obd, call | You'l find pampering products, Mops puppies, wormed _and
Dasweo ety 9 oy apee | HE T NN Yout frd pamo mgnva,dyﬂ‘ PersontoPerson 800 | Mere Rt 'Sigie i
NOV 22 - DEC 22| " casselte, reul Condition, Gondition, iow cd-player, nvenience! n 01726535503
Automotive 140 sasoﬂmogauanﬁ Foaisre szﬁgé G0 ShSr8 " | m— TN RIS 31, 1.73m i
Fiat_Bare et s B 1o Sport Utilty Vehicle 172 _ | mary kay Indaponsient Boauty | Warls. 10 meet her 22-38 for | Pug puppy and French Bull Dog
SARETCH | v g onss ooy | BB Rttt | e Penio ey conditant | Sotseaterthe cnat | P W, o s ond
eSS I arantos,**CRl | SSimmer fres l. ooy i, | 3 el o ww maryiay comKoradie 7
SRSt B i e ??”?mfa”ﬁséf?uiséf" ot Sgomn, 2 g b | ™ Gz " | e oma 2
your dollars with | ] “”‘('gg%gzgggg‘g‘;‘ 19,000 00 | e———— 405 F-an:«\‘m area -smseekmg
onclusive Goupons | Ford Fiesta 01 & Serous rlalonship wih Amr | Sharpel 6 monifs, male_ win
E8eg 1o Sk o Ty Can’ male, pi il . | papare beavtl rare. b
and discounts! Agloslor Sale " S0 IR OB ) A\g?sfov Sale 1 |Eo B e s Computers 360 |can mal. pica ganpe . beautl are” breee
e |- d Explorer 04, oy
Py ~Germany ~Haly St e e o i e | OO0 asoSa
e Mustang Wacht 01 5ep0 o 358 Al 5150 5560588 Parner in' tanau 19 | ee—
pre-screened an: an Mazda 626L 01 V6, 251, auto, | —————— aroa omal s Gcompsens
rated for APOIFPO || Noog a heos car awant ool sze’xEca?\‘o"ﬂ%‘é‘@&e??g"”“’w B R0, S e8| pors Evptrer 0 T, s o P Real Estate 850
service & shipping | vourcar? Checkusout, e 4.5 7 oum | 0040 Te0RRsE Y Ot | poe Wﬂ;gza‘.sméggoc‘.m % [F o e v povnt
[ S 125 o O nisTs | M kmgus'gvev‘w‘lela e _pals 0y 2000calOCPIT00T | fu Ly panrabiures | | Pets 820 | (hesbaden, Sehoe) o Meinct
WWW.OCONUS.COM NGODWETRUST __ | 69502 623841 Bamberd —Aulos Waned 15 g‘gggve E':;"*g‘s‘,‘vg;;g = rouse" 200 5’ e bea
o serios 93, auto, ac F SRS e Beagle puppies 7 wesks old, 3| 00 s, garage & more.
for detal b Ee%nw'mues B | Mmoo S0 [~ — gw‘;g,véw‘ M Prone:0700 2632 2255 colors, champlon parenis, euro. 97“ ',‘e““” e, e
it e 5y mies' g2k | selection bk, automalic ac dssad e ¥ X e or e - one monih o rn
rreoronEs ommons || (o BEssisd 00 0 ! | YRS e 0§ MERCEDES OR JAPANESE | cor R L)
A5(0)1803- ARHELP, please call "
w.aa - europe net bafors you, sal ik ot gve Long Distance
Announcements 040 Computers 360 | Service 660
'APOHQ com: Shop Securs! T
Sl Bcin O e T must e dunc
Only o Best HOME 1S WHERE DS Us | | 4, Us spec any condtion email
IRFORCESENDSUS | |20 0 Telephone Cheaper?
Shipping to APOPO e e e B SN | | — 1_unw —— US Company now in Europe
wven APOFPOShipping com of yourr di dhelow. | | BysesVans/RVs 158 e
B —— You can save 30% and More
"Papa Joe's Back Yard" onalized Key holders and | | SeSTANSITES T 4} 800HighTech.com Just call Twill show you how
is coming ‘back to.Heideberg! | | Christmas ifts please che Veb site n o 00 Grand, | § o o
Boube Fsavuve_ sonue Sears P g Bereatto Eﬂ;‘ﬁw %%Kfm N, Financ CUSTOM COMPUTERS Cell-phone +49 0160-3726148 or
2400 5 1800 Y. For www.woodlandsstudie.com ool cha seg wim gt | [ lewl23@web.de
Tekatercall 0160-677-5470 T 5356036 "

$42,995 2003 BMW X5 4.4L

Military Car Sales

08480
(09?21) 675 27 35/ (09721) 803013
www.militarycarsales.org

|
$24,995 2003 BMW 325i Sport

T
$26,995 2004 BMW 325Ci
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Apartment Unfurn 856 | Services Offered 952 _ | Travel 1000 (Travel 1000 _ | Jobs Offered 630 _| Jobs Offered 630
GarmisH |

Darmstadt. Spockstatd 8 miles
from post, 1bdrm, Kitchen, .

ih Wih shower. storage room,
50 am. ouo 410 warm, avaia-
e now. cal 0615563516 o
0178879677

Great 3 bedrm, 1 1/12 bath town

Pouse, 195 s, wih arge back

) 3 o ltes
Pidacn 0, near U.S Hos

i o bs21-5h0408

Moder Studio Aprtideal for one

gerson 5 min drve from i
Main AB, available 1 Dec, call

01713656220 leave msg.

Aganmem Fumn 860

Tomporary ading, et spart
ment, fulyfum. e

g Avalh Now.
ol anytime O153-3245081

Religious Activities 871

i Luieran
triVelcomes

Every Sunday- 10:30 at the.
emeindehaus.
Serving Frankfurt, Main
Wiesbaden, Germany. 5
minutes south of IKEA.
1¥ Sunday- 1300 he st
Chapel
Lo, England tres)

2 & 4" Sundays- 17:00 at
[Ramstein AFB- South Chapel

Saturday before the 3 Sunday
10:30 at the SELK Church i

Munich
(Near the Nymphenburg
chlos

Saturday before the 3
17:00 Commun
Kelly Barracks Stuttgard

unday

For information contact;
Pastor Michael Schrocder
061

welschaplain @1-online.dc

‘Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran

GHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-

our Home Avay From Home:
FO: 0711712381 o
ofirSeato
v 07116019025 or
1439
voow Stgarchurchoehtory

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
your international church farmly
in'the greater Frankiunt area.

ynaavs orship

)
mmum Aug» Sunday Scnnm
Adult uth

WollfPh.069-056-31066; Go to:
W rinity- utheran.de for more
info, directons parking, otc

Resume Service 928

RESUMES.CAREER
COACHING, Service
www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-097648

Satellite Television 932

$29900)

Includes Digtal Keceiver & Card

Do you need Help Haulng TV
umiture ete. | can

call for  Quote.
0152.02150841

Holel Forsthaus Oberau & km
th of Garmisch Hot tub/saun:
30U PP, D

Haul it all

BL occp, froe brkfst,
dogs welcome. 08624-9120

WINE SHIPPING'
|We ship wine, and other
beverages in small and

large guantities

installation and stonechip rep:

AUTO GLASS CO.
B ot nstalers for o s

out Eutope.Mast e 1D cardholdr.

MPRI

Travel 1000 g
i rusial ..
urs & Trips avai, EURO 32.
Apt Spain Gosta Del Sol :
St o istanios | PP B, 0042025777067
apbeachvacations com i s
Jobs Offered 630

MPRI

Quality Assurance Representatives
Individuals are nceded for positions within
Central Germany. Candidates need to have
extensive Motor Pool experience in maintaining
Army tactical vehicles and equipment.
nderstanding of contracting procedures would
be beneficial. Team players possessing excellent
written and verbal communication .\b.mm m a
strong analytical talent are essential ncy
in the user skills of Microsoft's Office Z(Kl(l Su\le
is nesessary.  Inteested? Fx resume to: 0631-
4143408 or_e-mailto- 1

ing. Call

06726-1508 or emall
Glenriadiegt-online de
s glenricaiewines.

emlll. lnlo@ne-mogl-sum
oglas.:

Logistics Analysts
Individuals must have extensive knowledge
e in the Maintenance and Logistics of U. S
o m—. Army tactical combat vehicles.  Recent

Jobs Offered

630

Unit Movement Training Instructors
Central Texas College is currently accepting resumes for
instructors to teach Unit Movement Training.

The government will be contracting out the Unit
Movement Training Courses conducted at the 7° ATC
Combined Arms Training Center (CATC) in Vilseck.

CTC il bid on the coniact and neds insitors for

these course:

Interested pcl\nnml please contact CTC, Atn Gary R.
28036, APO AL 09112 or DSN 476-

Motor Pool experience with background
Standard Issve skills within the Army Vehicle Maintenance
Program is necessary. Familiarity of the
Meets A | Procurement, . and
New Standard Transportation disciplines is desirable. An
active team player with excellent writien and
verbal communication abilities and a stron
. ||| analytical twlent is required. A proficient
estripes.osd.mil ||| computer user skill of Microsoftis Office
2000 Professional Suite is necessary
Employment will be in the Kaiserslautern
area, I interested, fax resume to: 0631-414-

STARS.;ASTR\PES. 3408 or e-mail to: hbenco@t-online.de

Homothn Newipaper

2553/2542 Civilian Tel: 09662 2542 or
Email

Are you seeking nﬁ post Quarters??!!!
We are your Contact and Relocation Specialist
all or E-mail Anytime
We will return your call
Our services include:
Bi-lingual German-English
Personal Escort to and from Apartments and Houses
heaper telephone and much more
We also help after the closing of your contract
Justlet us know what you are looking for
la Wall
Telephone: 06122-704668
Cel 66:
E-Mail: info@heimcare.com
T

Orthodontic Assistant / Dental Hygienist

Needed for an  American quality oriented
Orthodontist practice for adults and children with
experience using invisible, lingual, ceramic, and
normal braces. Some German knowle ferably,
non-smoker. Office located in Bad Soden (between
Wiesbaden and Frankfurt)

ontact
Dr. Toll email: TollOrtho@aol.com or
TollOrtho@t-online.de
Tel: 06196-24007
Fax: 06196-61865

DO YOU WANT TO EARN $1000 OR MORE?
CONTRACTOR POSITION
OPEN: BULK RATE
Pickup: Nuemberg Sales office.
Drop off: Bamberg Flynn housing and
economy housing areas
0100 to 0630 Daily.
Vehicle required with 1000 kilo payload

Contact: Vernon Joyner

av: 0931-3048733
CELL: 0172-6707340
Email joynerv@mail estripes.osdmil

@ MOTOROLA

Motorola a world leader in wireless
communications is seeking to expand its team
with motivated associates to perform duties as
Field Service Technician in areas of
responsibility for Europe, Africa, and the Middle
East. Qualified candidates should demonstrate
an electronics background to include LMR
products, basic networking skills, customer care
skills, and synergy. Must be US citizen and
willing to travel and live abroad. Motorola offers
efitive  compensation  package
commensurate with skills.

Email: usfgdepotsouth. europe @ motorola.com

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Incirlik AB,
Center Director of Operations, Incirlik, Turkey

 Possessstrong customersevic sl
Suwv\s\ene@enen:eindmezhml\/madapuﬂmirw
iferent s
don s espansse o the cpertionsof i
Responsis mude e adm st oanc and
envalment management
 Cancidat st haveefecive marketing and advertiing sl
bt g d i e oo o
tothe ity commnty
Suong ot O it postion necestaas exenive

JOIN THE
STARSKSTRIPES
TEAMTODAYI
GRAPHIC ARTIST
S 1500 500

2004

Closing Date: Unil Filled

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
3VACANC

Closng ot U Flled

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
51029 perhour

LABORER
$851 per hour

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANT
10000525
opENNT

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN
21,000-523.000
OPEN UNTIL FLLED

00
LED

How To Apply

s hrm basareu.arm il
il stripes.osd.mil

Fax Resume:

In Person ipes, Griesheim Kasern

4319, Gricsheim Germany

STARS AND STIIPES 1§ AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ENLOYER
ASONABLE ACCONODATIONS ARE PROV

Ciilan: 011 +49 (0)6155-601433207
DSN: 3495433207

Jobs Offered 630

Do You Want To Earn Some Extra Cash?
European Stars and Stripes Home Delivery Carrier

Stars and Stripe Home Delivery Carrier
NEEDED ASAP!!!!

For: Sandhausen, Leimen, Nussloch, and St. Tigen
Duty Description: Door to Door Newspaper delivery for
120 Home subscribers.

Route duration: 2hrs 15 min
Monthly compensation: $ 1,200

For more details please call:
James. P. Afflerbach
District Manager: ~ Civ: 0172-6707-347
T T

THE®GALA 1Y

In Stuttgart, Germany

We're Hiring
Cooks and Food Service
Employees
to work in the Hottest

Entertainment Center in Europe!

Positions listed are open to all qualified candldales eligible
for under U.S.

Interested applicants can access the following Web sites
for vacaney announcements and application information:
www.chrma.hqusareur.army.mil and www.stuttgart.army.mil
or stop by the NAF HR Office, bidg. 3315,
Room 102 on Kelley Barracks. For
information call 421-2191/civ.
0711-729-2191.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Sunday

AFN-Pacific, 1:45 a.m.—College footbal
Boise St. at Nev:

and Radio, 2 am,-College
footeal Notre Dame at O hamal

L AP m.—Golf: Skins Game, Day
APNSports,9 aum- College football Gram-
bling ve. ISuulhem

o 1p.m.—NBA: Denver at Hous-
'AFN-Sports, 1:30 pum.—College basketball
Great A Fika shootout champlonsnip game
AF-Atlantic and Radio, 7 p.m.—NFL: Jack-
sonville at Minnesota.
AFN-Pacific, 7 p.m.—NFL: Philadelphia at

NFL: Teams T80,
10 p.m.—NFL: Bal-

e,
APN-Sports, 10 pm.—NFL: Buffalo at Seat-
e,

Monday

AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—NFL: Tennessee at
Houston (did).
AFN-Radio, 2 am.—NFL: Oakland at Den-

ver.
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m.—NFL: Oakland at
O Néparts, 5130 Golf: Skins G:
s, 9:30 a.m.—Golf: Skins Game,
a?é’

—College football: Cin-
it Loulsvme (dld)

m.—Golf: Shinan Korea
Championship, fnal round (cic

All times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast. Al istings are sub.
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas, Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
wLT
New England 910
NY. Jets 730
Buffalo 46 0 400180 183
Miami 19 0 100 140 210
South
Indianapolis 83 0 72738 239
facksonville 6 2 0 600 166 181
46 0 400198 239
Honeatee 46 0 400 186 212
. North
Pittsburgh 910 020 e
Baltimor 730
Cincinnati 30 o0t i
Cleveland 37 0 300177 208
West
Denver 730 700233 167
San Diego 730 700 285 190
370 300182270
Kansas City 3.7 0300 276 265
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
Philadelphia 9 1 0 .900266 158
N.Y. Giants 55 0 500196 172
alias 470 364193289
Washington 370 300131178
South
Atlanta 82 0 800208 I
Tampa Bay 46 0 400192 182
New Orleans 46 0 400211 288
Carolin 37 0 300 196 222
North
Green Bay 6 4 0 .600256 230
Minnesota 6 4 0 600264 246
Detroit 470 364192257
Chicago 470 364172221
West
seattle 6 4 0 600230 185
St. Louis 55 0 500220 254
Arizona 460 400177 214
San Francisco, 19 0 1100175 296

ursday's games
Indianapolis 41 Detroit

Dallas 21, Chicdgo T
iay's games.
Tennessee at Hous
ton at Pittsburgh

\eve\and at Cincnnat]
an Diego at Kansas City

ay
acksonwﬁe atMinesota
t Atlanta

londay’s game
st. Louis. alGreen 82y
lay, Dec. 5

rizona at Detron
uffalo at Mi
jouston at N.Y. Jets
innesota at Chicago
ennessee at Indianapolis
incinnati at Baltimore
in Francisco at St. Louis
tlanta at Tamy
arolina at New Orle
New England at Cleveland

it San Di

Pittsburgh at Jacksonville
tonday, Dec.
Dallas at Seattle

College football

AP Top 25 fared

e top 25 teams in The Associated
Pracs o ebPtaothan pol ared Fridays

No. 1 Southern Cal (100) did ot play.

Nexti ys.Not
o 5 okiahoma (11-0) id w6t play. Next
50,3105 Charvmionship, St asy, e

“No. 3 Auburn (11:0) did not play. Next: vs.
Qm' 15 Tennessee, SEC championship, Satur-
a3
0% Gatiforia (9- 4 did not play. Next: at
Soumern Miss, Saturday, D
tah (11:0) did ot play. Next: vs.

No. 6 Texas (10-D) beat No. 22 Texas AGM

26-13. Next: v:

No. 7 L ulsvl\le e (& 1) did not play. Next: vs.
rda,

Cmcmna Y.
eorwa (82 did not play. Next: vs.
Georaa Jooh &
ok o 2 i ot Play. ext: v. No.
11 Virginia Tech, Saturday,
, o Boize state 10:0 i ot play. Next:
at Nev?‘ v

ﬂg

h &2) did not play

Sroia,
(9 -2) dvd no( D\ay Next: vs.
YBA camta\ OnL‘ Bowl
13 Michi (9 2) did not play. Next:
TA, Rose
N? 1155 iz 2) Beat Arkansas 43-14.Next:
vs
No. 15 Tennessee (S -2) did not play. Next:
vs. Kentucky, Saturda
No. 16 Virginia (8-2) did nu! play. Next: at
ND ll V\rgmla Tech, Saturc 2y
ost Ion Col HL‘?c (8 did not play.

N v, Sy
. 1 a State (813 Tost to Arizona
34: 27 Next: vs. TBA.
15" Forida State (8-3)
Nexl 5 J0A

No. in (92) di
v TBA Sisack Bowl jan- 1
West Virginia G:3)

NoK:

5. TBA.
No, 22 Texas ASM (7-49) lost to No. 6 Texas
26,13 Next: vs TBA,
o 25 Odafioma state §:3) did not play.
ext at Texas Tech, Satur
: 24 UTED (82 ald not play. Next: at
Tlsh, Saturday.
o2 Florida (7-9) did not play. Next: v.

not play.
not play. Next:

not play.

Division I-AA playoffs

First Round

facksonville State (o 1) at F\nman((ﬁ 2

) at Lehi
Western Kentucky’ 1553 % Tan Houston
o (5-

Northwestern State (8:3) at Montana (3-2)
cEastern Washington (8-3) at Southern I

is (1
"afeyetie 6.3 at Delaware (83
New Hampshire (6-2) at Georgla Southern

Division Il playoffs
uarterfinals

sabirday,ov.21
(mwle)s( Chester (10-3) at East Stroudsburg
rthwest Misouri State (11-1) at Pitts-
burg Sate 4o
Valdosta State (10-1), at Albany State, Ga.

Grand Valley State (10-2) at North Dakota
10:2)

Hobart, N.

127,
. 1) at Rowan, N.J. (8:2)
o5 Jahn isher, N.Y. (10-1) at Delaware Val-
ley,

hnst?})her Newport. va. (82) at Weshing-

ton & Jefferson, Pa. (
Wicston, 1 '16:1 &t Mount Union, Ohio

Carthage, Wis. (10-1) at Wooster, Ohio

Occidental, Calif. (3-1) at Concordia-Moor-
head (11-0

Mary Hardin-Baylor (10-1) at Hardin-Sim-
mons (10-
(@isconsinLa Crosse 7-9) at Linfield, Ore.

NAIA playoffs

uarterfinals,
Saturday, Nov. 27
Hastings (9-D) at St Francis Ind, (110

Lo, Pittsburgh 2.0) did not play. Next:vs.
la, Md., Saturday
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Falcons out to prove

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Falcons have
a record that puts them among the NFL’s
elite.

Even so, they’re viewed as something of
an interloper among teams such as the
New England Patriots and Philadelphia Ea-
gles. The Patriots are the defending Super
Bowl champions. The Eagles are generally
considered the best team in the NFC.

Then there’s the Falcons, still trying to
convince skeptics they’re worthy of being
mentioned in the same breath.

“We think those teams are at the same
level we are,” cornerback Kevin Mathis
said. “But a lot of people aren’t giving us
the respect that we think we deserve.”

Indeed, the Falcons (8-2) have to prove
they’re not the latest one-year wonder in the
NFL. This team won only five games in 2003
— granted, quarterback Michael Vick was
out much of the season — and has never
even managed consecutive winning seasons
in its 39-year history.

Atlanta can take a major step toward win-
ning a third division title Sunday by beat-
ing the New Orleans Saints (4-6). The Fal-
cons have a commanding four-game lead
in the NFC South and are poised to raise an-
other banner to the Georgia Dome roof.

“We know we can play with any team in
this league,” defensive tackle Chad Laval-
ais said. “Reporters make their decisions,
and the fans say this team or that team is
the best. But this is football. This isn’t bas-
ketball or baseball, where it's a
best-of-seven. In one game, we can beat
anybody.”

The Falcons haven't earned as many
style points as, say, Indianapolis. Atlanta
had to thwart a 2-point conversion to beat
woeful San Francisco, failed to score a
touchdown in a victory over Arizona, and
last week had to hold on for dear life in a
14-10 victory over the New York Giants.

First-year coach Jim Mora couldn’t care
less if his team appears to be winning ugly.
To him, every victory is a thing of beauty.

“It shows true resolve that we’ve been
able to hold on,” he said. “You'd like to go

= B

New Orleans Atlanta
Saints at Falcons

10 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Pacific

Game time is Central European.

for 14 points every quarter, but it just
doesn’t happen against the defenses we're
playing now.”

The Saints are a team in disarray, com-
ing off a 34-13 home loss to Denver that
drew a harsh assessment from owner Tom
Benson. He called it the worst perfor-
mance he'd seen and compared his players
to a high school team.

Even so, New Orleans is still right in the
thick of the playoff race. Thanks to parity,
the Saints are only one game out of an NFC
wild-card berth.

“We are not down and out,” quarterback
Aaron Brooks insisted. “Our heart is still
beating a little.”

It won't be for long if the Saints keep
playing like they did a week ago. They got
off to another slow start, trailing 14-0 after
Denver had run only four offensive plays.

New Orleans has scored only 10
first-quarter points this season, all in victo-
ry over the 49rs the second week of the
season.

“If you look at all the teams that have a
chance to be in the playoffs, we're all the
same,” coach Jim Haslett said. “We're all
inconsistent. The team that puts together
three or four wins in a row is going to be
the team that makes the playoffs.”

If the Saints can pull things together, the
schedule certainly looks favorable. They
still have two games left against Atlanta,
but their remaining opponents all have los-
ing records.

“This thing is not over yet,”
sisted.

Vick is coming off the fifth 100-yard rush-

Haslett in-

they belong among elite

Atlanta Falcons running back Warrick Dunn (28) makes a move on New York Giants line-
backers Nick Greisen (54) and Carlos Emmons during a 14-10 victory last weekend.

ing game of his career, breaking Billy Kilm-
er’s league record for a quarterback.

For all the wear and tear on his body, No.
7 feels amazingly strong.

“I've been bumped around a little bit
and bruised up a little bit, but it's nothing
T've had to go to the treatment room for,”
Vick said. “T've been real good through 10
games, and let’s Just hope the next six will
be the same way.”

He’s learned to limit some of the punish-
ment by going down when the defense clos-

“m scared to slide,” Vick said. “So I

took the other approach. I just fall to the
ground and get in position where they can’t
spear me with their helmets. When 1 fall,
I'm right up on their legs, so the only thing
they can do is tag me.”

ick’s passing statistics aren’t real
gaudy — only nine touchdown passes and
165 yards per game through the air — but
that’s OK with Mora. He’s more impressed
with the quarterback’s 20-10 record as a
starter.

“Mike wins,” Mora said. “You look at his
record, it’s not always pretty in terms of sta-
tistics and quarterback rating. You might
need to throw those things out when you
talk about Mike Vick. He just wins.”

Titans, Texans fighting to avoid AF'C South cellar

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Steve McNair
and Drew Bennett waited until
the final 17 seconds of last year’s
game in Houston to break the
hearts of nearly 71,000 Texans
fans.

The old Houston football team
had again tormented the fans of
the new Houston team.

When the Tennessee Titans
(4-6) and the Texans meet again
Sunday, a sellout crowd will ea-
gerly anticipate another chance
t0 see their estranged team leave
Houston with a defeat. The Tex-
ans (4-6) won the first matchup
between the teams more than a
‘month ago, but the chance to com-
plete the sweep at home would in-
deed be a sweet moment for the
NFL's youngest franchise.

The game will also have more
than bragging rights at stake, be-
cause the loser will drop into sole
possession of last place in the
AFC South.

“It would be big to be able to go

Tennessee Titans
at Houston Texans

1 a.m.Monday
AFN-Atlantic

Game time is Central European.

and get two from them in the
same year,” Texans quarterback
David Carr said. “I know our
crowd is always fired up when we
play against the old Texans. They
are going to be extra excited.”

The victory over the Titans in
Nashville on Oct. 17 was one of
the last highlights of the Texans’
rapidly deteriorating season.

Carr threw for 266 yards and a
touchdown and the Texans inter-
cepted four of McNair’s passes in
the franchise’s first victory over
the team it replaced in Houston.
The victory was also the Texans’
third in four games, igniting talk
around town about a possible
playoff run.

That talk probably won’t be

heard again around Houston for a
while.

Houston has since dropped
three straight, including a
last-second 16-13 defeat to Green
Bay last Sunday. The Texans
have reverted to their expansion
ways, ranking 30th in the NFL in
defense and doing so badly on of-
fense their fans started booing in
the loss to the Packers.

“The thing is, we never talked
about the playoffs before,” Tex-
ans cornerback Aaron Glenn
said. “We're in a situation now
where our backs are against the
wall. That’s not saying anything
about the playoffs. We just need
to get victories.”

Meanwhile, McNair and the Ti-
tans have slowly turned around
their season since that deflating
loss to the Texans.

On Sunday, McNair started for
the first time since Oct. 24 and fin-
ished a game for the first time
since the Texans loss, leading the
Titans past Jacksonville 18-15 by
engineering a drive for the win-
ning score with 3:31 left.

The victory was the Titans’ sec-
ond in three games.

“It’s definitely more upbeat,
and we've got more confidence be-
hind us,” Tennessee offensive
tackle Fred Miller said. “We've
got Steve back and he’s going to
play very well.”

The Titans beat the Jaguars de-
spite playing without six starters,
including running back Chris
Brown (turf toe), left tackle Brad
Hopkins (broken right hand) and
both safeties. Coach Jeff Fisher
announced Monday he had lost
two more players to season-end-
ing injuries.

Cornerback Andre Woolfolk,
who needed surgery to repair a
dislocated right wrist, and rookie
safety Justin Sandy, who broke
his left ankle 48 hours after being
promoted from the practice
squad, won’t be available to help
a secondary that lost safety Tank
Williams to a torn ACL last week.
Left cornerback Samari Rolle
tweaked his left knee in the third
quarter last Sunday and had to
leave the game, and Scott McGar-

rahan, the replacement for Will-
iams, was hurt on the next series.

“Itis going to be a challenge for
us, but we will have enough out
there,” Fisher said of his
banged-up secondary. “I can’t tell
you where they are going to line
up and play right now. I may not
for competitive reasons, but we
will have enough out there to
play.”

The Texans surely won’t have
‘much pity for the Titans, especial-
ly considering the amount of grief
they've caused them over the past
two years.

A Houston victory would cer-
tainly go a long way in erasing
those painful memories of Mc-
Nair’s winning 23-yard touch-
down pass to Bennett on
fourth-and-10 in last year’s game
in Houston.

“It would be the major focus of
their 2004 highlight tape if they
could sweep us,” Titans defensive
end Carlos Hall said. “Everyone
on their team feels that they
should have won the last game we
played down there. They feel we
stole that game away.”
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Playoff push pits
former teammates

against each other

Jaguars coach Del Rio matched
against Tice, energized Vikings

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — As team-
mates with the Minnesota Vi-
kings in the early 1990s, Mike
Tice and Jack Del Rio became
friends.

Both were tough-guy players
who joined the coaching ranks
after they retired, and the two
men are now trying to lead their
teams to playoff spots as this sea-
son enters the
home stretch.

“I think playing the game for a
long time helps you more than
people think,” Tice said. “It gives
you a good sense of how the play-
ers feel. I think if you haven’t
played the game, sometimes it’s
hard for you to get a read on your
players. ... You know how they
feel when they lose. You know
how they feel when they win. You
know reality. You know what to
ask of them — how far you can
push the buttons.”

Both Tice, in

Tice’s Vikings
(6-4) host Del
Rio’s  Jackson-
ville Jaguars
(6-4) Sunday at
the Metrodome
and, as Tice said
this week, you al-

Jacksonville

lagnars at

his third year as
head coach, and
Del Rio, in his
second,  have
each influenced
their players
enough to the
point the clubs
seem to show

Minnesota
Vikings

ways want to m. Sunday some of the
beat your pals. AFN-/ Atlanllc, AFN-Radio coach’s personal-
“We're both | § ity. Both are
itive ame time is Central European. well-liked in the

guys,” Del Rio locker  room,

said. “He doesn’t care if it’s tiddly-
winks, checkers, cards or whatev-
er. He wants to win. I agree.”

Tice played 14 seasons in the
NFL as a blocking tight end, most-
ly with Seattle, and finished his ca-
reer in Minnesota. That’s when
he met Del Rio, a middle lineback-
er who joined the Vikings in 1992
after playing for three other
teams.

They didn't talk about being
head coaches someday, but the
groundwork for their current jobs
was laid in those final seasons.

too. But while Tice and Del Rio
have each guided noticeable im-
provements since taking over
weak teams, they still have plenty
to prove as head coaches in this
league.

The Vikings, energized by a
22-19 comeback victory over De-
troit last week, are optimistic
about the rest of the season. Tied
with Green Bay atop the NFC
North, three of Minnesota’s final
five games are against teams with
losing records. All-Pro wide re-
ceiver Randy Moss is expected

Minnesota Vikings running back Moe Williams, right, congratulates
wide receiver Nate Burleson in the end zone after a touchdown recep-
tion during the Vikings’ 22-19 victory over the Detroit Lions last week.

back agamst the Jaguars after a
hamstring injury kept him from
catching a pass in the last five
games — and playing the last
three.

“I know he’s going to have an
explosive game when he steps out
there on the field,” said Nate Bur-
leson, the primary target for quar-
terback Daunte Culpepper dur-
ing Moss’ absence.

The Vikings fell behind early
each of the last four weeks, lead-
ing to three losses, and thus have
failed to establish their usually
productive running game. Micha-
el Bennett, Onterrio Smith and
whoever else carries the ball fig-
ures to have a difficult time be-
cause Jacksonville has allowed
just two 100-yard rushers in its
last 25 games. Pro Bowl center
Matt Birk, plagued by a painful
abdominal injury, is out for about
amonth.

Moss, however, always opens
up things for others with his dan-
gerous ability to go deep — even
if it's not yet 100 percent.

“Certainly it’s not a secret that
he commands a lot of attention,”
Del Rio said.

This game marks the return of
an important offensive player on
the other side, too. Quarterback
Byron Leftwich, out for two
games with a sprained left knee,
is ready to assume control. He'll
have to wear a brace, however.

“Pve done some good things,
and I've done some things I wish I
wouldn’t have done in these first
11 weeks of the season,” Leftwich
said. “Now it’s just, ‘Let’s take it
one game at a time and then try to
find a way to win these last six.” ”

Another strong game from
Fred Taylor would help. He has
rushed for 247 yards in his last
two games, and the Vikings, until
the second half last week against
the Lions, struggled badly against
the run.

“If you don’t stop him from run-
ning,” Minnesota defensive coor-
dinator Ted Cottrell said, “oh,
boy, it's a long day for you.”

Bledsoe, Bills due for road win

BY TIM KORTE
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Drew Bledsoe
doesn’t get back to his hometown
of Walla Walla, Wash., too often
these days. A road game at Seat-
tle is as close as it gets to a home-
coming for the Buffalo Bills quar-
terback.

“It will be great to be back out
there in the Northwest, to have
some friends and family,” Bled-
soe, a former Washington State
standout, said. “That’ll all be pre-
game and postgame. We've got to
focus on beating a good Seattle
team.”

Exactly how good? That's a sub-
ject for debate.

The Seahawks (6-4) are leading
the NFC West, but they've been
erratic since opening 3-0. They've
been slowed by a stop-and-go of-
fense, injuries to key defensive
players and unreliable special
teams play.

still, coach Mike Holmgren
sees the bright side. The Bills
(4-6) did Seattle a huge favor last
week by beating NFC West rival
St. Louis, and now it's up to the Se-
ahawks to seize control down the
stretch.

“If we slog our way through
wins, I'll take that,” Holmgren
said. “Ideally, you'd like to not
make any errors. If we keep win-
ning ballgames and just keep bat-
tling ... I still think we're capable
of playing better football.”

For the second straight week,
the Seahawks have an issue at
quarterback. Matt Hasselbeck
was questionable after missing
last weekend’s 24-17 victory over
Miami with a deep bruise above
his right knee.

Trent Dilfer stepped in, com-
pleting 14 of 28 for 196 yards with
one touchdown with two intercep-
tions. He started strongly, throw-
ing a first-quarter TD pass to
Jerry Rice, but the offense stalled
in the second half.

Buffalo Bills
at Seattle Seahawks

10 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Sports

Game time is Central European.

Blame it on rust. It was Dilfer’s
first start in more than two years.

“Is not the quickness and
speed,” he said. “It just wasn’t as
clear. Maybe only a quarterback
can understand that. It wasn’t as
crystal clear as it has been in the
past, and that’s from not playing.”

Seattle won’t have receiver
Koren Robinson, sitting out the
first game of a four-game suspen-
sion for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance-abuse rules. Rice will start
for the second straight week.

Buffalo is trying to get rolling
away from home after losing its
previous four road games this sea-
son. Going back to last year, Buf-
falo has lost 10 of 11 on the road,
including six straight.

in Seattle

Bledsoe, in particular, has had
it rough on the road, throwing 14
interceptions with seven TDs in
that span.

He rebounded with three touch-
down passes last week against the
visiting Rams, all to tight end
Mark Campbell. If it helps Bled-
soe get his head straight, maybe
he should pretend it's another
home game.

In a sense, it is, though Bledsoe
has returned to southeastern
Washington only a few times over
the past two years. His parents
now live in Montana and most of
his high school friends have left
Walla Walla.

He was asked if he expects to
feel like he’s home again Sunday.

“I hope so. It will be a chal-
lenge,” Bledsoe said. “We haven’t
played well as a team on the road.
The "Hawks defense presents a
challenge. You just don't get any-
thing easy against them. You've
got to earn everything.”

Boulware’s
season over
before it
ever began

The Associated Press

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — Bal-
timore Ravens outside line-
backer Peter Boulware will
not play football this season, re-
‘maining on the physically un-
able to perform list.

The four-time Pro Bowl line-
backer un-
derwent off-
season
knee sur-
gery after
an  injury
last season
against the Cleveland Browns.

After a grueling rehabilita-
tion period, Boulware, 29, was
on track to return until he suf-
fered turf toe Nov. 4 in his sec-
ond practice of the season.

“It's been pretty tough,”
Boulware said. “I would have
to say these are probably two
of the worst injuries I've had in
my eight years playing in the
NFL. I work on my knee for 10
months to get it healthy and
it’s feeling good, ready to play,
and the day after I get out
there to practice, my toe goes
out on me.”

The setback left Boulware,
the franchise’s career sacks
leader, unable to practice or
‘maintain his conditioning.

The Ravens’ pass rush has
thrived without Boulware at
outside linebacker. Baltimore
(7-3) has 30 sacks, second in
the NFL behind the Pittsburgh
Steelers’ 31. Terrell Suggs
leads the team with eight
sacks.

Bears lose Brown for year
LAKE FOREST, Il.. — Veter-
an guard Ruben Brown will un-
dergo neck surgery and miss
the remainder of the season.
Brown, an eight-time Pro
Bowl selection who started 136
games for the Buffalo Bills
from 1995 to 2003, signed with
the Bears as a free agent. He
missed Thursday’s loss to the
Dallas Cowboys because of the
injury.
Rams release Landeta

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis
Rams made a move to shore
up shaky special teams on Fri-
day, releasing punter Sean
Landeta and signing Kevin
Stemke.

Landeta, 42, is in his 20th
NFL season and is one of only
two former USFL players snll
in action in the NFL. But
3lst out of 33 punters in the
NFL with a net average of 32.5
yards.

Stemke has two games of
NFL experience with the Oak-
land Raiders in 2002.

Hall returns to Redskins
ASHBURN, Va. — Washing-
ton Redskins kicker John Hall
will be back in uniform Sun-
day after missing five games

with a groin injury.

Hall strained his groin dur-
ing practice on Oct. 14. He was
7-for-9 on field-goal attempts
before the injury.
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Myskina ra

The Associated Press

MOSCOW French Open
champion Anastasia Myskina
pulled Russia into a 1-1 tie with
defending champion France in
the Fed Cup final on Saturday
after U.S. Open winner Svetlana
Kuznetsova lost the first singles
match.

Nathalie Dechy gave France a
big lift in the opener of the
best-of-five series by defeating
Kuznetsova 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 8-6.

Myskina then made sure Rus-
sia, bidding for its first Fed Cup
title in its fifth trip to the finals,
didn't entirely squander the first
day, beating Moscow-born teenag-
er Tatiana Golovin 6-4, 7-6 (7-5)
at Krylatskoye Ice Palace.

Hedrick wins 1,500 skate

HEERENVEEN, Netherlands
— Chad Hedrick of the United
States won a 1,500-meter speed-
skating race Saturday with a per-
sonal-best time and moved into
first place in the World Cup over-
all standings.

Hedrick, the reigning world
champion in the 1,500, was timed
in 1 minute, 47.06 seconds for his

first World Cup

victory this sea-
Spyrts son. = Simon
TS Kuipers of the

Netherlands

was second in

1:47.31 and countryman Beorn
Nijenhuis was third in 1:47.38.

After three of five races, He-

drick has 220 points, with Mark

Tuitert of the Netherlands at 216

and Enrico Fabris of Italy at 200.

American third in Finland

KUUSAMO, Finland — Ronny
Ackermann of Germany won the
season-opening Nordic combined
World Cup event on Saturday,
with Todd Lodwick of the United
States third.

Ackermann finished 29.7 sec-
onds ahead of defending champi-
on Hannu Manninen of Finland
in the 15-kilometer freestyle
cross-country  skiing. Lodwick
was 33.9 seconds behind Acker-
mann.

Japan’s Daito Takahashi won
the earlier ski jump portion of the
competition, earning a 16-second
starting advantage over Acker-
mann in the cross-country race.

That soon dissolved as Acker-
mann pulled into the lead, with
Lodwick hanging on in second
only to yield to Maninen’s strong
closing lap.

Dodd leads China Open

SHANGHALI, China — Welsh-
man Stephen Dodd shot a
2-under 70 on Saturday to hang
onto the lead after the third round
of the China Open and keep alive
his chances of a first-ever Europe-
an Tour victory.

Dodd overcame a triple-bogey
with five birdies to move to
8-under 208.

Denmark’s Thomas Bjorn (68)
and Soren Hansen (70) share sec-
ond at 211 and Bradley Dredge of
Wales was at 212 after a 70.

Jimenez leads in Korea

SEOUL, South Korea —
Spain’s Miguel Angel Jimenez
fired a 3-under 69 on Saturday to
take a one-stroke lead after the
third round of the Korea Golf
Championship.

Jimenez, coming off a four-vic-
tory season on the European tour,
had six birdies against three bo-

geys to finish at 2-under 214, one
stroke ahead of American Arron
Oberholser, who shot 70.

American Brian Bateman (73)
and South Korea’s Kebin Na (72)
were at 216.

Trish star Padraig Harrington
had a 76 to drop five strokes be-
hind at 3 over.

Poutiainen wins in Aspen

ASPEN, Colo. — Finland’s
Tanja Poutiainen captured her
second World Cup victory, charg-
ing down the hill on the second
run to edge Sweden’s Anja Paer-
son by .09 seconds in a World Cup
giant slalom on Friday.

Second to Croatia’s Janica Kos-
telic by .6 seconds after the first
run, Poutiainen made up the time
on the last half of her second run
to finish in a two-run total of 2
minutes, 12.49 seconds.

Poutiainen had finished second
to Paerson, the defending overall
champion, in the World Cup sea-
son opener in Austria on Oct. 23.

Kostelic, a two-time overall
champion who won three gold
medals in the 2002 Salt Lake City
Olympics but missed last season

llies Russia in Fed Cup finals

because of illness and injury, ap
peared headed to her first victory
in nearly two years after a stellar
first run. She couldn’t keep up in
the second heat, however, and
dropped to third.

Pampling stays on top
in Australian Open
SYDNEY, Australia — Austra-
lia’s Rod Pampling got off to a
rough start Saturday and finished
with a 3-over-par 74, leaving him
one stroke ahead of countryman
Richard Green entering the last
round of the 100th Australian

Open.

Pampling began the third
round with a four-stroke lead
over Australi’s Kurt Barnes
after ~ consecutive  67s, but
dropped three strokes on the first
five holes.

Pampling, who won The Inter-
national in August for his first
PGA Tour victory, was at S-under
208 at the Australian Golf Club
course, also the site of the inaugu-
ral tournament in 1904.

Green, a_left-hander, was at
209 after a 67, and Barnes was an-
other stroke behind after a 72.
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NIT title caps Wake’s
first week as a No. 1

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Wake Forest’s first week as
aNo. 1 team went pretty well.

The Demon Deacons won the Preseason
NIT on Friday night, five days after topping
The Associated Press’ poll for the first time in
school history.

Justin Gray had 21 points in Wake Forest’s
63-60 victory over No. 18 Arizona, while Chris
Paul, his backcourt mate and the leading
vote-getter on the AP pre-
season All-America team,
struggled with just four
points on 2-for-11 shooting.

“I felt like teams were
gunning for us last season,”
Paul said when asked about
facing opponents as a top-ranked team. “We
still have a long way to go in terms of being a
national powerhouse.”

Coach Skip Prosser’s team will play No. 5 TI-
linois on Wednesday night.

“We’re trying to be a bit of a national team,
and so you have to play a national schedule,”
he said. “T don’t know if I'll do that ad infini-
tum because it could become ad nauseam and
I don’t want that.”

In the third-place game, Dwight Brewing-
ton scored 23 as Providence beat Michigan

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

Gray, who also had 21 points in the semifi-
nals against Providence, was selected the tour-
nament MVP. He received five stitches over
his right eye in the first half against Provi-
dence and he was kicked near the same spot
against Arizona.

“I don’t get wrapped up in MVPs and things
like that. 'm happy for our team,” Prosser
said. “But he has a courage that’s contagious.”

Paul laughed when he was asked about
Gray'’s injuries.

“He gets hurt all the time. I don’t even look
anymore because I know he’s coming back
in,” Paul said. “He’s just Justin.”

The loss ended a 15-game winning streak in
the Preseason NIT for Arizona (4-2), and it
was the first loss in 12 games at Madison
Square Garden for Wildcats coach Lute
Olson, a run that started in 1973 when he was
at Long Beach State.

“It's disappointing, but it isn’t because our
guys didn’t play hard,” Olson said. “It wasn’ta
case of our coming out and not being ready to
play. I thought we played with a lot of pas-
sion.”

The Demon Deacons went on a 13-2 run to
go up 59-51 with 5:28 left. Arizona cut it to
61-60 with 1:26 remaining on a three-pointer
by Hassan Adams, and got the ball back when
Gray missed the front end of a 1-and-1 with 24
seconds left.

Arizona had one timeout left, but Olson
didn’t call it. Mustafa Shakur dribbled the ball
at the top of the key and started his move with
7 seconds left. His jumper from about 8 feet
was short.

Eric Williams made two free throws for
Wake Forest with 1.2 seconds left and Arizo-
na’s chance to tie ended when Adams’ turn-
around three-point attempt at the buzzer
bounced off the rim.

No. 13 Maryland 84, No. 25 Memphis 61:
At Springfield, Mass., John Gilchrist had 16
points and 10 rebounds and Nik Caner-Med-
ley had 15 points for Maryland (3-0). Rodney
Carney scored 23 points for Memphis (4-2).

No. 17 N.C. State 99, Campbell 44: At Ra-
leigh, N.C., Cameron scored 20

Wake Forest’s Justin Gray is defended by
Arizona's Isaiah Fox in Friday night's game.

points in North Caru].lna State’s fourth
straight lopsided victory. Diago Aguiar scored
16 points for the Flghung Camels 1-2).

No. 19 Alabama 78, Minnesota 72: At An-
chorage, Alaska, Earnest Shelton made five
three-pointers and scored 29 points to lead Al-
abama (3-0) past Minnesota (2-1) in the semifi-
nals of the Great Alaska Shootout. The Crim-
son Tide play No. 22 Washington in the cham-
pionship game Saturday.

No. 21 Notre Dame 54, Charleston South-
e 38: At South Bend, Ind., Chris Quinn
scored 14 of his 17 points in the second half
and Notre Dame (3-0) held Charleston South-
ern (1-2) to 16 points in the second half.

No. 22 Washington 96, Oklahoma 91: At
Anchorage, Alaska, Nate Robinson scored 19
points and had elght assists, leading Washing-
ton (3-0) past Oklahoma (2-1) and into the
of the Great Alaska Shootout.

Injury ruins Tech’s win over Ark.-L.R.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A gruesome inju-
ry ruined the night for No. 3 Geor-
gia Tech.

The Yellow Jackets lost one of
their most promising players
when freshman Jeremis Smith
dislocated his right kneecap in
the closing minutes of a 79-54 vic-
tory over Arkansas-Little Rock on
Friday night.

“I've never experienced some-
thing like that,” freshman Antho-
ny Morrow said. “I couldn’t even
look at his mom (sitting in the
stands). I was almost teary eyed.”

B.J. Elder scored 23 points and
Georgia Tech (3-0) was never
threatened after starting the
game with a 23-2 run.

The injury to Smith cast a pall
over the victory. With just 1:24 re-
maining and Georgia Tech lead-

Georgia Tech's Jeremis Smith screams in pain after dislocating his right kneecap late in Friday night's game.

ing 77-52, Zack Wright drove to-
ward the basket for Arkansas-Lit-
tle Rock.

Smith moved over, trying to
take the charge, but landed awk-
wardly on his right knee and col-
lapsed to the court. A hush fell
over the crowd when the young-
ster screamed in agony.

A wheelchair was brought on
the court, but Smith was unable
to get off the floor. Finally, four
teammates came out to lift him
onto a stretcher and Smith was
wheeled away as a trainer held

the grotesquely distorted knee.

“I can’t explain it,” Elder said.
“It was like his knee was com-
pletely turned around on the side.
That’s somelhmg T've never seen
before.”

Smith was taken to a hospital
for X-rays, which provided a bit
of good news: There was no other
damage to the knee. He was
being kept overnight and will un-
dergo more tests on Monday.

Even in the best-case scenario,
the injury would be similar to the
one sustained by another Georgia

Tech player, Theodis Tarver, be-
fore last season. He was out for
2> months and didn’t fully recov-
er until this summer.

“You never want to see this hap-
pen to anyone, but especially to
someone who works as hard as
Jeremis does and loves to play as
much as he does,” coach Paul
Hewitt said. “We’ve got to think
about his long-term recovery. As
far as our team is concerned,
we'll be fine.”

The Yellow Jackets had an
easy time after struggling to a

60-59 victory at Illinois-Chicago
on Monday.

Arkansas-Little  Rock  (1-2)
missed 11 of its first 12 shots and
had five turnovers while Georgia
Tech was pulling away. The Tro-
jans shot just 29 percent in the
first half, trailed 38-21 at the
break and got no closer than 13 in
the second half.

After Brandon Freeman’s jump-
er pulled the Trojans to 5-2, the
Yellow Jackets scored 18 in a
Tow.

Hayes sets
the pace as
Kentucky

routs GSU

BY MURRAY EVANS
The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Kentucky
is promoting Chuck Hayes as an
All-America candidate, using the
slogan “All he does is win.”

In his inimitable fashion,
Hayes ensured the eighth-ranked
Wildcats of yet another victory
Friday night. He scored 12 of Ken-
tucky’s first 15 points to help the
Wildcats breeze past Georgia
State 77-59.

Hayes finished with 16 points
and nine rebounds — matching
Kelenna Azubuike for team highs
in both categories.

“He’s the epitome of what a
total player is all about,” Ken-
tucky coach Tubby Smith said.
“You want him on the floor for ev-
erything he does.”

Hayes scored six points in a
12-2 run that erased a brief Geor-
gia State lead and put the Wild-
cats (3-0) ahead for good.

Kentucky’s 38-23 halftime lead
was constructed largely on
Hayes’ back — he went 6-for-8
from the field while his team-
mates went a combined 6-for-20.

Hayes capped a 24-3 run to
open the second half with a put-
back that gave the Wildcats their
biggest lead, 62-26 with 14 min-
utes left.

Georgia State (1-2) made nine
second-half three-pointers, but
the baskets came too late to make
much difference, with the Pan-
thers of the Atlantic Sun Confer-
ence never reducing the deficit to
lower than 18 points.

“I don’t think our guys thought
the game was over,” Smith said.
“They changed some things and
we didn’t handle it right. We had
a group in that just seemed to not
get out and protect the
three-point line.”

The Panthers made 12
three-pointers — more than any
Kentucky opponent last season —
led by Marcus Brown, who went
4-for-5 from long range and
scored 16 points. Georgia State
shot 37.7 percent from the field
overall

Kentucky enjoyed a consider-
able size advantage and made it a
point of emphasis to take the ball
to the basket. As a result, the Wild-
cats had nine dunks and went
19-for-24 from the free-throw line.

Georgia State took mostly jump
shots and went just 1-for-4 from
the line.

“That was a huge plus for

them,” Georgia State coach
Michael Perry said.
Kentucky ~won despite a

2-for-15 three-point shooting ef-
rt.

ort.

Thanks to Hayes, Azubuike and
Randolph Morris, who had 14
points and nine rebounds, Ken-
tucky enjoyed a 44-31 edge on the
boards.

“That’s a very good basketball
team,” Perry said of Kentucky,
“one that will challenge for a na-
tional championship.”
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Knicks getting little reward for big payout

From wire reports

DALLAS — The New York
Knicks won’t win the champion-
ship this season.

But they have captured one
title.

The Knicks are the league’s
highest-paid team in 2004-05. Sal-
ary figures obtained by The Dal-
las Morning News show that
owner James Dolan has handed
out $101.3 million to assemble his
team. The Mavericks and owner
Mark Cuban are in second place,
more than $11 million behind the
Knicks.

The four highest-paid players
on New York’s payroll — Allan
Houston, Stephon Marbury, An-
fernee Hardaway and Tim Tho-
mas — combine to make $59.68
million this season. That’s more
than 17 teams spend on their en-
tire roster.

Money is clearly no object in

Play the

NFL

Challenge

=
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
and on Oconus.com

New York. The next step for this
team is to climb above .500.

Here are a few other numbers,
trends and statistical oddities to
wrap your arms around.

W More than $1.7 billion is de-
voted to player salaries this sea-

son.

W The NBA uses a soft cap.
Very soft. Only e of the
league’s 30 teams are under the
$43.87 million bar.

W The average salary is $4.018
million.

B We've heard that money
can’t buy happiness. Well, it
doesn’t necessarily buy a champl-
onship, either. The defending
champion Detroit Pistons rank in
the bottom half of the league’s
pay scale at No. 19. The San Anto-
nio Spurs, the team that won the
title before the Pistons, rank in
the bottom third at No. 24.

B Chicago is paying more
money ($14.9 million) to players
no longer on its roster than any
team in the league. Eddie Robin-
son (85.05 million) and Scottie
Pippen ($5 million) constitute the
majority of the hit.

W The big money position is
shooting guard. Eight players
make more than $12.5 million
this season, more than any other
position.

W Houston’s Dikembe Mutom-
bo earns a relatively modest sala-
ry of $4.49 million. But add the
$14.27 million buyout he received
from New Jersey (carried on the
Nets’ books this season) and his
$18.7 million ranks behind only
Miami’s Shaquille O'Neal.

B O'Neal is the league’s high-
est-paid player. The $27.6 million
he pulls down is more than the ex-
pansion Charlotte Bobcats spend
($22.2 million) on their roster.

Vanishing Vince?

Toward whom was Raptors
coach Sam Mitchell directing his
postgame rant after Toronto lost
Tuesday at Washington?

“For the ones who don’t want to
play, do everybody a favor: Quit,”
Mitchell said while also compar-
ing his team to the Washington
Generals, the longtime foils of the
Harlem Globetrotters.

The Raptors staged a
fourth-quarter comeback that fell
short against players wh ol

ing plummeted even lower than
his career-low scoring average of
15.9 points.

First-year Raptors general
manager Rob Babcock may find
himself at a point where he can-
not get equal value for Carter if
he continues to insist that any
team acquiring Carter also take
on the contract of Jalen Rose,
who makes $14.5 million this sea-
son and $15.7 million next season.

The Knicks are one of the few
teams that could be willing to
take Rose along with Carter, who
makes $12.6 million this season.

Trade rules would require New
York to exchange at least $24 mil-
lion in salaries to get back Carter
and Rose, but an offer including
Allan Houston ($17.5 million),
Penny Hardaway ($14.6 million)
or Tim Thomas ($12.9 million)
would soak up a large portion of
that obligation.

In the meantime, Mitchell is
struggling to coax effort out of

this time Vince Carter was a pan

of it.

Mllchell had benched Carter in
the fourth quarter of
games, including last Sunday s
rally from a 19-point deficit in a
victory over San Antonio.

Carter has said he wants to be
traded, with New York his pre-
ferred destination.

He has been booed at home by
the dwindling crowds at the Air
Canada center, his popularity hav-

t major person-
nel changes to arrive at any
minute.

“If 'm going to get fired, I'm
going to get fired doing it my
way,” declared Mitchell, who
said he was “losing his mind” be-
cause of his team’s shabby play.

“T hope he doesn't lose it total-
ly. It's only the first two or three
weeks of the season. We have five
or six months to go. I hope he
stays sane,” Raptors guard Rafer
Alston said.

Olowokandi benched again

Minnesota Timberwolves cen-
ter Michael Olowokandi was sus-
pended by the team for a second
game Friday night, one day after
police used a stun gun to subdue
him when he refused to leave a
club.

Olowokandi was not with the
Timberwolves for their game
against the Memphis Grizzlies,
but will rejoin the team for Sun-
day’s game at Sacramento.

“We are hopeful that Michael
can put this incident behind him
and look forward to him helping
us on the court for the remainder
of the season,” said Kevin
McHale, Minnesota’s vice presi-
dent of basketball operations.

Olowokandi was taken into cus-
tody about 3 am. Thursday after
he refused to leave an Indianapo-
lis club, police said. He was
charged with disorderly conduct
and criminal trespassing, both
misdemeanors.

The center was suspended for
Thursday night's game against
the Indiana Pacers for “conduct
detrimental to the team.”

Coach Flip Saunders talked
about the episode before Friday’s
game, and addressed why the
team does not have a curfew.

“These are grown men,” Saun-
ders said. “You step in when you
see its affecting your play or the
organization.”

Olowokandi is averaging 5.3
points and 5.2 rebounds.
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Pistons hand Heat first Eastern Gonference loss

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — The
Detroit Pistons got back to their
gritty defensive ways to hand
Miami its first loss against an
Eastern Conference opponent.

Richard Hamilton caught an in-
bounds pass under the basket and
banked in a short shot with 1.3
seconds left to give Detroit a
78-77 victory over the Heat on Fri-
day night.

Miami fell to 8-1 against the
East, even though it limited De-
troit to 32.5 percent shooting.

Despite their many rim-clang-
ing shots, the defending NBA
champions won because they
held Miami to 37.5 percent shoot-

defer to teammates toward the
end of the game.

“That’s the kind of basketball
we used to play,” Pistons coach
Larry Brown said.

Hamilton’s game-winning shot
was lofted past O’Neal and Eddie
Jones on an across-the-lane pass
from Tayshaun Prince.

“I knew 1 could get it over
Eddie, but I was worried about
Shag, so I played it off the glass,”

amilton said. “That way if he
blocked it, it was goaltending.”

)

Roundup

That’s exactly the call the Heat
wanted at the end of the game.

Udonis Haslem, who made a
go-ahead basket with 7.3 seconds
to go, missed a long, fadeaway
jumper at the buzzer.

Tlmberwnlves 115, Grizzlies
At Minneapolis, Llonel Hol-
lms lost his debut as interim
coach of the Grizzlies, with Kevin
Garnett getting 26 points and 15
rebounds and Latrell Sprewell
adding 22 points.

Cavaliers 98, Celtics 96: At
Boston, Zydrunas Ilgauskas
scored 26 points, including the
game-winning jumper on an as-
sist from LeBron James with 19
seconds left.

James, coming off a career-high
43-point effort on Wednesday, had
20 points, eight assists and six re-
bounds for Cleveland.

lagic 117, Hawks 99: Steve
Francis scored 29 points and No.
1 draft pick Dwight Howard
added a season-high 24 in his
homecoming.

Howard, who grew up in Atlan-
ta, had several hundred fans sit-
ting in club level seats behind the
Magic bench as he pulled down
nine rebounds in a team-high 42
minutes.

76ers 116, Wizards 114 (OT).
Allen Iverson stole an inbounds
pass, drove down the court and
made a layup at the buzzer.

Iverson finished with 28 points
and 13 assists, Kyle Korver
scored 26 and Marc Jackson
added 21 for the host Sixers.

Mavericks 92, Ti Blazers
83: At Dallas, Marquis Daniels
had a block, a steal and three as-
sists in a two-minute span in the
fourth quarter, helping Dallas
end a three-game losing streak.

Daniels finished with 15 points
and five assists and Dirk Nowitz-
ki had 23 points and 14 rebounds.

Derek Anderson had 23 points
for Portland.

Pacers 82, Bobcats 77: Fred
Jones scored eight of his 23 points
in the final 2:30 to rally the host
Pacers from a six-point deficit.

The Pacers’ third straight victo-
ry capped an emotional seven-day
stretch that included having their
top three players suspended for
fighting with Detroit fans.

Spurs 89, Nuggets 75: At Den-
ver, Tim Duncan had 23 points,
13 rebounds and six blocks to
help San Antonio snap Denver’s
four-game winning streak.

Duncan scored 19 points in the
first half while the Spurs were
building a double-digit lead. He
took advantage of the absence of
Kenyon Martin, who started de-
spite suffering from the flu but
played only the first six minutes.

Jazz 90, Rockets 80: Andrei
Kirilenko had 21 points and 12 re-
bounds and Memhet Okur shot
8-for-8 in scoring a season-high
20 points.

Kirilenko also had three steals
and four blocks. Carlos Boozer
added 15 points and Gordan
Giricek had 10 for the Jazz, who
had 27 assists on 36 field goals.

Suns 95, Hornets 86: At Phoe-
nix, Shawn Marion had a sea-
son-high 33 points and 15 re-
bounds, leading Phoenix to a
fourth-quarter comeback despite
the absence of Steve Nash, who
left with a concussion with 3:46 to
go in the second quarter.

Clippers 98, Warriors
Bobby Simmons scored 17 points
and had a career-high 12 re-

bounds to help visiting Los Ange-
les to ils second victory in as
many

Elton Brand added 17 points
and Quinton Ross had 14 as the
Clippers won in Oakland for the
12th time in 15 games.

SuperSonics 92, Nets 79:
Danny Fortson came off the
bench to score a season-high 20
points, Ray Allen added 19 points,
Vladimir Radmanovic scored 14
and Reggie Evans had 11 re-
bounds as host Seattle improved
the NBA’s best record to 12-2.

Fortson, who also had eight re-
bounds in 22 minutes, scored 10
points in the fourth quarter. Fort-
son’s play this season has been a
major factor in the Sonics’ turn-
around from a team that won only
37 games and missed the playoffs
last season.

Kings 109, Lakers 106: At
Los Angeles, Peja Stojakovic
scored 26 points and made four
consecutive free throws in the
closing seconds to lead Sacramen-
o to its seventh straight victory.

Chris Webber had 22 points, 16
rebounds and seven assists, help-
ing overcome a 40-point, 14-re-
bound performance by the Lak-
ers’ Kobe Bryant.
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Texas coach Mack Brown, center, celebrates with players Tim Crow-
der, left, and Stevie Lee after the team’s victory over Texas A&M on
Friday. Brown lobbied heavily for a BCS berth after the game.

Business: Benson carries
Longhorns past Aggies

BUSINESS, FROM BACK PAGE

But because the Longhorns’
regular holder, wide receiver
Tony Jeffery, left the game earli-
er with a rib injury, backup QB
Matt Nordgren was sent in and he
dropped the snap, causing Dusty
Mangum to drive the kick along
the grot

The ensumg scrum ended with
the Aggies’ Jaxson Appel on top
of the ball in the end zone, giving
Texas a rare 1-point safety that
ued lhe game at 13.

a_little embarrassed,”
Brown said. “I didn’t know that
was a rule.”

Said A&M coach Dennis Fran-
chione, “I don’t know that I've
ever seen a one-point safety. That
was a unique call.”

Texas took a 16-13 lead on its
next possession when Nordgren
held onto the snap and Mangum
kicked a 44-yard field goal. With a
strong wind at his back, Mangum
extended the Texas lead to 19-13
with a 52-yarder later in the third.

‘exas took complete control in
the fourth, harassing the elusive
McNeal with a tenacious rush that
collected eight sacks and dominat-
ed the line of scrimmage. In one
fourth-quarter sequence, he was
sacked on three straight plays be-
fore throwing an interception.

“They were hitting me more
than I expected or wanted,” Mc-
Neal said.

With Benson pounding out
yards between the tackles and
Young stretching the Aggies’ de-
fense with the option, the Long-
horns drove 88 yards to the A&M
1. Benson got the ball this time
and slammed over the goal line to
make it 26-13.

“Benson is a physical runner
that gives great effort,” Fran.
chione said. “He got stronger as
the game went on.”

n with the loss, the Aggies
rebounded from last season’s 4-8
finish to become bowl eligible
against the toughest schedule in
the nation. Three of their four
losses have come against teams
ranked in the top six.

Benson's 10th 100-yard game

Tigers win big at Little Rock

No. 14 LSU exacts measure of revenge from Arkansas

BY JAY HUGHES
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — LSU
made sure there wouldn’t be any
last-minute heroics by Arkansas
this time.

Marcus Randall ran for two
touchdowns and threw two more
to Joseph Addai, leading No. 14
LSU to a43-14 victory over Arkan-
sas on Friday.

The Tigers earned a bit of re-
venge at War Memorial Stadium.
Two years ago, the Razorbacks
scored with nine seconds left to
beat a ranked LSU team by one
point.

“This is a difficult place to
play,” LSU coach Nick Saban
said. “We hadn’t won here in a
while and they hadn’t lost here in
a while. It was nice to win.”

Randall was 10-for-14 for 173
yards and had 79 yards rushing.

Alley Broussard added 81
yards rushing for the Tigers (9-2,
62 Southeastern Conference),
who ended the game with 26 unan-
swered points.

“Coach kept reminding us
about what happened here two
years ago all week. I told coach
that I felt comfortable running
the ball,” Randall said. “Their de-
fense is pretty simple and our
scout team did a great job imitat-
ing them all week.”

The loss was Arkansas’ first in
18 games at Little Rock under
coach Houston Nutt and keeps
the Razorbacks from qualifying
for a seventh consecutive bowl
game.

Matt Jones, hobbled by a ham-
string injury, could not muster
the flair that has often sparked
the Razorback offense. The se-

nior quarterback and the team’s
leading rusher was sacked three
times and had minus-10 yards on
the ground. Confined to the pock-
et, he was intercepted twice on
12-0f-29 passing for 152 yards
and two TD passes.

“We would have scored more if
Matt had been healthy,” Nutt
said. “It was better than it was
last week, but you know when he
doesn’t force the option he wasn’t
healthy.”

Peyton Hillis ran for 66 yards
and Steven Harris had five catch-
es for 57 yards and a touchdown
for Arkansas (5-6, 3-5).

“We dominated in the second
half, which was critical,” Saban
said. “We controlled the ball and
burned a lot of time. The defense
had some good turnovers when
the game was still a game. I am re-
ally proud of what our team ac-
complished.”

Arizona surprises in-state rival

The Associated Press

TUCSON, Ariz. — Mike Stoops
struggled through a difficult first
year as coach at Arizona. He’s
1-0, though, in the game that mat-
ters most.

Redshirt freshman Richard
Kovalcheck threw three touch-
down passes — two to Mike Jeffer-
son — and the Wildcats turned
five takeaways into 24 points to
stun_18th-ranked Arizona State
34-27 on Friday.

“Fmally, we showed we can do
said

this season a stellar
career in which he ranks sixth
all-time among Division I-A rush-
ers with 5,470 yards.

After his final game in
Royal-Memorial Stadium, he took
a victory lap around the fieldtoa
standing ovation

“I wanted to get a good look at

everything my last time out,” Ben-
bOn said. “The fans made me feel
really good. They came a long
way with us this season.”

800HighTech.com

Stoops, who was his brother Bob’s
co-defensive coordinator at Okla-
homa. “We attacked in a lot of
ways.”

Andrew Walter, the Sun Devils’

record-breaking senior quarter-
back, left the game with an injury
to his right shoulder with 7:30 re-
maining and his team trailing
“His right shoulder was driven
into the ground,” Arizona State
coach Dirk Koetter said. “It's a
shoulder separation of some sort,
but I don’t know the degree.”
Mike Bell rushed for 139 yards
on 21 carries for the Wildcats
(3-8, 2-6 Pac-10), who averaged
13 points per game going into the
contest — last among 117 Divi-
sion I-A teams. The victory
snapped an 18-game losing streak
against ranked teams for Arizona.
“They kind of underestimated
us, thinking we were a team that

was going downhill,” Bell said.
“But we always kept fighting.

Coach kept us positive. No mat-
ter what the situation was, we
were going down fighting.”

Arizona State (8-3, 5-3) lost
four fumbles and had one inter-
ception to help Arizona reach a
season-high point total.

“It's no-brainer,” Koetter
said. “You're not going to beat
anybody turning it over five
times.”

The loss probably won't affect
Arizona State’s chances for the
Holiday Bowl, said bowl represen-
tative Larry Baber. The Sun Dev-
ils are expected to receive the in-
vitation if No. 1 Southern Califor-
nia plays in the Orange Bowl and
No. 4 California in the Rose Bowl.
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Nebraska ends with first
losing record in 43 years

BY RICH KAIPUST
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN, Neb. — If the Ne-
braska football program had to
take a step back this season be-
fore it starts going forward again,
it became official Friday.

In terms of win-loss records, it
will stand as the biggest step back
in 43 years.

“The way I see this is that great
empires, they fall,” Husker sopho-
more quarterback Joe Dailey
said. “Great leaders, they fall.
And great college football teams,
they fall. Sometimes you need to
start over again in order to really
appreciate what happened in the
past. That’s exactly what’s hap-
pened.”

Anybody who thought Nebras-
ka was immune to such a tumble
has now learned otherwise. Colo-
rado put the exclamation point to
it Friday with a 26-20 win over
the Huskers.

A semi-stunned Memorial Sta-
dium crowd of 77,661 can some-
day reminisce that they were
there when two more of Nebras-
ka’s marquee streaks bit the dust.

The NCAA-record 35-year
bowl streak? Gone.

&k The way I see this
s that great
empires, they
fall. Great
leaders, they fall.
And great college
football teams,
they fall. 9y

Joe Dailey
Nebraska quarterback

The 42-year run of non-losing
seasons? Over.

“Ifeel like it hasn’t really set all
the way in yet,” Nebraska junior
defensive tackle Titus Adams
said. “I know that it is a shock.
There’s just a lot that’s been
going on, and it doesn’t really feel
right”

Change didn’t come without a
price in 2004. Nebraska installed
a new offense and totally re-
vamped its defensive coaching
staff.

Neither unit ever quite com-

pletely put things together, and
never was that more apparent
than Friday as the Nebraska sea-
son ended at 5-6 overall and 3-5
in the Big 12 Conference.

The Husker offense had 11
total yards and no first downs in
the first quarter. By the time they
got untracked late in the third,
they already trailed 26-7.

The Husker defense allowed
198 rushing yards and 420 overall
against Colorado (7-4, 4-4). The
Buffaloes might have set the tone
early with a 14-play, 90-yard scor-
ing drive on their first possession.

Nebraska’s last-gasp effort to
save valuable streaks included
two fourth-quarter scores before
time ran out on the season.

“We were in position today to
win a game and we just didn’t get
it done,” Nebraska Coach Bill Cal-
lahan said. “We felt very confi-
dent coming in, and we just didn’t
play our best today.”

Asked if the first step in the pro-
cess was harder or longer than he
anticipated, Callahan talked in-
stead of the future. He said he
doesn’t foresee any coaching staff
changes ahead and said recruit-
ing will continue to be a key.

“We’re building for a champion-

/
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Nebraska’s Grant Mulkey, left, it tackled by Colorado’s Brian Iwuh on
Friday. Nebraska won't be going to a bowl for the first time in 36 years.

ship season and I don’t want to
get away from that,” Callahan
said. “That’s our goal, to win a na-
tional championship. Tt’s going to
take time. How much time?
don’t know.

“We set a good foundation to
build upon, in terms of some of
the things that we did this year.
I'm confident that this group will
bounce back and we’ll have suc-
cess in the future.”
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Twenty years later, ‘The Pass’ lives on

Players, fans still remember Flutie’s 48-yard heave to top Miami

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — The Pass is still
shown over and over on television
— Doug Flutie’s 48-yard touch-
down heave through a misty
night sky in Miami that landed in
Gerard Phelan’s hands and foot-
ball lore.

On the day after Thanksgiving
20 years ago, Boston College’s col-
orful quarterback connected on
the last play to win that game
47-45, then kept winning — the
Heisman Trophy and the Cotton
Bowl when it was a big event.

“The fact we’re still talking
about it 20 years later makes it
seem the more impressive,”
Flutie said, “not the play itself,
but the whole hype around it. It
‘makes it seem more significant.”

And not only to the players in-
volved.

“The thing I marvel at is the im-
pact it has had on the sports fan,”
Phelan said. “Over time, you dis-
cover greatness. If it stands the
test of time it must be great.”

Phelan is an executive with a
Boston-area printing firm and
said he’s asked about the play
every day. Flutie is still a quarter-
back, filling a backup role for the
San Diego Chargers at age 42.

“Ever since I was 30 years old,

I kept saying, “Two more years,
two more years.' I was hoping to
have a decent professional ca-
reer,” he said. “Ever since I was
40, T've said, ‘Well, maybe one
more.’ ”

In 1984, the Hurricanes were
the defending national champi-
ons and had Bernie Kosar at quar-
terback. The Eagles had grown
from a weak program to a power-
house in Flutie’s four years.

They met in Miami on Nov. 23,
1984. Flutie threw for 472 yards
and three touchdowns, Kosar
threw for 447 yards and two
touchdowns and the teams com-
bined for more than 1,200 yards.

On the sidelines, coaches
Jimmy Johnson of Miami and
Jack Bicknell of Boston College
faced the same dilemma. So did
Miami secondary coach Butch
Davis, now head coach of the
Cleveland Browns: How do we
shut these guys down?

“I swear we were playing our
tails off, but it was one of those
things. We couldn’t stop them,”
said Bicknell, now a coach in NFL
Europe, “but the other quarter-
back was pretty darn good.”

Not as good as Flutie, the su-
premely confident scrambler
who was listed by the school as
5-feet-9 inches tall but told report-
ers he was 5-9%. So when Miami

took a 45-41 lead with 28 seconds
left on Melvin Bratton’s fourth
touchdown, he didn’t give up.

The Eagles got the ball back at
their 20-yard line with 28 seconds
left.

In the huddle, Flutie told his
teammates if they could get the
ball to the S0 they had a chance.
They got to the Miami 48 but
there were only six seconds left.

next play was called
“Flood Tip.” Three receivers run
down the right side into the end
zone and one is supposed to tip
the ball to another.

But first Flutie had to throw it
63 yards, having ended up on his
own 37 when he rolled out to the
right.

“He threw this beautiful spi-
ral,” said Reid Oslin, who was
BC’s sports information director
and was on the field. “It went
over the Miami defenders and
you couldn’t see who was back
there from our vantage point.

“All of a sudden, the back judge
just put up his hands and walked
off the field. The guy never
changed the expression on his
face and that was it.”

There was no time left. The dra-
matic battle of two powerful of-
fenses was over.

“That last play, call it luck or
call it whatever you want, was

just an exclamation point on the
game,” Bicknell said.

It was the only nationally tele-
vised college game of the day,
and fans who had gathered with
their families for the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend watched it together.
One of those was Tom Coughlin,
Flutie’s quarterback coach before
becoming an assistant with the
Philadelphia Eagles in 1984.

“He was watching it on a couch
with his kids,” Bicknell said. “He
said the couch almost went over
backwards because he was so ex-
cited.”

That play, combined with the
success of Flutie and the team,
led to increased admissions appli-
cations at BC and helped football
recruiting. The Eagles went to
bowl games in Flutie’s last three
seasons after going to just three
in their history. Flutie went on to
play in the U.S Football League,
the Canadian Football League
and the NFL.

“Although I'd love for every-
body to remember a lot of the
other things I've achieved in my
career, at least I have that signa-
ture moment to be remembered
by,” he said. “Very few days go
by without it being brought up.”

Even the quarterback who led
this year’s Eagles to an outstand-
ing season and an almost certain
bowl game was affected by the
play.
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Boston College quarterback Doug
Flutie celebrates with brother
Darren after defeating the Miami
Hurricanes on Nov. 23, 1984.

“I had seen it was I was a little
kid,” Paul Peterson said. “All T
knew about Boston College be-
fore I came here was that, really.”

Other team members have had
successful careers. Running back
Troy Stradford is a sports radio
broadcaster in Miami, offensive
lineman Mark MacDonald is a
doctor in Minnesota, fullback
Steve Strachan is a vice president
of a software company and line-
backer Bill Romanowski had a
long NFL career.

One thing hasn’t changed in the
past 20 years.

“It’s still great to see the re-
play,” Oslin said. “Phelan still

catches it every time.”
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Taking care of business

No. 6 Texas tops A&M again, stays in hunt for BCS berth

BY JIM VERTUNO
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas took care of its
fiercest in-state rival and ensured at least
one more week of bickering about the
Bowl Championship Series.

Cedric Benson ran for 165 yards and a
touchdown Friday to lead No. 6 Texas to a
26-13 victory over No. 22 Texas A&M, the
Longhoms fifth straight win over the Ag-

Afterward Texas coach Mack Brown
made a passionate case for his team to win
an at-large bid in the BCS.

“If you've got a vote, vote for us,” Brown
said, pleading directly to voters in The As-
sociated Press writers poll. “I'm asking
you to do that and I'm asking everyone
across the nation.

“This team deserves to be in the BCS,”
he said. “They deserve to go more than
some teams that are being talked about.”

The AP poll is one of the factors used to
determine the BCS standings.

The victory could get the Longhorns
(10-1, 7-1 Big 12) their first BCS bid if they
get a big enough boost in the standings to
pass fourth-place California. Texas fans
chanted “B-C-S!” after the game.

California, which only a week ago
thought it had locked up a berth in the
Rose Bowl, needs a win Dec. 4 at Southern
Mississippi to fight off the Longhorns, who
are fifth in the standings.

And another team out West, Boise State,
could ruin the party for both of them. If
Boise State creeps into the top six in the
BCS, they would join Utah in the two
at-large berths, knockmg Texas and Cali-
fornia out of the mix.

Whew! As complicated as that sounds,
the game itself was full of strange and rare
plays that saw momentum swing back and
forth during the first three quarters.

Quarterback Vince Young had 224 yards
total and a touchdown run for the Long-
horns. His counterpart, Reggie McNeal,
passed for 247 yards and a touchdown for
AXM (7-4, 5-3).

The teams traded touchdowns and
missed extra points in a tight first half. Ben-
son had 105 yards on 18 carries in the half,
but one play on which he didn’t get the ball
proved costly for the Longhorns.

After driving 88 yards to the A&M 1,
Texas was on the verge of punching the
ball into the end zone with less than 30 sec-
onds left in the half. Instead of handing off
to Benson, the 6-foot-5 Young tried to leap
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Texas running back Cedric Benson is tripped up by a Texas A&M defender during the third quarter in Austin, Texas, on Friday. Benson
ran for 165 yards in the Longhorns’ 26-13 victory, keeping Texas in the running for a BCS bowl berth.

over the line of scrimmage.

Holding the ball in his right hand, he
stretched for the goal line and A&M'’s Jus-
tin Warren punched it loose. The ball
bounced right to Jonte Buhl, who scooped
it up and dashed 98 yards for a touchdown
and a 13-6 Aggies lead at halftime.

The play stunned Texas, which thought

Young had crossed the goal line — al-
though television replays showed he didn’t.
Young stood looking around while Buhl
raced for end zone and Brown grimaced on
the sideline.

Then things got really weird.

After forcing the Aggies to punt on the
first possession of the third quarter, Texas’

Michael Griffin blocked the kick and
Bobby Tatum recovered it for a TD.

“We knew we had to get momentum
back. That was huge,” said Texas senior
linebacker Derrick Johnson, who had eight
tackles and one sack. “The posse came up
with a big play.”
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